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EXTRACTS* 



Prater (says Marival) may be considered 
as the root from whence all religious and 
moral daties derive their noarishment ; and 
those, Irho do not pray, can have no religion. 
It does not invalidate this assertion to say, 
tbat then great numbers have no religion. So 
mach more the pity. They may have some 
virtue, be moral and useful members of society ; 
but what idea can be formed of religion with- 
out prayer? ^^It is impossible,^' says Mr. 
Opton, << that a man can be good who neglects 
prayer ; and next to impossible, that he should 
ever become so. The neglect of prayer shews, 
that he has no right notions of OoA, no sense 
of his presence, no hearty desires of his mer- 
cy, no solid hopes of his favour. It is much 
to be wished, therefore, that those, who have 
hitherto neglected daily to remember 6od in 
prayer, would firmly resolve no longer to ne* 
gleet so important a duty ; and the only sure 
way to keep up devotion, both in secret, and 
in a family, is to fix for t)iat end the most con- 
venient time of the day, and resolutely to ob- 
serve it.'' ^< When the times of prayer ' 
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thus Mttled/' says Bishop Gibson^ ^^ it will be 
accoaaleda part of the btiaiiieiss of tbo day ; 
and as the neg}eet of it occasioos An l^itual 
forgetfuloess of 6od^ aod the tbiog^ of anptbev 
life^ so the daily practice of it (if it is not suf- 
fered to dwindle 10 to a. mere lifeless form) 
keeps up in families a fac^ and spirit of re- 
ligion, and is the best means that fathers and 
mothers^ masters' and mistresses can. nsej^ to 
preserve in thc^mselves, their cbildren i^nd ser? 
vants^ such a religious and heavenly frame of 
mind as becomes a sociel^ of cbristiaAs^ /I[*bs 
daily exercise of devQjtion keeps the soul in 
anliabitual preparaUon io,mQve^)9;nr^rds}iCtf|f« 
en ; and T)y iljjs .ej^ercis/i^ ll^Ei .t^(igbts' ai^ 
!more'easily withdrawn from our worldyr caret 
and diversions^ and ^ore.rjoad^ly/ran^d io 
attend the work at t^ proper s^ason^ of ^i^ 
votiojD^ whether in /pubUc^ or la priyatep'^^ .. ,^ 
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EXTRACT. 

Ble9$ing obtained on reading religious hooks — 

exemplijied in lhtjir*st whme cfMf. FlavePs works^ 
^rdattd hy Mu BmU»r^ a Bookellofin JJmdanm 

A HtfGtH flashy getitlemaa came to Mr. 
Wn shopy to enquire for some play-books ; 
]\lr. B. told bim be had ooae of the kinily but 
baiided bim Mr. Flavel'0 Utile trealise of 
jfCeeping the Heart j requested be would read 
ity and assured him it would perhaps do bim 
more go6d tbkn play-books. The gentleman 
read the title^ and glaucing upon several pages, 
brpke oat 10 these, and other expressions. 
What a damn'd old fanatic W^r he who wrote 
this book ? Mr« JB. advised him to bay and 
itead it, and not censure it «o bitterly; at 
length ije 'bon|^ht it ; but observed be would 
not rea<1 it Vf hat will you do with it, replied 
Mr. B. ? do with it^ I will commit it to the 
f amesy and send it to \ht Devil. Mr. B. thea 
(old hiut he should not have it. He however, 
f with 9kXk air of indiffereoce,) promised to read 
it*. jMLn B. again observed, if he disliked it 
upoa reading, the money should be returned 
to him* Aboot a aioatfa after, the gentleman 
came to Mr. B's shop in a very modest habit 
and deportment^ with a serious counlenance ; 
addressed Mr. B. Sir, I moet heartily thank 
yon for potting this book into my hands : I 
bless &od who moved you to do it, it has been 
the m^ans of saving my preeious sool ; blessed 
be God that ever I came into your shop, and 
other expre/isions io^ praising and admiring the 
goodness of 6od.— ^Ue then purchased one 
honored more of those books, for the benefit of 
the pow, who conld not buy ihem* 
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UsA ofJhrm$ i^ ^>or$hiih, recgmmeHied iy the 

tninistcrs in iht Towns and Parishes on Piscaifi^pf^ 
iHveu ' ■ 

DlIAB F RIKNDS9 ' ^ 

^ith sensible ic^neera we dbserve the de$# 
etining state of practical religioD^ the preirai 
le&ce of evis^f vie9 and ittfidelitj^^ aifd- the 
eon^egueiit neglect of the duties of piety^ ja94 
ticf^^ ^ercj.aQd.tr4i4b. And U id fi€t the least 
cause of our coticera^ that there are:; niaay m 
our refipective towps aiul parishes^ who 'live ia 
the habitual neglect of ' &mUy p^aye^^ and Ubi 
strttctioOf Dotwithstaudiiig thek* aolfemii en- 
gagemetitf t& God 10 the holy:ordtaftBee:of 
baptism j^ thdr :childreB| tbftt thty m^AA iv^ 
struct them in the knowledge of true reli^0«j 
and inculcate upon theiB; by their precepts and 
example^ their duty to fear^ serfCi ahd glor^ 
their Creator. . : 

The common plea that many serious persons 
n^ake^ respecting their negleet of .fiimily pt ftyer|i 
is, their want of resolation^-and a'sufieient ais4 
quaintance with laAgus^e toAddress theintniio 
majesty of heaven befoife their families in e^«« 
pressions suitable to the solemn oeeasion^ aii# 
adapted to ihe use of edificattett^ 

To remove this objection^ > and to « leave rfU 
who shaU hereafter eontinue in the oegtoetof 
so reasonable a service iaexi^osahle^ We re- 
commend to you for daily tuse in* your families/ 
forms of prayer^ wrhiehrwe have endeavoured 
should be as short and eomprebensive as is* 
consistent with perspicuity, that nftae- may bO' 
tired with their lengthy and because our word? 
should be few, as creatures in our circiim^ 



vtkntes^ whMe foundation is in the dust^ and 
Wlio dwell in houses of clay, address our 
prayers to a Being of incomprehensible ma- 
jesty and glorv, whose throne is in the hear- 
ens, exalted for above all principalities and 
powers. 

Id f<M-ms of prayer, avoid rain repetitions, 
sensible that om- Father in heaven knows ail 
tar wants and desires before ^e ask him, and 
is '^ver ready of bis abundant goodness, to 

Sant* all our requests which are agreeable to 
s ^ill, for the sake of Jesus Christ 

We also recommend the use of scripture 
expressions and allusions, as best adapted 
kr^ibform the understanding and warm the 
heart. 

We cannot tlierefore presume you will be 
prejii4i<^^d against using forms of worship, 
considering, ist. That not only the primitive 
apoetolie chorche)) used forms in their worship 
after miraculous gifts had ceased in the church, 
hoi that Jesud 'Ohrist hath left on record a 

9- 

eompreheHsive form of prayer for the direction 
•f bis disciples iti all their addresses to the 
ttrone of gr«ce. 

In thus recMimending to you the use of 
forms in prayer, we would not have it under- 
stood as Our meaning, that you should coufine 
yourselves to fbrmid prepared for your use, 
however excellent ; the use thereof will soon 
dvercome your natural timidity that will ena- 
ble you to ftel a freedom lu offering up peti- 
tiouQ and praises in your own words, dictated 
by a sense of pressing trials, and signal mer- 
cies. 

1* 



And Mm balomd friaodd^ we ^eBtniaiii yMi. 
by the merci^. of God^ and ihe love of iiSa*^ 
viour^.and tbe doty yoa owe to the iougLOJetaL 
80ul9 cohimitted to your eare^ to take the aab- 
jeetof this address into serioiid c<^ni»deralioi%^ 
and begiu the firaotice^ and we oanaot . hoi 
hope you will b&coQviof^ed of the.reasaaable^ 
ness of family prayer^ and be iodoced to .pejUf^ 
tice it i^dly, If yoo consider that the d^^ilyt 
praetiee of this duty in your families is foonds 
ed io tbe relation you bear to Gbd as his jrea^ 
sonable creatures ; your necessary dependence 
on him for being, life^ and all things you 
iieed ; the obligations of gratitude you are 
under to him as your preservt ir and bene&etcn*^.- 
and tlie regard you owe to tbe souls ooaifnitted 
to year esu^e. Sdly^ OoMider that the time .is; 
near ethand^ when we< must alL appear before. 
God iathe eternal world, to render unto him 
an account of the improvement oi our tinn^^. 
opportunities and talents; how. .we have pser- 
formed tbe duties incumbent on us ikomr iiev^* 
ral stations and relations, and managed the - 
important trosts comAiitted to us in thia worlds f 
and" we oog^t seriously to consider tiiat ha: 
will require at ^Hir faMcki those whom he hath 
committed. to tmr charge* Let these considara* 
tioQS awaken. you ton diUgent and faithfiiL 
discharge of all the duties you owe to thosA 
who. are nnder yoiir immediate care, and in 
j>ariieular the . doty of exemplifying yioiur isu 
stmctions by praying with them, that iff (not** 
withstanding all your , instructions, prayers, 
eonnsels and admonitions^) they should ben 
drawn into the vortex of sinful pleasure by 



Uam teaiptiitioor of an eku*iiairiag> Wttld^ «nd 
fiaolly lose their souls^ their »uia may not be 
ebargiBable to your aceofuit in the greal day. 

Ib this . address ve apeak to yoo^ beloved 
jCrieiida^ in the {ulneaa of oar bearts, and from 
a aeosiblo eonoerQ'for .your.fature happineasy 
and the liappiiiesa of your families, that if it 
sJiall please God to bless our endeavours, you 
niay.be. quickened to tbe^ diligent use of the 
means, and the practice of the duties of reli- 
gion, by which it may be insured to you, and 
to your's. 

In this teeommendation of family prayer, 
we are fully coarinced that it is the duty of 
all^ wliatever their . character, to awake (rom 
their stupidity, and call upon God. that they 
perish not. Yet we speak principally to those 
heads - of fieipiiHes who are regular in their 
liveti and convevsations} wbo have a rational 
coavictioa of the truth of religion^ the being, 
perfectiona and providence of God, their neees. 
sary dependenae on him for every Uessiog ; 
their guilt. Weakness and misery, and need of 
his help and mercy, and the reasonableness of 
their praying to him fur needed niercies ; but 
at the same time wish to have some assistance 
in this duty, that they may perform it in a 
manner better adapted :to ediftcation than ex* 
tempore prayers. 

While we inculcate the expediency and 
reasonableness of family prayer, an<l offer 
these helps to the performance of this doty, 
we entreat you brethren ever to bear in mind 
that prayer and other instrttmeotal duties are 
only means^ which God in his divine wisdom 
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lag iottuieiice pt his spirit to write opoii your 
hMrU those two great and compretiefi^vs HfW 
of his nioral kiogdoar: Thou B\dt Iwb ih» 
Lori thy God with all thy hearty and ti^g aeigih* 
baur as thyself; aod thereby qualify you^ fcBr 
the er^rlastiug enjoyinent of that kiug^om* ^ ' 
BewafQ then of resting in a form of gedli** 
tiesa without the power therBof | if you 49%: 
however coostaiit and exemplairy y^u ^^y ^ 
in prayer and other positive dnties of wW^itmi 
your hope of future happiness fpundeid on tb^aiaQ 
things will issue in shamei ooofosioo and de^ 
spair. These things you . o^ght to have doii^^ 
asKJLnot leave the- otb^ri Justiciar aieriy and 
troth, tW'beoessary effeets of a prineipte of 
divine love in the heart, nndone. We only 
add our fervent prayers to the Father, of lighte 
and niereies, that the happy p^eriod may be 
hastened which will su]^eree4fi. thesei helps of 
devotion, when the spirit of grace and snpplU 
cation sbiU be poured out, w.hea thi^ ^all 
teach no morei every m an his nelghbottf, and 
every man faifi brother, saying, Kuow ye the. 
Lord ; for they shall all know him ft^m this 
least of ibom to the greatest; aoA when prayeei 
and praises to Uc^, dictated by a spirit of 
pure and fervent devotion, shall aseeod before 
hi» throne from every lamily.aad dwelling 
plaee of ilTibaiit Zion^M^AiiBN* 
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TO be early lit the honse of God, in orde* 
to'bbtaiii' Ibfe Wessirig on leaviDg it, thereby 
niiitibg/ with devout affections -fixed bn God, 
jotifting our hearts with our lips in every part 
df 'the wotTshlp.— To attend with seriousness 
during the ^bortation, a$ it {Hiiuts out to us 
tbe great doty wfe areieeme upon— When we 
ptonouncef th^ igeheif'at conftssidn of our shis^ 
Hai^reeotlect our secret ones-^^When the abso« 
kftioo i# jeeadihg,' «r6 odglit most humbly to 
beg uur i^are 'therein, and when the Psalmft 
and Hymns are repeating, to raise our tools, 
and rejoke in ©ad^for ttie great blessings 
iommemtintted in '^them-i. While the lessons 
Are reading^ ti* observe what particular instruc- 
tions, reproofs, 6r consolations arise to us from 
any partof <^emf — Itt the collects and the litany, 
to'enfcftV^ur td lift tip out hearts to Gdd to ob- 
tain the bh^i^gi we ask of him-— 1 n the thanks- 
givio^ to unite iia an hiiimble acknowledgment 
of the mercies received fi-om God— When we 
make eonfe^^ion of ^ur faith with one voice, be 
ware we Hmte with it the belief of our hearts — 
While tile commandments are repeating, to cn- 
deavoui? to recollect otir tbrmer sins, and the in- 
flrmitiea of our nature, together with the tempta- 
tions to which we are exposed. And to stand 
iHfben wo are engaged in that sublime part of wor- 
ship, Singing of praise to God. W heneter we 
hear sermons (not however with a view to criti- 
cise, and censure him who officiates*) but as 

• "Reverence yotir minister, he is a wise a«d good man, M»d 
one who las a tender care and respect for yon, ^o not the^f^^^^^ 
grieve him, either by neglect or disrespect, if there be any person 
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those who are dedrdas to beeome tttere wim and 
better for them. — Thus we oo^ht to behave in 
4be bouse of God, and to think it our doty also 
to attend to the several parts of the afteroooii 
service. — ^Tbe eomttiauaoMiges us tokeep the 
sabbath day boly^ and the honour and service 
of God calls for our Attendance on both parts of 
the day, agceeably to the sentiatents of profes- 
sor Gilbert^ of Lei|i8te> ^^i^ited iit bis iife in 
1779. <^ We think too lightly on the duties on 
Hundap 1 am eonviiu^d. that a religious ^m^ 
pioy ment of this aacred day, is one iadiapensa* 
ble Biean, and indeed ibe most i^utary. of alU 
to promote our progrei^s in religion and piQty* 
Yo make A serious examlnatipn of pur ,hQair.ts | 
to lift them op to heaven ; to strengthen, ^or 
minds with the truth of faith : t^s is to fortify 
for the whole week, and p<epiire ourselves in 
the discharging of our domestic duties and ealU 
ingawith tdelity* He who employs the Sab^ 
bath well, can he make a bad use of the w^^kS 
He who passes this day ill, c^n be think rhlm-* 
self obliged to employ well tbe foliowing 
day*?* Heat me therefore^ whoever you arei 
that east your eyes upon this paper, it ia i\x^ 
employment of Sunday^ on whieb' that of itha 
whole week d^pends/^ 

• » » 4 t 

who endeavours to set you agnmst.him, tJiat person loves. n«t^a, 
n^r the office he bears, and as Diyj^^. Proj?i^neeii6r:p!a<5e^Hril& 
nearyou, Ido^xpcct^ouwil! per suitable attention to him, for 
hU ovm, for joiurs, and for Bis ofl&esjill** ' 

Sir'Jtraltheu UaieU ^viteJaJkit faviilp. 
• It is a common obfervatiOQ) that public crin^nalp, ^oii^ to 
Oie place of eit«<;u^oti, and making their dying declaratfdns to 
the world, frequently charge tijwr sinlul eoarses, in .whi«th tliey 
have lived, to their neglect and profanation of the Lord's Day as 
the first and chief occaaon of leading them into those enormities 
that had brought thenj to teir untimely end. ... 
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PART I. 



Adapted esptciaUy for Saibath Morning. 



Master. MY beloved friendfii^ wbo ar^e now 
4UiseBibied for die benefit oif social worship^ a 
duty n6\ only raliotuil^ but a privilege bigbly 
to be esteemed, as bouoitiry for us and tp th^ 
human race^ to pall on the name of the L^ordf 
in offering him a religious 9;icriifice of gratituda 
and praise ; may we therefore with aerioiumesf 
attend in pur present devotions^ and to the in- 
structions of the sacred oracles^ Which dinecto 
us in sijodrypla^s to acknowledge and. epn- 
fess our m^ifold sins and transgressiima i tb^t 
we should not dissemble^ nor cloak the^n ber 
fore the presence of Almighty God oar beiti^ea'- 
ly KiUber ; but confess them with an faoQijble, 
lowly, iienitent and obedient heart ; to the e»A 
that we Qiity obtain jbrgiyeoess of the same, by 
his infinite goodness and mercy. And although 
we oBght at all times humbly to aekoowiedge 
our sins before God ; yet ought we chiefly ap 
to do, whcm we n^eet togjetber, to render thanks 
for4be great benefits that we hav« received «t 
his biMid^, to set forth bi«| mpst wortjhy praise, 
to bear his w^stMly wi^rd^ und to isk tboae 
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things that are necessary, as well for the body 
as the soul* Wherefore let us accompany 
each other with the advice of the psalmisC 

Master. O come, let us worship the Lord 
our Ghid ; and heartily rejoice in the strength 
*of our salvation. 

Family. Let us come before his presence 
with thanksgiving; and into his courts with 
praise; be thankful uato him^ and speak good 
of his name. 

M. Let us, with the inward devotion and 
homage of our hearts^ unite to serve him with 
joy and gladness. 

F. For the Lord Jehovah is great, far 
above the Gods of the heathen which* are but 
idols ; but it is the Lord who made the heav- 
ens. 

M. In his hands are all the corners of the 
earth, and the strength of the hills is His also. 

F^ The ereat deep is His, for he made it, 
and his hands formed the dry land. 

M. May our praise therefore be of the lov- 
ing kindness of the Lord, even upon the multi- 
tude of his mercy, and to acknowledge him in 
his lioly temple. 

F. To. render to the Lord the honour doe 
nnto his name, to worship him in the lieauty of 
holiness, and offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with gratitude. 

M. Glory be to the Father, and to tie Bon, 
and to the Holy Ghost ; 

F. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be ; world Without end. Amen. 

Muster. Let us attend to those comfortable 
words of Ghrist our Haviour ; Come unto me 



all je who Iftboor ajid are heavy ladea and I 
vill give yon rest He that comelh nnto me 
I will in. DO wise eaat off. Asfc and yon shall 
r^eaive, seek and you shall find| knock nod it 
shall be opened onto you. 

Fam&y. Almighty £rod^ giv6 now onto ns 
that ask ; l^t ua who «eQk, find; open, the gate 
nnto us who knook, that we may receive thy 
heavenly benediction. 

M. 8t. John saith, God so loved the world 
that he gave Us Only begotten Hon, to the end 
tliift all ythp ^cli^ve in him j^hould not peri^h^ 
hut have ev/^rlastv^g life ; that if apy iman sio^ 
we4i^v^,anA4y9cate^ with Father, Jeaus Cthrisi 
the. X^^y- W;ho i^. ..tfie Keobnciliatiqu for the 
siqs o| the World : w)iic,b if we c^pfess and 
forsake, he is faithful and just to forgive, and 
qIqii^s^ ^.froip fll u^irighl^eooi^ess.; W^ Are 
«^re4 |)y (jk^id, ^yhq f#ith : Call upon.mejia 
ih0.<}^.pi tfoublf \,l wiU deliver Ahee,. and 
thou shalt glorify me : He will therQf9re haye 
m^Ky upon us,, and heal our infirmities. 

4la9l«^« iiift up your hearts. 

, jP« Iffe lift th^m up. unto t^e Lord^ 

M. Let us give thanks unto the JLovd Je- 
liQvah* * ' s 

P. . It k mieatand* v^ttso to do. 

M. It is very meet aqd right, and our 
bonnden duty at all times, and' in all plaees, 
tagivQ thvil^ aula tfcee^Q Lord^ Holy Father, 
everlasting God. . ^ 

M. Now wito the King Eternal, Inmor- 
taly lovii^le, the eoly w|se God^ be aaevibed 
m Uenour and Glofy^ wetM wUbovt wA. 
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MnBtm. O tliM osmipxiteiit Soveriioiir 4f 
tlie world, the aid df all who oeed, the helper 
of all those who with sincerity apply to thee 
for succour, apd the life of them wJho belioTe ! 
We call oD our souls a«d all that is within 
1IB, bembly to ofl&ir to thee, our tribute ^ of 
Ibauksy for the privilege tboii dost grant ua 
to adore thy perfeetionfi, and celebrate the 
praises of thy great and baly name. 

Sodai Address^ 

THBREFonfi with Angels, and Arrihangftlsy 
and all the company of Heaven^ we lHad and 
magnify thy glorious name ^ everaore praia* 
mg Thee, and saying, Holy, Holy, U^ly, 
Lord God of Hosts; who is Able to declare 
tiiy greatness, and to recount the marvellot»i 
works thou hast perf6rmed in alt the genera* 
tionis ofthe World : Heaven and earih are fnll 
of thy glory. — Glory b^ to thee/ O Lwd teost 
High* Jlmen. ' 



Litany f or General Supplicatio n. 

Master. Assist us merciful G|fd in. tbew 
our supplications and prayers^ aii4 dispo^ the 
way of thy servanta towards^ the attaipm^t of 
everlasting;SAlvatipn^tbat tbiK>iigb ji^li tbe vici««. 
sitftdes of this lac^tal Uffi vife jaajr ^ver bedn* 
fended by thy gracioas help ; . 

. W^ bQM«ch the^ to bean U8». goQ<l Lord* . 

. M* Tb4tJAiviqr«l4mi^ib9^ tp 4^ 
raid^ li!t^lijqi«r )M««t« aii4 Hv»s:4a ^» wyr of 
thy laws^ and in the works of tby coqii||a|id-.^ 



t9 

meuls, that through thy nN>it tnight^r protee- 
tion, both now and ever^ we may be preserved 
in body and soul to the end of our days ; 

We beseeeh thee to hear us, good Lord. 

M. Prevent us O Lord ia alt our doings 
i^ith thy most gracious favour, and further us 
with thy continual help, that in all our works 
began, continued, and ended t^ thee, we may 
glorify thy holy name^ and ftnalty obtain thy 
pardoning mercy ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

M. O thou fountain of all wisdom, wlio 
knowest our necessities before we ask, and 
our ignorance in asking ; be pleased to have 
compassion on - our infirmities ; that those 
things which for our unwortbiness we dare 
not, and for our blindness we cannot ask, may 
be effectually obtained to the relief of our ne* 
cessities, and to the 'setting forth of thy glory } 

We beseech thee to hear us, good LotcI. 

M. Keep us, Lord, chaste in all our 
thoughts, temperate in all our enjoyments, 
peaceable under provocations, sincere and 
faithful in our professions : That no necessity 
may force,, or opportunity of any kind allure 
us to defraud, or injure our neighbour ; - 
'We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord* 

M. That It may please thee to give us 
true repentance, to forgive our past offences, 
to endu^ us trith the grace of thy Holy (Spirit, 
to amend our lives conformable to thy most 
holywHl; ' 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

M. I'bat it may plei^se thee to inspire our 
hearts Hifbh ehriiitian 4>enevolence, and to form. 



«a«b.di«p(mtft«ii9 i|i' m^ ibai will eimbte >m ta 
forgive ouc. enemiefli pefftBMtwB ajkI slaii- 
dereri» ; 

Tam ibidir hMrti^ O Lwd^ aad Ml ttem 
with tby la¥f •. . 

ilf . That it may pfeaaa tbea to^inspre us 
with true love aa4 diariiy, aad cUtpoM m to 
4o all IB our powM^ for defending tbe friead«. 
lie»89 ami assititiiigprHioMrs and ^aptivee, and 
others who are b^pleas andindigeaty ami need 
eompi^ieoate aUeotioii* 

Iruclim^ o^r hearts^ we beeeeefa tbee^ to ibis 
duty. 

M. That it may please tbe^ to enlightott 
us with true knowledge aud a right uader- 
ataudiog of thy word and eomauidmeiite^ thai 
tbe same may have their due effect by govevn* 
ing our lives and aeUons $ 

Vouebaafo to bear, us^ Almighty God. 

M. That it aiay fdease thee to def^niA^ us 
by thy mighty power^ that we may nqt fall 
into sin or temptation^ bat thai all our doifigi 
may be ordered by tby goveniment^ (o per* 
jbrm what is righteous in thy sight ; 

We beseech thee to bear os# good liord. 

M. That it may ple«se thee to eomftrt and 
support all those who are in trouble^ sQttbw, 
need^ afEUetion $ to defend m itom the temp- 
tations of prosp^uty^aud in tho^Uoie of adver>- 
&i(,y, at the hoiirof deaths and at (be day of 
Iment} 
e beseeeli thee to bear u% good -Lord. 

M* That it may please tbee to grant oa 
grace^ that the word we liear <^ thia day'' with 
our outward ears, may be m gifted inwardly 
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ia eiirheartfl^ tlMt it si&y bring forth the iRroits 
of good livings to the honour and prahe of thy 
holy name ; 

We beseech thee to hear usy good Lord. 
JU. That it may please thee to illuminate 
all hiahops, and other ambassadors of the gos- 
pel of peaee^ with true knowledge and under- 
staading of thy word and commandments^ that 
they, both by their- preaching and living, may 
set it forth and shew it accordingly ; 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
Jkf* That it may please thee to bless and 
prosper the United States, and to give to all 
oationSy unity, peace and concord, and to 
spread the gospel of thy Son over the face of 
the whole earthy from the rising to the setting 
sun ; 

We beseech thee to hear ns, good Lord. 
Jtl. That it may please thee to strenethen 
in lii^teousnesa and true holiness, the Fresi- 
dent of the union, and others in authority ; 
may they be guided by heavenly wisdom, to 
rule in thy fear and love, for the preservation 
of our civil and religious liberties, and in 
the prosecution of the duties of their re- 
apective stations^ be ministers of God to us for 
go«'d ; 

Vouchsafe them Lord thy assistance. 
Jtf. We renew our addresses in beseeching 
thee to keep us from all sedition, privy conspi- 
racy and rebellion, from false doctrine, heresy 
and schism, from hardness of heart, and con- 
tempt of thy word and commandmeDts ; 
&ood Lord^ hear ust 



from en vjTi hatred aad maMee^ ami all Uftoliaf- 
itableoeas; 

0(HMi Lord^ deliver cto^ 

^. FhHn lightning and teiifiett; frem 
plague$ peslileti^ and fafnipet aad olber cia* 
lanitous e veals tbroagh life^ Md frosi^mii iHi^ 
prepared diasolatimi ; 

Good liord) deliver us. * 

M. tiraide us we tMssiseeh thee Jby thy coaii* 
sel^ fhroQgh all the ehaoging scenes of time^ 
that fiaalty^ by oar endeavows t6 iiaprote ity 
tre amy be adittilted to tkme heavenly king- 
dom. 

M. Now to the Kiag SterMi, Immoi^al^ 
Invisible^ to t)» only wias God^ be asuibed 
honour and majesty foreven •Imsn. 

ZT^s Ghfia in EoHietBiSf to h^ read et chMHd 

GiiOar be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men, who art a Be« 
tag of alTbehi^^ fountain of all Ught and glory^ 
^aciow father of men and angelsi whpseuni^ 
versal spirit is evei:ar where present| giving 
life and light tO' all angels and glorified saints 
in heavfiii, aad all creatures upon earth. We 
pmlae thee^ we worship and adojre theoi .we 
give thanks unto thee for thy great glory^ O 
Ifprd God, heavenly kingi God the Father Al« 
ttiighty« 

. O Jjord the ouly b^pttep Son Christ Jesos| 
I«a^b of God, the brig^c^ of thy Father^s 
glory, and the express ima^ of his person* 
who art entered into the holy of holies, and 



firltte^i st iim fA^t band q{ Uod, lii|(h irtMiTe all 
thnnes anil priaetpalittesy whe takeat away 
the 81DS of the world, aad art making interees- 
sioii for all men. Tbou who takesi away tbe 
9108 af ike wwld^ ae^ept oar addresa^^be tfaou 
O Lwd oar ligbt^ peaoe aud joyi now aud for- 
eiccurmare* ^m^B. 



GliNfiRAL PRAYERS. 

PuMie eolamUy in time of War, 

€) Taou^ who mtest without eonlroul the 
armies of heaven^ aod among the inhabitants 
of the earth, and gtvest t>o account of tby ways 
to men; nor may any say nnto thee, What 
doest thou? let ourminds, we beseech thee^ 
be suitably solemnized by the threatening dis- 
pensadon of thy Providence, and our hearts 
be deeply affected by this awful chastening 
of thine hand. We have reason to lament the 
malignity 6f sin, and the extensive eSbcts of 
our apostacy, which gives strength aud per- 
verseness to those lusts and passions of the 
human heart, which occasion wars and fight, 
ings ; loading 4)ur ^mosphere with pestilence 
and deatii^ filling many parts of the earth with 
sighs and tears. But Lord, all events are sub^^ 
ject to thy confroul. Thou formest the light 
and creates! darkness, th<»u makest peace and 
createst evil, afflictions do not rise from- the 
dust, neither does trouble spring from the 
ground, nor any eiril in the city, bnt by thy 
permission. Hdp us to exeircise suitable af. 
fectious of soul in our pfcseni circumstancea. 



EBemieii. h«^^ been periAUt^ to rise up 
agaiQst UM, and disturb our peaceful laad^ our. 
hearts are pained wUtiiu us^ at the sQund of 
the trumpet auA the ainrm of war. We ac- 
knowledge having forfeited all our blesaiBgs 
and mercies from thine hands. But may it 
please thee to dispose our euBpiep.to reasQUa* 
ble terms to be at peace with us. We reuew 
our address that thou wouldest sanctify this 
calamity, and prevent the immoral effects in 
such a state of things* May integrity and up* 
rightness be the ruling principle of those who 
are intrusted with the affairs of the naUon^ luid 
pray that thou wouldest scatter the nations 
that delight iu wan But JLord^ if . thou aeest 
it necessary farther to chastise u$^ under this 
calamity, preserve us. from^ disseittions^ ani- 
mosities^ pvLVty spirit. Unite the hearts of this 
people as one man. Inspire them with mag- 
nanimity and patience in the defence of their 
invaluable privileges. When the hosts go 
forth to war, may we keep ourselves from the 
i^ccursed thing, and by thy judgments leiirn 
righteousuess. And may we be prepared for 
a region of perfect peace, and 4 society of per* 
feet concord in thy immediate presence above^ 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ^ 
Amen. 

A Prayer in time €f Drought. 

O GoD^ heavenly Father, who by thy Son 
Jesus I hrst has promised to all those who seek 
Uiy kingdom and the righteousness thereof^ all 
things necessary to their bodily sustefMtnce^ 
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send as^ we beseech thee, run from lieavea 
which now tbou art withholding and threat- 
ening as respecting the fruits of the earth, the 
necessary sup[n)rt of man and beast. There 
are none of the vanities of the Gentiles that 
can give rain, neither can the heavens cause 
showers. Thou Lord Art he alone who can 
relieve os, therefore we wait on thee. Thou 
wast pleased to promise, that seed time and 
harvesft, summer and winter, dajr and night, 
should not cease while the earth remainethi 
remove, we beseech thee, the present aspects 
of thy providence, which seem to invalidate 
this promise^ and let the grass grow for the 
cattle, and herb for the service of man, that in 
due time we may have a competent ingather- 
ing of the fruits of the earth, and have where* 
with to come before thee^ at the close of tht 
year, with meat and drink-offerings. — We re. 
new on address to thee, that in the midst of 
thki chastening, thoa wilt be pleased to send 
us spiritual blessings. Kain dawn righteous- 
ness upon os, and may a work, of reformation 
be carried on, and the lilore w^ see of tronbles 
and disappointments here, the more we may 
be prepared for si better itrorld. Amen, 

For Fair VTedtker. 



O Alhighi^v Gt>d, King of all kings and 
Gbrernour of the univewe, whose power no 
creature can resist^ and to ithom it beiongetb 
justly to afflict sinners, we acknowledge thai 
for our iniquities we have worthily deserved 
this scourge of immoderate rain and waters^ 



SB 

yet npoti our true repfeirtance thou wilt gra* 
ciously be pleased to pardon our past offencel3, 
and send us in this our great necessity, siich 
seasonable and favourable weather, as that we 
may receive the fruits of the earth for our com- 
fort and support, and with thy blessing enjoy 
them, and by this judgment be convinced of 
the necessity to amend our lives according to 
the precepts in thy holy word, and to render 
thee praise and thanksgiving through our Lord 
and baviour Jesus Clmst. Amen. 



GENERAL THANKSGITINGS* 

' Almighty God, Father of all merciecr^ we, 
thine unworthy servants, do give thee most 
humble and hearty thanks far all thy goodness 
and loving kindness to us, and to all men^ par- 
ticularly to those who desire to offw ap tlieir 
praises and thanksgivings for late' met^ies 
vouchsafed onto tbeoi* We bless thee for our 
creation, preservation, and all the bleaaiags of 
this life \ but, above all, for thine inestimable 
love in the redemption of the world by oar 
LordJesua Christ; ft>r the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech 
thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 
and that 'we may show forth thy praise, not 
.only wtth our lips, but in bur -lives ; by devot- 
ing ouHseh'es to thy servicev and by walking 
^before thee in holiness and righteousness all 
,imr days, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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For Rain. 

O God our heavenly. Father, who by thy 
gracious provideaee doth cause the former and 
Litter rain to descend upon the earth, that it 
may bring forth fruit for the use of n^an ; we 
give tt}ee bumble thanks, that it hath pleased 
thee in our great aeqessity to send us at the last 
a joyful rain upon thine inheritance and to re- 
fresh it when it was dry, to the great contfort 
of us thy unworthy servants, ana to the glory 
of thy holy name, through thy mercies in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Jimen. 

Tut Voir Weather. 

O Ai^iGHTY God, who hath justly humbled 
us by tfay late scourge of immoderate rain and 
waters, and in thy mercy bath relievftl and 
comforted our souls, by this seasonable and 
blessed ehange of weather ; we praise and 
glorify thy holy name for this thy mercy ; 
and wilt always declare thy loving kindness 
from generation to generation, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For restoring Public Peace. 

O Et£B19al God, our heavenly Father, who 
art a strong tower of defence to thy* servants 
against their enemies, we yield tbee praise iui4 
thaoksgiviug, for our deliverance from those 
great and apparent dangers wherewith we were 
encoinpassed ; we do ackowledge it thy good- 
ness that we were not delivered over as a prey 
unio ihem/ beseeching tbee still to eonUnue tby 
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mercies towards n, ukd grant us grace that 
we may henceforth live peaceable lives in all 
godliness and h^nestj, and ibait all the world 
may know that thou art our Saviour and 
mighty Deliverer^ through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Conduman. 

Master. Almighty God^ who hast given 
us grace at this time^ with one accprd to make 
our common supplications unto thee ; who hast 
been graciously pleased to promise thy spe- 
cial presencei that wherever two or three are 
gathered together in thy ntun^p tbou wilt grant 
their requests ; fulfil now. Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants, as may be' most 
expedient for them ; granting us in this world 
knowledge oi thy truth, and in ti^ world to 
come life everlasting. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Cbri^^ and 
the love ai God, and the fellowship of the 
U^ly Ghost, be with us all evermore, dmen. 
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DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. 



PART II. 



Suitable ahofor ike Sabbath 



Master. Infinitely great, 
ll!^^rii!!!^lf^ eternal Jehovaii, who art cloth- 

Beoce of the Msmk • • ., . . ' - , 

ter, the eldest of eu With majesty and honour, 
the famfly to offi- who coverest thyself with light 

ciateinhis Htead. -xt •' ^ ?. 

as With a garment, we worship 
thee as a Being in the eternal and complete 
possession of every possible perfection. We 
revere that power by which the world was 
made, and that beneficent providence which' 
embraces all the works of thine hands. We 
admire that wisdom which is manifested in the 
courjse and order of nature, and we adore that 
goodness which extends to all thy creatures, 
diffusing blessings throughout the universal 
system. Under a full persuasion that thy 
government is founded in infinite wisdom and 
benevolence, may we be excited to rejoice in 
. the consideration that thou, the Lord God om- 
nipotent, reignest. May we always entertain 
such high and exalted conceptions of thy maj- 
esty and dominion, and have such views of thy 
glojnous perfections, as may fill our souls with 
rmrence and veneration, and excite internal 
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worship and obedience. Praised be God for 
Sabbaths^ and the lirivileges which attend 
them ; for the lostitutio.ns of p^uhlip Wjdir^hip^ 
and fot opportunities of engaging in it May 
thy Holy Spirit accompany us to the house of 
worship, making us serions and attentive^ rais- 
ing our minds from the thoughts of this world 
to the eoQsideratiqn of the.ne^U M>\y ^^ ^^^' 
vently unite in the prayers and praises of the 
congregation, and attend to religious exercises 
with sincerity, and practise our duty in our 
future conduct. Bless the ministers of the 
l^ogpel I ma^ they and thy people be animated 
in their deratlon^^ .and miiy the ministsaikHi of 
t)iy WQrd 4ie th^ pawjfJ* qt |^od unto salyatipn 
Ijyi tbqse who b^fir it. Q thou Father of mer* 
isies, blei^ us i^hp «re paw ifi thy presence. 
We iiiii^cire thy gr^ce to fopfn in u^ right 4isr 
pQ9itioi;i9 to wait ciy|i thee in the s^rvUe of i^ 
ffittctfiiry, that ow i^sej^blii^ tose^¥r^9f7i 
|>y tt^y Messing, prefMine us for ^by q^cy wid 
IK^doni. May we i^e^n ^^r co^cer^^ inbf 
tty hf^ids^ afjd eoiR^ftit oijWfib¥J(^i^ to tl|y holjr 
kee^ping. May o^er^i^s draw m 4o. Hhee, #^4 
ffiiay afiQiiatytus produce their de$i^^ egeet og 
pur p^ii^ip^es and pr^c^. l^repnnD as i^ fiv 
whatever m^ 1^ before us in Hfej^ that^^JI^IX 
|brov£h the merits of ^hy lieli^ved Soi^w^uMy 
l^e adixii^ted i^to tt^y ht^^ij^y lHi^4e9i* 

Jfi. Cijoijy be to t^ fatJhe^, ^^^ 4p M 9»* 
Itnd to the Holy Ghost-*- 

JP. As it was in the foe^inmqgi Is now m4 
ever «haU fee,, W4irW wijy^ dnm* 
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Ta Deum, or generml Hf/inn ofPrami 

MasUr. W^e praise tliee^ (Sbd ; wto le-^ 
knowledge thee to be the Lord. 

thntilg. AH thci earth dt)th worship theej^ 
the Father everlasting. 

Jt. To thee all angets cry afoud ; (ha 
heavens^ and all the powers therein. 

JF. Td th^e cherubitn aad seraphim^ who 
coQtiuaally are unitiog, boly^ holy, holy, Lordt 
&ori of Hahaotti. 

jff. Heaven and earth are full of the ma« 
jes«y of thy glory. 

K The glorious company of the apostkw 
prais€ thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the pro^heti^ 
ptahe thed. 

The noble army of martyrs' ptittse thec^. 
The holy churchy throughout the worlds 
doth acknowledge thee. 

The Father of an infinite miyesbr ; . 
Tblftfe ddorabie, frrf^, and only Sori ; 
Also' the flofy Ghost, th6 Comforter. 
Thou ^rt the King of ^fory, O Chrii^t, and 
Are ev^rtadtlng Son of the Fat6e]r. 

Wbeii thou tookest upon thee to deliver 
ihsttf, thoU didst humble thyself to be born of 
avirgiift. * / 

Wheat tkoii had'st overcomie t6^ s6arptfes^ 
(ft i^Mhf ttocr didst open the kin^om of 
faeiaven to all b^fieivers. 

l^faoa stttest at the rigiit fia6d of 6od^ in thti 
gtory df the Father. 

We believe that thou ahalt come fo hie our 
Judge. 
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We iberefore prigr tbee^ help tby servants^ 
'whom thou bast redeemed. 

M|ike them to 1^ numl^ered with thy sain^ 
in gllory everlasting. 

O Lord^ save thy people^ and bless thine 
heritage. 

Govern and lift them np forever^ and may 
we daily magnify thee. 

And worship thy name ever^ world without 
end. 

Voucbsafei O Lord^ to keep us this day 
withoot sin. 

O Lord^ have merey upon us; have mercy 
on us. 

O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us; as . our 
trust is in thee. 

And may we ever confide in thee^ now 
and forevermore. Amen. 

l?rayer. 

JUaster, O Almighty Sovereign^ Lord of 
heaven and earth, Parent of angels aud meD| 
who dwellest in light and glory unapproach- 
ablCf with reverence and humility, we thine 
unworthy servants desire to prostrate our- 
selves at thy sacred footstool this day, to offer 
to Thee our tribute of homage an^ worship, 
on aceoout of thy perfections and pirovidence. 
May our performances in religious exercises, 
be with such sincerity, purity of intention^ and 
devout affection^ as may meet thine approba- 
tion, and obtain thy graeious acceptance, 
through Jesus Christ. Jlmen. 

M. O Lord, open thou our lips. 
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V: Ad Aay eiciftf dai" bMrdt io ceTebnte 
thy praiflfe. 

JMay it please thee of thy mercy to save ua. 

We earnestly he^etedh thee t6 help as. 

Mnifest thy grace aii4 fkvom to as* 

AnA thereby grant as thy salvatknk 

Endue thy miakters with rigjbteoasness* 

And may their respective congregatiooa ob«- 
taia thy ^nce and^ favoar. 

Give peaee^ unity and toncwd in thy time, 
Lord. 

For in thy government^ we pat our whole 
trust. 

Almighty God omke cl^n oar hearts with*- 
in cm. 

And may thy Holy Spirit now accompa^ 
ny us. 

Jt. Merciful &oA, gralit that we be not- 
ashamed^ to confess the faith of Chkist cruci- 
fiedr but cheerfully enUdC under his banaer^ 
against sin and temptation, and to cotatinoe 
Christ's faithful soldiers and servants* to our 
lives end. 

F. Grant that the ofiences committed 
through the course of ooi^ lives may be forgiv-* 
en, that all inordiniite affections may be 8<r 
buried, that the new man may be raised up 
in us. 

M. Grant that we may have strength and 
power to obtain the victory over pridcy cov« 
etoosA^s^ and hypocrisy. 

F. Grant that we may h€ endued' wUll 
B^nvenly viVtue^, add ftnaliy i^warded through 
thy mei^3^9 Uf Messed Lord God^ who govern* 
ail t^iiga^ WcH'ld without^ end. 
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Now to the Eiog eternal, itnmortal, iovis^ley 
tbe only wise God, be all honoar and glory. 

Occasional Prayer. 

Master. Infinitelt great, transeendently 
glorious f jord our God : with adoring admira- 
tion and religions joy, we would contemplate 
the wonderful displays ci thy power, wisdom 
and goodness, in tbe works of creation, provi- 
denee and grace. We would render praise 
and thanksgiving, particularly for tby gra- 
cious providence exercised towards this I6wer 
world, and for tby loving kindness to the hu- 
man race, and we desire to return thee our sin- 
cere thankSf tbat thou bast been pleased to 
make mankind tbe objects of tby merciful re- 
gards ; in showering down upon them a rich 
profusion of blessings, adapted to promote 
tbeir well being, and to render their livei 
pleasant and agreeable; and may tbe discove- 
ries which thou hast been pleased to make of 
thy being and providence ; of tby gl6rioa§ 
attributes and amiable perfections through all 
thy works, be a constant prevailing motive of 
mdoration. praise and gratitude, and cheerful 
eompiianee with all thine holy requirements, for 
eur Redeemer's sake. Amen. 

An Act of Adoration. 

Family social. Into tby presence, O most 
high and holy Lord God Almighty, we would 
now approach Thee, with devout reverence 
and godly fear, for thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory ; the heatena and the 
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eftrdi are.ihe work of tby h&Oidg, and tby pro- 
videnee roletb over ail : May we uoite with 
all the blessed spirits and souls of the righteous^ 
and worship Tbee , who livest for ever aad 
ever ; Thou art worthy, O Lord; to receive 
glory, bonoar aud power; for thou bast crea« 
ted all things, and fur thy pleasure they are 
and were created. Great and marvellous are 
thy works, Lord Ood Almighty ; just and true 
i^re thy ways, tbon King of saints; tby wisdooa 
is infinite, thy mercies are boundless : To thy 
name be the praise for creating goodness, for 
preserving mercy, and for redeeming love. 
Now unto Him whose glory covereth the heav- 
ens, whose praise fitleth the earth, whose 
ways are everlasting, who only doth wondrous 
things, do we lift up onr hearts. Blessed be 
bis name for ever and ever. Amen. 

Taylor. 

Canticle. — Jill creatures throughout the whole 
system qf nature called upon to praise God. 
Adapted to occasions of Joy and Thanks^ 
giving. 

Master. O ye. firmament, ye heaven of 
heavens, bless ye the Lord ; praise aud mag- 
nify bis name for ever. 

Family. For his word gave nature birth ; 
bis will is nature's law ; bis providence sus- 
tains the world, and the whole creation is bis 

care. 

M. Ye sun, moon, and all the starry train 
in your heights, bless ye the Lord; praise and 
magnify bis aame forever. 



36^ 

iSbat ; all wisdoDf ffowi^ ftorii him. Asr from its 
cn^igintfl dootclf', Mif ^odAeB!^ belongs ta Mtfr 
1(8 &ti es^entikl aod inrmolrtaf p^todipte. 

M. Te angels of light, cfacfruftiikk, e^ra- 
pliini and ye ^ele^tiaf inhabrtants, blesis je 
the' Lord ; praide and nragnifjr bis n^m^ ftr 
ever 

f. f'or gr^a< rs th^ libifff, and* alt i^est 
powef ; his understanding, fs infiiiite, and hi? 
rb^i€^ end'ureth for erer. 

AT. Te sfm^assadlord of tli6 gospd, that 
briogeth goo(f tldiugs' of peace, and an the in- 
fiabitants of this lower tvoria, bfess ye the 
!Lord ; pi'ai'se and' ifiagnify hii^ name for ever. 

V. L^t the whole' earth unite in' praises to( 
tlie universal Parent and^ friend of beings fttixsL 
the inexhanstlble stores of whose boonty and: 
goodness, our wants are all supplied, 

M. Ye kings, presidents, priuees, poten- 
fotes, magistrates, |w%6^, and all deseripiions 
of people, whethei' high or \b^^ bless ye the 
Lord; praise a^^d' magnify bi^ name for ever. 

jP. Let all fathers and matrons, venwable 
with age ; young, men and maidens, and those 
who are in the meridian of life, together with 
ehildren, bear a pavt in this harmonious and 
devout concert, in praiding his nam^ for ever. 

Af. Ye various seasoni^, summer and win- 
ter, frost and snows, winds and tempel^s, ia- 
pouf, showers, hail and dew', bless ye thef 
Lord; praise and magnify his name for ever* 

J^. Ye mouniaind and hills, Vefdknt plains 
and vallles, talT ced'ars, towering oafs, fViiiC 
ful trees; winding viikeit^ flowery meais; amdf 
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liumble shrubs, bless ye the Lord ; praise and 
magnify his name for ever. 

M. Te beasts and all cattle ji ye fish that 
replenish the ocean^ with creeping things and 
flying fowl^ bless ye the Lord ; praise and 
magnify his name for ever. 

jF. Te waters that are above the firmament^ 
together with all rivers, seas, lakes and foun- 
tains that are upon the earthy bless ye the 
JLiord ; praise and magnify his name for ever. 

M. Praise the Lord^ O ye saints ; praise 
thy God, O Zion« 

]?. For the Lprd is good to all^ and his 
tender mercies are over all his works ; with 
peculiar complaisance he beholds his devout 
worshippers ; he hears their prayers, and will 
fulfil the desires of their hearts. 

M. While we live let us praise the Lord ; 
let us celebrate his perfections and providence 
while we have a being ; and let all flesh bless 
and praise his holy name for ever anjd ever. 
•Amen 

Conf^Bional JMirms^ Mi^qdei for foMilyf or 

public Cidamities. 

Master. O Thou Father of merciesT, who 
gave us being at first, and who hast nourished 
and brought us up as children : when we re- 
flect upon thy goodness, whereby thou hast 
laid us under the strongest obligations of love 
and gratitude, submission and obedience ; we 
desire with the deepest humiliation, contrition 
and penitential sorrow, to reflect on the unsuit- 
able returns we have made. Behold ! O Lord^ 



8» 



■ 






itA kfA tile t W« have Been ongi'atefal to fhee^ 
our Creator and Preserver^ and hav^ trans- 
gressed thy holy laws^ and violated bur obli- 
gations in niitiieroas instiirtces of ingratitude;, 
^e have erred and strayed from thy vi^ays, | 
and have followed too much the devices and I 
desires of our own hearts; we have done those 
things we ought not to have done^ and left un- 
done those things we ought to have done, and 
there is no health in ns, and we are befiir^ thee 
id ottt trespasses and sins. We do earnestly 
repent and are heartily sorry for these our mrs- 
doi)igs ; the remembrafice of VSeta is grievous 
till to ufct whereby we HtLVi e^bposed ourselves 
fo thy righteous displeasifre, and rendfefedoiir- 
i^elVed obnfuxiouK fo thy re'senfnnenfs ! But thdu^ 
O God) have mercy on OS mfsefahle dfl^hders ; 
ftstore to US9 Who are penifelity ^ thy grae^, ftc« 
it^Df ding to thy promise declared onto mankind! 
iti Christ Jesus our Lot^ ; ^n^d m^y a^fctive 
dispendetttoils 6ave theif dtae' effect ; ttay itif 
rod of cerrectien serve to reform us/that !h fu- 
ture we may endeavour to walk before thee in 
B^wMw #f Kfc^ knA new okedleBfce. 

Family. R^mBuimt itfotv Lord, t)or offen- 
ces ; apare thy people^ and be not angry with 
tirs. 

M. Almighiiy &oAy deal noi tf ith us fTftef 
out sins. 

Fm Sov teittTM^ us according Co our ihi^ui- 
des. 

Cdrrect us riot, Lord^ in anger^ lesttAoa 
luring us to nothing. 

We beseech tbee htfjf and deliver ui for 
Iby name's sake^ 



Enter not inU^ ^^^ent vitfi ikj nnmmthy 
servants. 

Jj'or in t^y sigH xtene liviiis cao be ^JjAed. 

FavouritUlj^ be p)eiMS«;4 to Mcept our petU 
tions. 

Graciously .beboUi Uie lifflictipiMi and «or. 
rows of our hearts* 

Lord^ may thy gmAaM^ wA Jvefvsy be ex- 
tended to us. 

And way we #i|agUy qbtaiji tby grace aod 
favour. 

» 

in the asa^rance w-bi<^ t^hciu bast given iia, that 
these isi |b]qgive^ess wMh tlt^ee for penitents j 
and we beseeeh thee to aregard Uie contrition 
and 4unfierity of our )Scml«^ aad for ^thy name's 
sak;e paptdon oi^* iniqiiiti^s, aud griiat ua thy 
salvaitiiQay HecordUlgAo Ib^ rjlehe8 4>f tby.grace^ 
that being animnited by the -nobteat motive^ 
find iu^tilfkt^d by ti%e best firin^^des in the px9« 
aec^ntfioii of ;Oiir vfricms 4t^t,\oiifii in life^ we i^ay 
in the f|i^^re pwr^ oio^ pilgcimi^e^ qualar 
tain ^ur ^ntcigsUy, ^preser^ve .oiir copseiencef 
9\e^^ f nd agpi?fi\« ouMeives to Thee^ as 4nti^ 
ful s^^bjec^ts of tt^ Q^fal l|lBSdom| by ^ eheeN 
ful reaig^a^p tp (by sabred will in all ior 
staa<W^ wfaeireio tfiou firt pleaaed to make of 
ncfu^ntf ^9 either by 4bie light of n^t^re or 
|e¥el|i(;iow, idscribiog to ^j igreiat wu^e^ ho«oiir 
iui4 pawer «ve4«fati.pg. Jlmen. 

JftMter. 4) l^ord save Q« thy sorvatits^ 
S^nuljfm Wh9.fiit'iMirlraitiiivthee. 
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Be thou to U8 a strong tower^ 

Vrom th6 assaults of our efiemj* 

Our help standeth in the name of the JjorAf 

Who hath made heaven and earth. 

Lord, hear our prayers. 

And may our petitions be accepted. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord^ 

Henceforth world withoat end. 

OccaMondl Prayer for the Evening Service. 

Master. Almighty God, lighten our dark- 
ness we beseech thee, and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this 
night, granting us moderate and refreshing 
rest, free from sinful imaginations, which too 
often are the effects of our corrupt natures ; 
when we awake, let our souls be filled with 
heavenly thoughts and pious meditations, al- 
ways remembering we are in the presence of 
God, who knows our downsitting and our up- 
rising, and who art acquainted with all our 
ways. If we should be so vain and thought* 
less as to believe that the darkness would cov- 
er us from thee : yet the darkness and light to 
thee are both alike. And forasmuch as the 
closing our eyes to rest, so nearly resembles 
death, and our beds are but models of oar 
graves, out of which we must one day be called 
by the sound of the last trump, to arise and 
come to judgment, let this, and every evening, 
andr every morning, remind us of our dying 
hour. . Make us, therefore, sensible bow high- 
ly it concerns us while we bi^^ve health of body 
and soundness of mind^ to be armed^ like good 
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soldiiirS) witk GhrfstiAtt oomage emI reflnlatioQ 
tot our deatlnbed Muflicte witb disMMs 
and gpiiitfial t^Aenton^ that, m deaih to many 
is a terror, it may be to M a friendy that we 
may with cheerfiUoesis quit these bouses of 
clay and i^shly tabernacles^ and exehange 
the troubles of a {Mtiafal pilgrimage io a vale 
of anxiety for beavea, with the blessed eomp* 
paoy of saint* and angels, and enter into the 
joy of onr Lord and 8aviottr Jesas Ohrist. 
Amen. 

OccaitoniEil Prayer. 

Master. Almighty God, be pleased to ac- 
cept of our praises and thanksgivings, offered 
unto thee for thy beneficent pro idence, which 
bad hitherto aitended us in every stage, and 
through all the vicissitudes of past life^ making 
eonstant provision for our support and com*- 
fort^ by innumerable blessings which; have giv- 
en ivs a relish for existence, and laid a foun-i 
datioo for the most animating hopes of deriv- 
ing from thine inexhaustible munificence all 
further needed supplies of good, and affords 
us constant and most reviving evidence of 
thine unmerited paternal care and bounty, 
whereof we have had happy experience, and 
to which we are indebted for our present agree* 
able circumstances : May we live under an 
habitual impressive sense of our dependence 
on Thee, and obligations to thine ever active 
providence, in acknowledging I'hee in all thy 
ways ; may we put our trust in Thee ; through 
all the changing scenes of life, and with the 
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warmest emotions of gratitude and most fixed 
resolution of holy obedience, make it our con- 
stant and devout inquiry what we shall render 
to Thee for aU thy benefits. 

Master. O Thou that hearest prayer, who 
hast not only invited and encouraged, but com- 
manded us to maintain a sacred intercourse 
with heaven by prayer and supplication to- 
gether with thanksgiving ; pardon we beseech 
thee whatever has been amiss in our present 
address, and graciously accept us, as we de- 
sire with the profoundest humility and rever- 
ence to close our devotions. 

Social. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name ; thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven ; grant 
us thy daily blessing, and forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us ; lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil ; for thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory for ever. ^men. ^ 
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DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. 



PREFACE. 



THE book of Psalms bdng calculated to 
excite those religious affectious^ which we 
owe to God, as our Creator, Preserver, right- 
ful Sovereign, and gracious Benefactor ; td 
inspire the soul with pure and elevated de« 
votion, with humility, resignatidnv coilfi." 
deuce towards Grod, and holy resolutions ; to 
strengthen and establish the principles of faith 
and piety, and enforce the obligations of virtue 
and a good life, the compiler of the foUowiog 
exercises, has paid particular attention to it, 
and made large selectiona from it. He hath 
not however, confined himself to that devo- 
tional book, but hath collected a variety of 
expressions and sentiment from other parts 
of the inspired scriptures, adapted to inspire 
a spirit of piety and rectitude, and to preserve 
the mind in a serious and devout frame. 
Nor hath he aimed at any methodical or 
systematical arrangement, but in conformity 
to the general mode of composition, adopted 
by the inspired writers, when (mating on the 

1 
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duties of failh^ piety and religious homage, 
hath promiscuously introduced adoration and 
prayer^ instruction; exhortation^ and devotion^ 
presuming that families who are disposed to 
avail themselves of the assistance of these 
exercises^ will have sufficient discretion to 
use one, or more, as may be best suited to 
circumstances and occasions, whether special 
or common; the master at his option, reading 
the first verse, the family the second, and so 
on alternately to the end of the exercise, as 
may be deemed most subservient to the pur- 
pose of religious edification. — The compiler 
only adds his earnest prayer, that, by the 
concurring blessing of Heaven, this sincere 
attempt to promote a spirit of piety and devo- 
tion, and a conscientious walk with God, in 
righteousness and true holiness, may be 
crowned with success. 



DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. 



ELECTSD OtttfiVIiY VAOM Yttfi SACAtD BCAIPTVRES, AND 
SSfSCtALLY mOM TttS MALMS. 



General adoration and prayer^ interspersed 
with some expressions^ shewing the advan- 
tages of piety and virtue. 

1. Master. It is a good thing to call on 
the name of the Lord ; to confess our sins be- 
fore him with penitence ; to recount his mer« 
cies with thanksgiving, and to acknowledge, 
with adoration, that universal providence 
^v]uch sustains and governs the world, and 
diffuses happiness throughout the whole sys- 
tem of nature. 

2. Family. O Eternal Source of good ; by 
tliy almighty power thou didst create, man 
and inspire him with the breath of life ; grant 
us we humbly pray, thy gracious guidance 
and aid amidst all the trials, changes, and 
vicissitudes, incident to the present state of 
imperfection and mortality ; and afterwards 
receive us to glory. 
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3. M. Blessed is the man who chooselli 
the fear of the Lord, and delighteth to perform 
his will ; who doth justly, loveth mercy, ani 
walketh humbly, and avoiding the ways o 
the wicked, doth sincerely exercise himselff 
day and night in the service of his God. 

4. F. His leaf shall not wither; but be 
shall flourish as a tree planted by the water 
side, which seasonably and plentifully yield- 
eth its fruit, and whatsoever he undertaketh 
shall prosper. His days shall be prolonged 
on the earth, and he shall rejoice in them all 

5. M. O our Heavenly Father, who art 
from everlasting to everlasting, thy name i? 
great in the earth, and thy mercies, unbound 
ed by time, are endless as eternity. Hear 
Qor requests^ wc beseech thee^ and may our 
prayers for pardoning mercy, und for grace 
to fulfil thy will, ever meet thy favourable 
audience. 

6. IP. Let all those, O Lord, who confide 
in thee, rejoice, and may our praises ever be 
acceptable in thy sight ; for every day «f our 
lives is crowned with thy loving kindness, 
and thou art continually showering down 
upon us innumerable, unmerited blessings, 
relieving us in distresses, supporting us in 
trouules, protecting us in dan^rs^ and provid- 
ing for our comfort, through all the cbangin; 
scenes of life. 

7. M. What is man^ O Lord, that thou 
art mindful of him, or the son of man tba: 
thou visitest him ? for though thou bast giver 
us pre-eminence above the fowls of the aii 
and beasts of the field;^ and made us^iipable 
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of offering thee a rational and religious ser- 
vice^ yet every man^ at his best estate^ is al- 
together vanity. 

8. F. We will give thanks unto the Lord 
and praise him with our whole hearts^ we 
will rejoice in him^ for he maintaineth out 
right. His throne is established in equity^ 
aad he will finally judge the world in right- 
eousness. 

9. M. O praise the Lord, who dwelleth in 
Zioo, whose power, wisdom, and goodness 
are underived and infinite, and without whose 
permission and ^superintendence not even a 
sparrow falleth to the ground. 

10. F, Trust in the Lord and thou shalt 
be satisfied ; delight in him and he will give 
thee thy hearths desire; commit thy ways un- 
to him and he will be thy present guardian 
aud friend, and thy final and eternal portion. 

1 1 .M. Praise, O our souls, the glorious 
Jehorah, who is clothed with honour and 
majesty, and dwelleth in light inaccessible. 

i'Z. F. The Lord spreadeth out the heav- 
ens as a curtain ; the clouds are his chariots 
and he moveth on the wings of the wind ; He 
maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 
ilaming fire. 

13. F. Give unto the Lord the glory due 
to his name ; worship him in the beauty of 
holiness, and with the inward devotion and 
homage of the heart, for all things are naked 
and open to his view, and he requireth truth 
io the inward part. 

14 F. Lord, who shall be a'^mitted to the 

habitations of the heavenly paradise ? He^ 

1* 
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who^ under the sacred influence of religion 
and virtue^ worships thee in spirit and in 
truth, and with unfeigned integrity^ diseharg- 
eth the duties of justice, fidelity, and charity 
towards his neighbour. 

15. M. He, who promiseth and perform- 
eth, who is faithful in his covenants and true 
to his engagements, who loves God supreme- 
ly, and his neighbour as himself. 

16. F. The Lord will reward him accord- 
ing to the purity of his intentions, and the 
regularity of his actions ; for verily there is a 
reward for the righteous, and their expecta- 
tion shall not be disappointed. 



KXKB. II. 

Calculated to inspire the soul teith honorarji 
and exalted conceptions of the JUeity ; to 
strengthen our faith in Mm ; and encourage 
the virtues of a pious and good life. 

1. Master. The Lord reigneth, let the 
earth stand in awe before him, and with glad- 
ness of heart rejoice in his sovereign do- 
minion. 

^. tamily. The Lord rideth upon the 
heavens in his might, and in his excelleney 
on the skies ; the clouds are the dust of his 
feet ; fire and hail, snow and vapour, thunder; 
storm, and tempest fulfil his word. 

3. M. If God be for us, who can be 
against us ? He sitteth in the circuit of heav- 
en and the inhabitants of the earth tf e before 



be placed at thy right hand; where are pleas- 
ures evermore. 

9. M. We adore thee, O Lord, who art 
oar shield and strength, oar refuge and for- 
tress* In thee we will put oar trust. We 
will eall upon thee in the day of trouble, and 
thoa wilt hear our voice, and preserve us in 
sufety, as not to fear the wrath of man, nor 
the malice of any of the powers of darkness. 

10. F. Considering, that. if we do well^ 
we shall be accepted ; but if we do not well^ 
remorse will be the issue, God will be dis- 
pleased and his providence frown upon us. 

It. M. God's ways are prefect ; the word 
of the Lord is tried ; he is a buckler to those 
who put their trust and confidence in him. 

IS. 1^. With the merciful, he will shew 
himself merciful ; with the upright, he will 
shew himself upright ; with the pure' he will 
shew himself pure ; and with the froward, he 
will shew himself froward. 

13. M. For the time approaches, when be 
will pronounce. Those who are unjust, let 
them be unjust still; and those who are 
filthy, let them be filthy still ; and those who 
are righteous, let them be righteous still ; 
and those who are holy, let them be holy still. 

14. F. Thy law Almighty God is perfect, 
converting the soul ; thy testimony is pure, 
making wise the simple; thy statues are 
right, rejoicing the heart ; thy commandment 
is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

15. M. Moreover, by them are thy ser- 
vants warned ; and in keeping them there is 
a great reward. 



7. M. All flesh is grass^ and the gloiy of 
man as the flower of the field. The grass 
withereth^ and the flower thereof falleth away. 
The wind passeth over it^ and it is gone^ and 
the place thereof shall know it no mOre. 

8. F. Man that is born of woman^ is of 
few days and fall of trouble. He cometb 
forth as a flower^ and is cut down ; he.fleetb 
also as a shadow and continueth not. 

U. M* The Lord knoweth our frame^ he 
remembereth that we are but dust* May he 
impress our miuds with the consideration of 
our end^ and the measure of our days^ that 
we may know how frail we are. 

10. F. The common period of our life is 
threescore years and ten, and if by reason of 
strength it be prolonged to fourscore years^ 
yet will labour and sorrow unavoidably at- 
tend that protracted duration. 

11. M. May the Sovereign Arbiter of life 
and death, teach us so to number our days^ 
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom ; 
that in the advancing eve of life (should we 
attain to old age) as well as in earlier periods^ 
we may rejoice in the light of his countenance, 
and be supported by reviving hopes of a bless- 
Bd immortality beyond the grave. 

IS. F. Satisfy us, O Lord, with life ; sat 
isfy us with thy mercies ; purify our affec- 
tions ; elevate our minds above terrestrial ob- 
jects ; and direct our steps through all the ia- 
tricate passages of our present pilgrimage, 
till we arrive safely at the heavenly Canaan. 

13. M. O our Heavenly Father, who hast 
accessto all minds, strengthen our holy re- 
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solutions^ and fortify us by the aids of thy 
gracious presence, that we may persevere in 
he ways of duty, and at last be crowned with 
he rewards of the just. 

14. F. Prepare us, O Lord^ for all the 
fivents of life ; for whatever scenes may open 
ipoQ us, and for whatever changes await us^ 
luring the remainder of our journey through 
he wilderness of this world ; and enable us 
to acquit ourselves with dignity and honour, 
as good and faithful servants. 

1 5. M. May faith and piety, benevolence 
and goodness, be the governing principles of 
our lives, and may we ever be glad and re- 
joice in the salvation of God. 

16. l?! Supported by that hope, which 
he gospel/inspires, may we be wafted by 
propitious gales, over the tempestuous sea of 

his mortal life, and finally be landed safely 
ia the calm regions of immortality, 

Where everla«ting peace, and joy, and rest, 
Shall all conspire to make us ever blest. 



EXER. IV. 

GoS^s omniscience and omnipresence, motives 
to caution and circumspection. 

i. Master. O Lord thou hast searched 
and known us. Thou knowest our down sit- 
ting and our uprisings and art acquainted 

with all our ways. 

2. Family. Thou compassest our path and 
jur laying down j and there is not a word in 
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oar tongue, nor a thought in our hearty but, 
O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. 

3. M. The Lord discernetb the spirits of 
all men ; he searcheth all hearts^ and know- 
eth the things that come into our minds, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts. 

4. t. Ue observeth all our works ; be 
ponderetb all our goings ; by him actions are 
weighed ; and a booK of remembrance is 
written before him. 

d. M. Whither shall we go from his 
spirit? or whither shall we flee from his pres- 
ence ? Behold, the heavens, and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain him^ for his pres- 
ence pervades the universe. 

6. F^ Should we, upon the wings of the 
morning, fly to the uttermost limits of the 
creation, even there would his hand lead us. 
and his right hand sustain us. 

7* M. If we say, the darkness shall cover 
and hide us from his presence^ even the night 
shall be light about us. 

8. F. The all discerning eye of God 
penetrates the thickest veil of darkness ; the 
night shineth before him as the day ; the 
darkness and the light are both alike to him. 

0. M. Such knowledge is infinjitely too 
wonderful for us^it is higb^ we cannot attain 
to it 

10. F. May a consideration of the pres- 
ence, inspection^ and infinite knowledge of 
God, inspire our souls with awe and rever- 
ence, and dispose us to keep our> consciences 
clean and clear. 
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11. M. May such solemn thoaghts be a 
L^oQstant restraint upon us^ and eflfectually 
deter us from all wickedness and criminal in- 
dulgence. 

12. JP. Under the habitual impression of 
such awful sentiments^ let us walk before 
God with holy caution and circumspection all 
the days of our lives. 

13. M. Exercising ourselves to have al- 
ways consciences void of offence ; for if our 
hearts reproach us not^ then shall we have 
confidence towards Ood. 

14*. ¥. Remember that God is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil^ let us cleanse our- 
selves from all filtbiness of fleshy and spirit^ 
and perfect holiness in his fear. 

19. M. Under a realizing belief that bis 
all- seeing eye is always upon us^ let us study 
to approve ourselves to him» by a persevering 
and close compliance to his will and holy 
laws. 

10. F. Then shall we not be ashamed, 
when we have respect to all his commands^ 
but may possess our souls in peace, rejoicing 
in hope of being finalTy admitted to supreme 
felicity in the kingdom of glory. 



EXER. y. 

l^haxtJcBgixMig afA prayer^ interspersed ttith 
expressions qf hope, confidewee, and joy in 
God* 

Mas. O THOU gracious Parent of the 
world } who art the only suitable object of 
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sapreme homage and worship ; who crownest 
us with innumerable blessings^ unmerited 
and freely bestowed ; daily would we bow 
before thee to offer our tribute of praise^ and 
to implore thy future benediction. ' 

Fam. O thou who hearest prayers^ we es- 
teem it iiifiuiteiy reasonable to approach thy 
presence every day^ with humility and devo- 
tion, and by prayer and supplication, togeth- 
er with thanksgiving, to make known our re- 
quests unto thee. 

' Confiding in thine immutable goodness and 
providential care, O Thou Fountain of be- 
nevolence and wisdom, we would humbly 
refer ourselves and all our concerns to thioe 
unerring guidance, conduct and disposal. 

Considering that the present scene of mor- 
tal things will shortly close, and supported 
by lively hopes of future glory, may we. pre- 
serve a calm and composed mind amidst the 
anxieties, disappointments, sorrows and trials 
of this vale of tears. 

May the great Creator and Preserver of 
life, in whom we live and move and have our 
being, teach us to be wise in time, that we 
may be happy through eternity. 

May the Father of Lights, from whom 
cometh down every good and perfect gift; 
give us clear perceptions of things, and arm 
us against the temptations to unworthy con- 
duct, with which we are surrounded, that we 
may never deviate from truth and rectitude^ 
but maintain our integrity, and preserve our 
consciences clean and clear to the end of 
life. 
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For the Lord regardeth with complaisance^ 
those who fear him ; he will support them ia 
times of trouble^ and never suffer them to be 
tempted above what they are able to bear ; 
and will cause all things to work together 
for good. 

Yerily the righteous shall be joyful in the 
Lord^ and be glad in his salvation : the Al- 
mighty will be their staff and defence^ and 
with the light of his countenance will illume 
the shadow of deaths when they are called to 
pass through that glo.omy vale. 

Beholding the gates of heaven wide un- 
Tolded to give them entrance^ they shall re- 
joice in God their salvation^ and with trans- 
port exult in the views of glory^ honour and 
immortality. 

The upright man has a treasure in him- 
self^ out of the reach of the changes and 
cliances of this world. Conscious integrity 
opens in his breast an unfailing source of con- 
solation and delight^in every condition of life. 
He is satisfied from himself. 

The gratulations of his own heart in reflect- 
ing upon virtuous intentions and actions^ pre- 
serve a constant serenity within^ and inspire. 
him with fortitude to bear all the adversities 
and afflictions^ which may fall to his lot^ in 
his present state of trial and discipline. 

The memory of a well spent life^ affords 
the most ravishing and permanent pleasures 
to the soul^ and does especially yield conso- 
lation and excite lively joy in the gloomy 
hour of its separation from the body. 

Bat sinful gratifications^ and the pleasures 
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of a vicious life are transitory, pregnant with 
sorrow, and cast a dismal shade over the face 

of futurity. ^ ,^ 

May such thoughts ever possess our souls, 
and under the influence of such sentiments, 
mav we be engaged to cultivate such punty 
of heart and life as shall secure ^r «is the 
favour and friendship of the Almigbty Dis- 
poser of events and Governor of futurity. 

Duly considering the uncertainty of all sub- 
lunary enjoyments, and not forgetting that 
death is the unavoidable lot of mankind, may 
we carry our views forward into future scenes, 
beyond death and the grave, and take care 
seasonably to lay up treasures in heaven. 

May we ever preserve upon our muds, 
such a sense of the presence and inspection of 
the great and glorious God, as shall raise us 
superior to temptations, and dispose us to 
f eep our consciences void of offence ; that 
we may have the ineffable satisfaction of an- 
ticipating while here, that supreme and eternal 
felicity, which God, that cannot lie, hatb 
promised to bestow upon all his faithful ser- 
yants, hereafter. 



EXER. ri. 

Qeneral breathivgs of a devout sotdf injhe 
views of Divine favourf and confident hop 
of Divine guidance and direction. 

Mas. Let us triumph in the name of the 
Lord Jehovah, and rejoi^ in the God of out 
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salvation^ who graciously regardeth our de- 
votions, sustaineth us by his providence^ and 
supplieth our daily returning wants from the 
inexhaustible fulfness of his bounty and good- 
ness. 

Pam^ Who^ O Lord shall ascend thy holy 
mounts and inhabit the seats of the blessed : 
He whose hands are pure^ who hath not 
deceived nor defrauded his neighbour^ and 
whose mind is ennobled with moral excel- 
lence, and enriched with the sublime maxims 
of religion, and principles of virtue and recti- 
tude. 

Mercy, and truth, light and grace are al- 
ways scattered in the paths of those, who 
sincerely endeavour to keep the command- 
ments of God. l!'he Lord will guide them 
in judgment, and shew them the way to sal* 
vation. 

May a serious recognition of the innumer- 
able instances of divine mercy and loving 
kindness, of which we have bad happy expe- 
rience, fill us with unfeigned sorrow for our 
past ingratitude and frequent departures from 
the line of duty, and excite the most earnest 
endeavours to fulfil the will of pur heavenly 
Benefactor for the future. 

May the Author of all intelligence and 
wisdom, who gave us our rational faculties, 
teach us the knowledge of ourselves, make 
us acquainted with the important destination 
and grand interest of our being, and dispose 
to a correspondent practice. 

O Thou, who gave us life at first, and by 
whose visitation our spirits hava been bitherta 
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upheld, cause ns to know oilr end and the 
measure of our days, and duly to consider 
and prepare for our latter end, before death 
shall dissolve the vital tie, which unites soul 
and body, and deliver us into the embraces 
of a boundless eternity. 

The righteous Lord loveth righteousness. 
Justice and judgment, in concert with grace 
Kad mercy, are the habitation of his throne. 
He regardeth. the moral dif^rences, in -men's 
characters, and will finally render to every 
one according to the nature and quality of his 
actions. 

Happy is the man, whom the Lord chns- 
etb, and causeth to approach unto himself; 
he shall dwell in the courts of the Lord, be 
satisfied m his goodness, and be glad in his 
salvation. 

w?^!l® righteous shall inherit the earth. 
Wisdom marks their steps, and gives them 
internal peace and external tranquility, and 
they derive unspeakable solace from con- 
scious integrity. 

• ?!".* *^?. ^*y °^ transgressors is hard. It 
IS full of thorns and briars. Sorrow and re- 
morse, misery and wretchedness are the in- 
separable companions of those who walk 
therein, and its end is remediless perdidon. 

O thou Parent of knowledge, teach us the 
knowledge of thyself ; shew us the way of 
the godly, and guide us into the paths of the 
upright ; inspire us with that wisdom which 
IS from above, and at all times profitable to 
direct, and miJce os wise unto salvatton. 

Most merciful father in heaven, inmresB 
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jur miQds^ vtQ bedeech th^e, with a lively 
?ense of oar doty and obligations, as reason- 
able beings and as christians ; incline our 
hearts to fear thy name, and may our breasts 
ever glow with sentiments of love and grati- 
tude to thee. 

The Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketb 
Qot his saints ; they are preserved forever ; 
but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 

What man is he that desireth life and lov- 
eth many days that he may see good ? Let 
liim keep his tongue from evil and his lips 
Irom speaking guile. 

Depart from evil and do good, seek peace 
and pursue it ; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be satisfied. 

O Lord, Thou art our hope and confidence. 
Thy name is great ; it is excellent in all the 
earth, whoso offereth praise glorifieth thee, 
and he that ordereth his conversation aright 
^ball see^'thy salvation. 



EXER. VIL 

.IscriptionB of praise to God, with eafpres- 
sions of reverence^ adapted to beget awe 
and excite holy caution. 

Mas. Ascribe unto the Lord, ye nations 
of the earth, ascribe unto the Lord, glory 
and power, majesty and dominion ; reverence 
Ills great and holy name, and worship at his 
footstool. 

F^m. The Lord our God is the Creator 
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of the heavens and the earth, and of all things 
thereto belonging, whether visible or invisi 
ble, and to answer the purposes of his wis. 
dom and benevolence they are and were ere- 

ated 

His all-animating presence pervades, sup. 
ports, sustains and connects the whole frame 
of nature, and the whole creation is the care 
and charge of his beneficent providence. 

God is our refuge and strength, our joy and 
hope. If he be for us, we will not fear, though 
the earth tremble under our feet, and the 
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea. 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be 
glad, for the Lord God Omnipotent reiguetb, 
to whose infallible direction and sovereign 
disposal, all the convulsions, commotions and 
changes, that happen in the natural or moral 
world, are subject. 

He causeth the wrath of man to praise bini; 
and restraineth the remainder thereof. Pros- 
perity and success depend upon his blessings 
and his frown disconcerteth the deepest poli- 
cies of men, and turneth their counsels into 
foolishness. 

Who would not fear thee, O Thou King of 
nations ? For to thee doth it appertain to or- 
der the circumstances of all mankind, and to 
dispense blessings or calamities among the 
inhabitants of the earth. 

Thou, even Thou, O Lord God Omnipo- 
tent, art to be feared, and who can stand in 
thy sight when once thou art angry ? 

When we suffer thy terrors, we arc dis- 
tracted; but the light of thy couatenaiice 
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r> earns the most lively joy and gladness into 
our souls. 

Amidst the alternate conrse of good and 
evil, with which this sublunary scene is 
ciiequered, teach us cheerfully to acquiesce 
in thy govelrument^ and whether our circum- 
stances be more or less prosperous or calam- 
itous^ may the praises of our God always em- 
ploy our hearts and tongues. 

O Thou Sovereign Power, who regulatest 
the wide ext>anse of heaven, and superintend- 
est all the affairs of this lower world, may 
thine excellency make us afraid to sin, and 
excite us to work out our salvation with fear 
and trembling. 

Let all the earth stand in awe of thee, and 
all the inhabitants of the world bow before 
tbee with reverence and adoration. 

Let all people walk before thee with holy 
caution and circumspection, keeping in view 
that approaching day of reckoning, when 
every one must give an account of himself to 
thee. 

Happy is the man who feareth always ; but 
he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mis- 
chief and finally inherit sorrow and trouble. 

Fear ye not the reproach of men, neither 
be dismayed at their insolence and revilings. 
Who art thou, that shouldst be afraid of man, 
that shall die, ^^ and of the son of man, that 
shall be made as grass,'', and forgettest the 
Lord thy Maker, in whom alone thou canst 
find unfailing security and everlasting conso- 
lation. 
Whoso casteth off the fear of the Lord, and 



despiseth his commandments shall be destroy- 
ed ; but he that standeth in awe of bis word, 
and obeyeth his holy laws^ shall rejoice in 
his salvation^ and receive a glorious reward. 



EXER. VIII 

Confession of sin, with deep contrition, ac- 
companied with earnest prayer for pardon- 
ing mercy, and mth resolutions of repent- 
ancB 

Mas. Hear our prayer^ O God^ and heark- 
en to the voice of our supplication ; for vit 
are exceedingly troubled^ and pur hearts are 
disquieted within us^ because of our' trans- 
gressions. 

Fam. What shall we say unto ibee^ 
Thou preserver of men ! We have sinned, 
and done evil in tbeview of thine omniscience, 
and are no more worthy to be called tby chil- 
dren. 

Behold^ O Lord, we are vile; we have done 
perversely, and been disobedient to thy holy 
commandments ; in many things have we of- 
fended, and in all, come short of thy glory. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us ; but if \^ e 
confess and forsake our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive ^ns, and to cleanse- us from 
all iniquity. 

Considering that those who cover theirsios 
shall not prosper ; but those who confess and 
forsake them shall find mercy. 
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Wherefore let os humble oarselves greatly 
efore Almighty God^ giving glory to him 
ith confessions^ supplications^ and resolu- 
ons of new- obedience, 
llealizing our sins^ we are afr^iid ; trem- 
iing taketh hold of our flesh ; our souls are 
^pressed with heaviness^ and our hearts are 
^ut within us. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit 
id a contrite heart ; such sacrifices^ O God^ 
lou wilt not despise. 

To us^ O Lordy belongeth confusion of 
Lce, because we have sinned; but to thee 
elong forgiveness. 

Be gracious to us^ O our God ; cleanse us 
om our wickedness^ and blot out our trans- 
essiottSy according to the multitude of thy 
ader mercies. 

Surely it is meet to be said unto God, we 
ave borne chastisement ; if we have done 
iquity, we will do no more. 
Inspire us^ God^ with that godly sorrow^ 
Inch worketh repentance unto salvation, 
id which shall express itself in fruits meet 
r repentance. 

Cleanse us and we shall be free, wash us 
id we shall be whiter than snow ; make us 
I hear the transporting voice of pardoning 
ercy, that the bones, which thou hast brok- 
1; may rejoice. 

Give us a right mind, O most merciful Fa- 
ler in heaven, and renew a right spirit 
itbin us ; inspire us with holy resolutions^ 
id uphold us by thy free spirit. 
Then shall our tongues be continually em« 



ployed in celebrating thy praises, and we 
shall pass the time of our sojourning on earthy 
in joyful hope of thy mercy unto eternal life. 
May our souls be sprinkled with the blood 
of atonement^ and clothed with the garments 
of salvation^ that we may finally come to the 
heavenly Zion with songs of everlaslting joy 
on our heads. 



Eoffpressions of fixed resolutions to praisi 
God on account of his perfections ana prO' 
vidence, and of hope and confidence in hinu 

Mas. Mt heart is fixed^ O God ! my he&rt 
is fixed^ I will sing and give praise, for tbj 
mercy transcends the highest orb of heaven, 
and thy truth reachetb above the skie^. 

Fam. Awake^ up my glory ; awake all tbe 
powers of my soul; awake and give thanks 
onto the Lord, and celebrate the praises of 
his goodness, to which I am indebted for life 
and all its blessings. 

O Lord our God, we will extol and magni- 
fy thy loving kindness among the people, and 
will triumph in thy mercy ; for thou hast beea 
our defence and refuge in trouble j thy pater- 
DjBd arm hath hitherto protected and supported 
us, and thy beneficent hand supplies our daily 
returning want^. 

We will ascribe unto* thee dominion and 
power, for thy providence extends to theends 
of the earth,and the wkole family of mankind; 
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dispersed over the face of the globe^ are the 
jbjects of thy paternal care. 

We thank thee^ O God^ for all distingaiah* 
ing instances of thy goodness and mercy ; 
nay we manifest the gratitude of our hearts 
)y the lives of conscientious conformity to 
i by holy will. 

We beseech thee to hearken to our requests^ 
md give ear unto our prayer for graee (o help 
a time of need. For thou art our hope and 
)ur trusty and we would secure ourselves un- 
der the wings of thine Almighty patronage, 
imidst the dangers and enemies^ with which 
we may be called to encounter^ in the prose* 
iiution of our christian warfare. 

We will always praise the name of the 
Lord^ and daily perform our vows, and en- 
couraged by past experience, will still wait 
ipon him, and seek bis face and favour, im- 
(iloring the continuation of his merciful re- 
gards. 

The Lord is our strength and our glory, our 
Fower of refuge and the rock of our salvation, 
vVe shall not fall while sustained and sup« 
ported by his Almighty arm. 

If God be for us, who can be against us ? 
For his power is irresistible, and none can 
stay the o()erations of his hands. 

Let us always put our trust in him ; pour 
jut our hearts before him; fear him and 
keep his commandments, that he may be our 
friend in time, and portion through eternity. 

Blessed are those whom God is pleased to 

'jless, they shall inherit the earth ; though 

Uey should fall^ they shall rise again ; they 

3 
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sliall eojoy life and see prosperity^ and entail 
blessings apon their children and childrea's 
children to the latent generation. 

Let us then put our trust in God, and stad; 
to please and to approve ourselves to bioi; 
that we may dwell in the land, and be pros- 
perous and happy, under the smiles of his 
propitious providence, and transmit an in- 
heritance of blessing to posterity. 

Ood hath spoken to us, in his works and 
word, and we have heard his voice, pro- 
claiming aloud that power, wisdom and good- 
ness, are essential and immutable perfections 
of his nature. 

His omnipotence and sovereignty are never 
displayed, but in perfect conformity to eternai 
reason and rectitude. 

He is no respecter of persons, but in every! 
nation, he that feareth him and wprketh right- 
eousness shall be accepted, and he will finally! 
render to every man according to his wurk^. 

We will therefore always adore his gov-l 
ernment, and make it the principal care oil 
our lives to know, obey and submit to his 
will; then shall we pass the remainder of{ 
our days in joy and serenity, and, at last 
come to the heavenly Zion, with everlastin^^' 
songs of joy and triumph in our nsonths. I 
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Cfood men esteem it their highest felicity to 
approach God in acts ofttorship^ especially 
in the servicer of the sanctuary, iiuitable 
for Sabbath morning. 

Mas. O LoRD^ thou art our 6od> early will 
we seek thee; our souls thirsteth^ yea even 
longeth for thee; and thy favour eommaads 
ihe most ardent desires of our4iearts. 

Fam. While many say, who will shew us 
any good? we would make this our most 
earnest prayer, Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us. ' 

Blessed is the man, O Lord, whom thou 
choosest and causest to approach unto thee. 
Uis soul shall be enriched with heavenly 
graces and satisfied with thy goodness. 

Give us, we beseech thee, the joy and con- 
solation to behold thy power and thy glory in 
the sanctuary. There would we adore and 
bless thee while we live, and lift«p our hearts 
in praise of thy great and holy name. 

U Lord, we have loved the habitation of 
thine house and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth. And we were glad when they said 
unto us, let us go into the house of the Lord. 

How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of hosts ! A day in thy courts is better than 
a thousand. 

Let us bring the sacrifice of praise into 
the bouse of the Lord, and there rehearse his 
righteous and mighty acts. In his temple, 
let every man speak of his glory. 
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We will give thee th&nks^ O Lorcl^ in the 
great coDgregatiooi anil will praise thee 
among the people ; for thoa only art worthy 
to be celebrated by the supreme and anitedj 
adoration of angels and men. 

We will pay our homages and our vows 
unto the Lord in his sacred courts^ in the 
presence of all his people. 

Let us rejoice in dur teligious privileges^ 
and with reverence and sacred awe wait upon 
Crod in the services of the sanctuary^ cheer- 
fully joining the assembly of saints in public 
celebrations of his praises. 

And when we devoutly approach to Gtod^ in 
the institutions and ordinances of his worriiip^ 
may our hearts be disposed towards heaven. 

May our religious exercises on earthy serve 
to advance our preparation for the sublimer 
exercises of contemplation and devotion^ in 
unison with angels and arch-angels^ in the 
world of glory above. 

O thou eternal source of being, intelligence 
and moral excellence; we would give thee 
hearty thanks for that dignity and pre-emi- 
nence of nature v/hereby we are rendered 
capable of contemplation and devotion, «nd 
of offering to thee a reasonable and religious 
service. 

We will rejoice in the Lord, who teacheth 
us mCire than the beasts of the earth, and 
maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven. 

Let us celebrate his glorious perfections^ 
displayedtn the volume of creation and prov- 
idence, but more clearly in the sacred page^ 
of revelation. 
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Let tts take diligent heed to the ii\strQC- 
tioQs of his word^ aod treasure them op in 
good and honest hearts, that : we may become 
^vise unto salvation and finally be made 
partakers of the iuheritanee of the saints in 
light. 

We will wait upon God in the ordinances 
of bis house, and there publish with the voice 
of thanksgiving and praise his mighty acts ; 
and make known his woudrous works of love 
and goodnei^s. 

Blessed are they who dwell in the house of 
the Lord; that behold his beauty in the.sanc- 
tuary ; that are permitted to inquire in his 
temple, and to celebrate bis praises in the as- 
sembly of the saints. 

They shall go on from strength to strength^ 
and jnake progresilive improvements in faith^ 
piety and boliqesi, until they are prepared 
for the sublime pleasures and siipreme felici- 
ties of the heavenly Zion. 

X<et as watch daily at wisdom's gates, and 
wait at the posts of her doors, that we may 
grow in the knowledge of God and Jesus 
Christ his son, whom to know is life eternaU 

We will bring the saeriftces of praise into 
the house of the Lord ; we will rehearse his 
righteous actfS, and glorify him in his temple 
oil earth, that we may at last be admitted to 
the beatific vision of himself in his temple 
above. 

We will pay our vows and homages to 
bim* in the presence of all his people. We 
will confess, our sins, and make supplication 
before him in the sacred courts of his house. 

8* 
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Thps saith the Lord^ ye sliail Ireteifenee my 
sanctaary ; I will be sanctifted by those who 
enter my sacred courts^ aad before all the 
people 1 will be glorified. 

Blessed is the man^ O Lord^ whom thou 
choosest and causest to approach unto thee ; 
he shall be satisfied with thy goodness^ and 
pass the time of his sojoarniog on earth in 
joy and tranquility. 

The light of thy countenance shall beam 
perpetual day upon his soul^ and afiTord him 
joys and pleasures superior to the highest 
worldly fruitions. 

Thou wilt guide his feet into the path of 
the just, which^ like the dawning li^t^ in- 
creaseth gradually in lostre to the perfect 
day. 

Kefreshing foretastes of the pleasures of a 
celestial paradise will be his consolation and 
solace during his present pilgrimage, and 
when he enters the eternal world, his soul 
will be enraptured with the joys of his Lord* 



The majesty 9 power and beneficent provi- 
dence of Godf displayed in the phenomena 
and operations of nature, 

Mas. Praise the Lord, O our souls ; 
Lord our God, thou art exceeding glorious ; 
thou coverest thyself with light, as with a 
garment, apd art clothed with majesty and 
honour. 
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Fam. The heavens and the earth exhibit 
tonishing displays of thy power, wisdom 
id goodness, and conspire to excite adoring 
I miration, and to fill onr souls with devo- 
on. 

Who is like onto the Lord our God, who 
3th whatsoever he pleaseth, in heaven and 
1 earth, in the seas, and in all deep places ? 
The sun, the moon and the stars hath he 
ivided unto all the nations, that dwell upon 
le face of the whole earth. 
All the elements are turned about by his 
ounsels^ that they may do whatsoever he 
)mmattdeth them, in the execution of his 
urposes of correction or mercy. 
He commandeth the sun, and it riseth not, 
lid he sealeth up the stars. He torneth the 
h ado w of death into the morning, and mak- 
ih the day dark with night. 
He looketh on the earth and it trembleth ; 
e toocheth the hills and Ihey smoke. 
He raleth the raging of the sea ; when the 
raves thereof arise, he stilleth them, and 
etteth a bound that they may not pass over. 
God thundereth marvellously with his 
ulce; he directeth the sound of it under the 
vhole heaven, and his lightnings unto the 
nds of the earth. 

The God of glory thundereth upon many 
vaters ; his voice is powerful and full of mi|» 
'Sty; itbreaketh the cedars, even the cedars 
)f Lebanon. 
He causeth the vapours to ascend ; he mak- 
vli lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth 
lie wind out of his treasures. 
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By (he breath of God frost is given, and (li< 
breadth of the waters is straitened $ be sail!: 
to the snow, be thou on the earth, aiul castei! 
forth his ice like morsels. 

He also blesseth the spritigiiig of the eartli. 
and reneweth the face of nature in the seaso: 
thereof; so that the pastures are clothed wili 
flocks, and the valleys covered with com. 

He causetb the grass to grow for the cattle, 
and herb for the service of man, and crowo- 
eth the year with his.goodness« 

O Almighty Sovereign, may we stand id 
awe of thy glorious majesty, and may thes*. 
instances of thy power and beneficence in tbi 
order and operations of nature, inspire ur 
^ith a religious veneration of thy universal 
all- disposing providence, and teach us always 
to put our trust in thee, and refer ourselvci 
to thy oare and blessing* 

O thou cause of all causes, throughout tb. 
whole system of nature, and Supreme i)U- 
poser of events, we would acknowledge tlicc 
m all our ways, . beseeching thee for thv 
mercy's sake^ through our Lord Jesus Chri& 
to be our present guardian and friend^ auu 
our fipal and eternal portion* Amen. 



EXF4B. XII. 

The mind relieved^ in the view of preseh 
promiscuous providences^ by the prospec 
of future retributions. 

Mii9. O Tuou. Judge of all the earth 
persuaded that thy will is perfect rectitude. 



e would bow with reverent submission at 
ly sacred footstool^ and adore the dispensa- 
ons of thy righteous providence. 

Fam. Righteous is the Lord^ and upright 
re his judgments ; for the work of a man 
; mil he render unto him, and cause every 
lan to find according to his ways. 

l^he Lord is of purer eyes than to behold 
vil, and cannot look on iniquity j wherefore 
icn doth the wicked prosper, and oppress 
le man that is more righteous than himself? 

When we consider this^ doubts arise, and 
c are almost ready to say, verily we have 
leansed our hearts in vaio^ and washed our 
ands in innocency. 

But when we go into the sanctuary of the 
^ord, thlfi^ difficulty is removed ; for there 
e learn the future state of the wicked ; that 
ve displeasure of the Almighty will finally 
vertake them. 

Though a sinner do often transgress, and 
fs days be prolonged ; yet surely we know 
evt it shall be well with them who fear God^ 
it not with those who disregard him. 

Though there be often one event to the 

;hteous and to the wicked ; yet behold the 
ay cometh, when we shall discern between 
im who serveth God, and him who servetli 
itti not ; for verily there is a reward for the 
;;hteous ; verily there is a God who judgetb 
\ the earth. 

^xod hath appointed a day in which he will 
'<1ge the world in righteousness, and'render 
' every one according to his works. 
"^lay we rest in the Lord, and wait pa* 
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tieDtly for him ; be not disconraged bee&use 
of bim^ who prodperetb ib his vt^ay, or the 
man who bringetb wicked devices to pass. 

For evil doers will finally be cut down like 
the grass, and wither as the green herb ; but 
those who wait upon the Lord shall inherit 
the earth, and be glad in his salvation. 

Though clouds and darkness sometimes 
surround his throne^ yet persuaded of the 
justice and rectitude of his government, we 
will cheerfully acquiesce in his dispensations, 
and adore the wisdom and ^nevolence of hi> 
administrations^ amidst all tbe intrieaeies of 
providence. 

Shall mortal man be more just than Grodr 
Is tiot my way equal, saith the Lord? Are 
not your ways unequal ? Man was not madi 
to question, but adore. 

If smiling mercy crown bur lives, we wil 
gratefully celebrate the divine goodness ; am 
should adversity be our lot, we will repres: 
every murmuring thought, and adore the di 
vine justice. 

Whom the Lord loveth he cbasteneth^ an( 
causeth all things to work together tor gooi 
to those who love him* 

May the Most High impart his grace i 
enable us to comply with the methods of hi 
discipline towards us, in this world, tli:. 
mercies and afflictions may conspire to pro 
mote our preparation for glory, honour an- 
immortality, in the world to come. 

And 'when the present chequered scene o 
mortal things shall close upon us, may th 
great governor of futurity admit us into lii 
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leavenly paradise, where there are pleasures 
o be enjoyed, pure and perfect, unmixed and 
in interrupted^ adequate to the capacities and 
roDnhensurate with the existence of ourim- 
nortal spirits. 



EXER. XIII. 

Peneteniial confession of sins with humble 
j^rajfer, prompted by encouraging hopes of 
the mercy of God unto eternal life. 

Mas. Behold^ O Lord, we are vile ; what 
:^1iall we say unto thee, who art of purer eyes 
ill an to behold evil^ and canst not look on in- 
iquity. 

JFam. If thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniqui* 
^y, U Lord, who shall stand ? But there is for- 
giveness with thee. 

\V^e will ackuowledge our sins unto the 
Lord, and our iniquity we deprecate ; con- 
fessiug our transgressions, and imploring his 
pardoning mercy, in the name of Jesus. 

Reflecting on our past offences and ingrati- 
tude^ confusion taketh hold on our spirits^ 
that eauseth us to be ashamed of ourselves. 

Let us with profound humility bow before 
Grod and give glory to him, and make confes- 
sion, with deep contrition and hearty sorrow. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ; 
a broken and a contrite hearty O God^ thou 
wilt not despise. 

It behoves us, with penitence, to lay our 
hands on our mouths^ and our mouths in the 
dust^ crying unclean ; and to resolve^ for the 
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fat^re^ to cleanse our ways, by taking heed 
thereto^ acGording to God's holy word. 

We will arise and go to our heavenly Yt- 
ther^ and will say unto him^ Father, we have 
sinned and done evil in thy sight, and have 
forfeited the character of dutiful childreD: 
we beseech thee to pardon our iniquities, for 
they are great. 

Who can understand his errors ? Cleanse 
thou us, O Lord, from secret faults ; keep os 
also from' presumptuous sins ; let them not 
have dominion over us. 

Search us, O God, and know our hearts ; 
try us, and know our thoughts ; and see if 
there be any wicked way in us^ and lead ua 
in the way everlasting. 

O thou Universal Parent and Friend of 
mankind, have mercy on us, we beseech thee, 
and grant us redemption through the blood of 
Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of thy grace. 

Blessed is the man, whose transgression is 
forgiven; whose sin is covered, and unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity. 

Happy, in the assurance which the gospel 
gives of pardon, on repentance, let us labour 
to subdue each irregular inclination and appe- 
tite, to pluck up every vicious habit, and to 
acquire that holy character, which is a neces- 
sary preparation for the inheritance of the 
saints in light 

Rejoicing in the glorious prospect opened 
before us into futurity, by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, let us cast off the works of 
darkness, and put on the armour of light. 
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Anticipating ihe final Euge of our Lord, 
may oar path be that of the jast, which, as 
the dawning light, increaseth gradually in 
lustre to the perfect day. 

We will be steadfast and immoveable, aU 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as we know that our labour shall 
not be in vain in the Lotd. 



EXER. XIV. 

Rejoicing in the Lord as a being of trans^ 
cendent excellence^ whose kind providence 
watches over us continually for good, and 
fills our hearts with delight and ^adness. 

Mas. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye right- 
eous, for he is good, and his mercy endureth 

forever. 

Fam. Blessed be the Lord our God, who 
is continually loading us with his benefits, 
whose providence sustains us from day to 
day, and whose unwearied munificence sup- 
plies our daily returning wants. 

Let us esteem it the noblest employment 
of our rational powers and faculties, to cele- 
brate the praises of the universal Parent of 
good, the Former of our bodies, the Father pf 
our spirits, and Preserver of our lives. 

The transcendent excellencies of his na- 
ture demand our sublimest praise, and render 
him, at once, the object of the devout admi- 
ration and delightful contemplation of all holy 
intelligences throughout the whole system of 

the creation. 

4 
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Let the people praise thee, O GdiI, let all 
the people praise thee ; for thoa art inftoite in 
every perfection, and alt nations, before thee^ 
are as a drop of the bucket. 

The Lord hath done great things for us, 
ivhereof we are glad ; by hi? providence the 
lines are fatten to as,i;i a land of light and val- 
ley of vision, and we have a goodly heritage. 

Amidst a profusion of distinguishing bless- 
ings, both civil and religious, he presideth over 
the vicissitudes of the seasons, and crowneth 
each revolving year with his benediction, 
filling our hearts with food and gladness. 

He chargeth bis guardian providence with 
the care of os, both in the busy scenesr of the 
day, and silent watches of the night, and 
caoeeth the veiee ef health and prosperity to 
rewound in our habitations. 

. The blessings of his goodness alleviate the 
eares and assuage tlie sorrows cinav^ably 
ineident t& tbi» state ef ilnortality* 

The promises ef Ms grace do al{»o aaittiate 
our souls with the liveliest hopes of brighter 
scenes, beyond these so-blunary climes. 

Mav the incetise of praise, therefore^ ever 
ascend from tite altar of our gratefb*! hearts, in 
devout ascriptions to the benevolent AQt(>er 
ef our being and enjoyments. 

We will still put ofir trust in tlie Lord, 
Who is the confidence of all the eifds ef the 
earth, and of tbem who are afar off upon 
the sea. 

The Lofrd is our portion, tlierefore will we 
hope in him. He is our strong habitation* 
whereunto we may continually resort. 



fioals from affliction ftad deatb^ and is a very 
present help iu trouble. 

From the inexhaustible stores of his good- 
ness he supplies his heritage with the richest 
blessings, and causeth them to rejoice in Iiis 
munificence. 

He looketh^ especially, with a propitious 
eye^ upon those who fear him, and walk ia 
the ways of faith and piety, and embraceth 
them in the arms of peculiar friendship. 

They shall live in honour and reputation ; 
their memories shall be blessed ; and their 
virtues and worthy actions command the^ ap- 
plause of many generations. 

They shall dwell jn the secret place of 
the Most High, and abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty, secure from harm, amidst 
the pestilence that walketh in darkness^ 
and the arrows of destruction that fly at noon 
day. 

The Lord will be their refuge and fortress, 
in all times of danger, and make them safe 
under the wiugs of his protection amidst those 
wars and fightings, that spread desolation 
and death among the nations. 

For the Lord taketh pleasure in those who 
fear him, and such as are upright in their way 
are his delight ; and no good thing will he 
withhold from them. 

He will satisfy them with life, crown them 
with prosperity, and shower down salvation 
upon them, in a constant flow of blessings, 
pertaiuing to time and eternity. 

When they call upon him, he will answer 
them, will set them on high, and be their 
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portion and refage^ because they know bis 
name and obey his commands. 

All bis paths are mercy and troth unto 
those who keep his covenant. He will open 
to them his good treasure, and compass them 
with favour as with a shield. 



KXER. XVL 

Celebrating the unrivalled majesty and glorif 
of Godf with expressions (f joy and confi- 
dence in him. 

Mas. O Thou Supreme, Eternal, Self- 
existent God^ we would bow with humble 
adoration at the footstool of thy throne, esteem- 
iiig it the noblest employment of our rational 
faculties to celebrate tby praise. 

Fam. Who is like unto the Lord, our 
God, who is like onto him, glorious in holi- 
ness, venerable in praises, doing wonders. 

He is seated on a throne of glory in the 
Leavens, far exalted above all comprehensions 
and comparisons : The whole creation is as 
nothing before him. 

Who in the heavens can be compared uhtd 
the Lord ? Who among the sons of the mighty 
can be likened unto our God. 

The Lord our (^od is great ; there is none 
like onto him, neither are there any works 
like unto his works. 

Though there be that are called gods, 
whether in heaven or on earth, yet to us there 
is but one God, of whom are all things, and 

4* 
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by ivbose almighty providence the world is 
sustained and governed. 

The idols of the heathen^ though worship- 
ped as gods, are vanity and a lie ; they can- 
not do evil, neither is it in them to do good* 

But to the Lord our God belongs everlast- 
ing strength ; his dominion is universal, and 
all the powers of nature, as they were deriv- 
ed from him, so they owe their efficacy to his 
all-sustaining arm. 

The heavens and the earth exhibit bright 
evidences of his being, perfections, and active 
all-disposing providence. 

We will therefore acknowledge him in all 
our ways, and in all our affairs and coni^eros^ 
will raise our souls above means and instru- 
ments, in devout adorations to the great First 
Cause, who alone is uncaused. 

We will rejoice in the Lord, who, though 
he liveth upon the inexhaustible stock of his 
^wn perfections, and standeth in no need of 
the homage and service of angels or men, yet 
condescendeth to visit our abodes with his 
loving kindness and tender mercies. 

We will worship the Lord^ who^ though he 
can receive no benefit from our devotions^ 
hath, for the promotion of our own best inter- 
est, invited and encouraged, yea, command- 
ed us, by prayer and supplication together 
with thanksgiving, to make our requests to 
him. 

Our souls, therefore, wait upon God^ for 
our Expectation is from him. Commit our 
way unto him, aiid trust in him^ and he shall 
bring it to pass. 
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The Lord is our portion^ therefore we Will 
lope ia him. He is our strong habitation^ 
vliereuoto we may continual ly resort. 

He whose heart is ftxec!^ trusting in the 
.ord^ shall be as Mount Zion. In quietness 
ad confidence shall be his strength ; and be. 
ause the Lord is at his right hand^ he shall 
lot be moved. 

By patient continuance in well doings let 
IS endeavour to approve ourselves unto God, 
)(ir Creator and Preserver ; then will he be 
Hir friendly guide and support through life, 
ind finally crown us with the rewards of 
^ood and faithful servants. 



EXER. XVIL 

Faith in God, and hi8 Son Jesus Christ, and 
the way to increase and strengthen it. 

Mas. Let us draw near unto God with a 
me heart, in full assurance of faith, casting 
\\\ our cares upon him, that we may obtain 
grace to help in time of need. 

Fam. For he, who cometh unto God, must 
believe that he is ; and that he is a rewarder 
jf them that diligently seek him. 

And this is his commandment, that we be- 
lieve on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, 
who himself hath also said unto us, ye believe 
Q God, believe also in me. 

Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye 
be established ; believe his prophets, so shall 
ye prosper; believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and ye shall be saved. 
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Let us hold fast the profession of cor faitl 
without wavering, and always be upon owi 
guard against the snares of infidelity and the 
iusidious arts of the advocates of impiety and 
wickedness. 

We will take heed, lest there be in any oi 
us an evil heart of unbelief^ inclining us t<: 
depart from the living God, and to cast of 
his laws. 

We will wait upon him in the ordinance:^ 
of. his .house, watching daily at wisdomV 
gates, and waiting at the posts of her doors. 

We will attend to the glorious light of th» 
gospel, as to a light shining in a dark place, 
giving us clear information respecting tbt 
way to eternal life and salvation. 

This is the condemnation, that light has 
come into the world, and men have lovel 
darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. 

Let us walk as children of the light and of 
the day, that we may not fall under this con- 
demnation. 

Faith Cometh by bearing, and hearing bv 
the word of God ; but the word preaehed 
doth not profit, if it be not mixed with faitb 
in those who hear it. 

A man is justified by faith ; but the faith 
that justifies, works by love, and is made 
perfect by works. 

Let us remember, that as the body without 
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also. 

Let us, therefore, add to our faith the 
graces and virtues of a christian life ; for if; 
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hile we seek to be justified by faith^ we are 
iiQcl uareformed sianers^ our faith cannot 
ve us. 

JLet us always bear in mind the following 
claration of our blessed Lord, ^* Whosoever 
I all confess me before men, him will I con- 
ss also before my Father w|io is in heaven j 
it whosoever shall deny me before men, 
'11 will I also deny before my Father, who 

in heaven.'^ 

Lord, we believe ; help thou our unbelief, 
id increase our faith ; that we may be of 
e mumber of those, that believe unto right- 
iisness and salvation. 



EXER. XVIIL 

lie brevity of human life, the certainty of 
deathf and assurance of a resurrection^ 
adapted to occasions of mortality. 

Mas. Behold, O Lord, thou hast made 
ir days an hand-breadth, and our age is as 
othing before thee ; and every man at his 

st estate is altogether vanity. 

Fam. Here we have no continuing city, but 
e strangers and sojourners before the Lord. 
or what is our life? It is even a vapour 

U appeareth for a moment, and then van* 

leth away. 

Upon the wings of each revolving day, the 
i[)ortant hour is approaching with swiftest 
;)eed, when our own experience will teach 
s the full import of that judicial sentence, 
'u^t thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return. 
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What maD is be that liveth nxtd sball Bt 
Bee death ? And who shall deliver bis suo 
from the hand of the grave ? 
^ There is no man that hath power over tb 
spirit to retain the spirit in the day of death 
and there is no discharge in that war. 

The days of man are determined ; (the mn 
ber of his months is with tlie Lord ; he ha! 
appointed his bounds^ that be canuot pass. 

Let us rejoice in the revelation of Jesj 
Christ;^ which gives us assurance, of a resui 
reetion from the dead, and opens to view gk 
rions prospects into fnturiiy. 

Blessed be God, that as by ffian came deati 
by man also came the resurrection of tli 
dead ; that as in Adam all die, even so i 
Christ shall all be made alive. ' 

Under the apprehensions of mortality an 
the approaching period of all sublunary jovi 
let tts solace our spirits by contemplations'o 
that life and immortality, which the gospi 
bath brought to light. 

We will rejoice in the Loid Jesus Christ 
who is the resurrection and the life j for h 
hath abolished death, and will ransom u 
from the power of the grave ; and because h 
lives, we shall live also. 

When he shall descend from heaven, wit 
power and great glory, to judge the world : 
righteousness, then all that are in their grave 
shall come forth, and he will gather the rigb: 
eous of all nations from the four winds, froi 
the uttermost part of the earth to the utte 
most part of heaven. 

At that day the Lord Jesus Christ shi 
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reflect apon our own meanness and un worth i 
ness^ we blush and are ashamed to lift d 
our faces towards heaven. 

fam. Thou humblest thyself to take not'u 
of the exalted services of the heavenly hosts 
thy glory dazzles the light of the sun ; lli^ 
lookest to the moon^ and it shineth not^ ai 
the stars are not pure in thy sight. 

What is man that thou art mindful of him 
or the sons of men, who have their foundalio 
in the dust, and dwell in houses of clay, lb 
thou visitest them ? 

Cloathed with light as with a garment, (li 
appearest in the heavens in the brightest effi. 
gence of infinite excellence and perfectic 
amidst angels and arch-angels, and thousau* 
of holy and happy intelligences, who are cc 
tinually celebrating thy praises, in the idi 
exalted strains of sacred devotion. 

We rejoice, that though we cannot atu 
to the exalted strains of the heavenly hosts 
their devotions, yet we are permitted to j( 
our sincere though fainter voices, and bear 
part in the celestial harmony. 

With devout admiration we would ado 
the condescension of the great Sovereign 
the universe, in stooping from his throne 
glory in the heavens, to bestow his comp 
sionate regards upon us, vile dust and ash 
who reside on his footstool here below. 

We will rejoice in the Lord, who, notwi: 
standing our own insignificance, graciou^ 
vouchsafes to visit our abodes with his lovi 
kindnesses and tender mercies. 

Blessed be God, who hath not ^ly gi\A 
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Actuated by that faith ivhich is the suL. 
stance of things hoped for^ and the evidence 
of things not seen^ let as live up to our glori- 
ous privileges and sublime hopes. 

Thus shall we best promote the designs of 
divine grace and mercy towards us, until, 
being fitted and prepared therefor, we shall 
be admitted into the blissful mansions of the 
skies, where we shall be infinitely more 
happy, than it is possible to be, in the best 
condition on earth. 



The wonderful displays of (he perfections 
and providence of God^ conspicuous in th 
heavens and earthy and the necessity of sin- 
cerity to make our prayers acceptable, 

Mas. Praisb ye the Lord, for he is great \ 
his power is in*esistible ; his wisdom is in- 
finite ; and his mercy, boundless as immen- 
sity, endureth forever. 

Fam. His throne is exalted above the 
heavens, and the earth is his footstool, and he 
has an unalienable right to the supreme wor- 
ship and adoration of all intelligent creatures. 

Universal nature, through all her workS; 
exhibits irresistible evidence of the suprema- 
cy, glorious majesty, and transcendent wis- 
dom and goodness of the everlasting Jehovah. 

He rldeth in his excellency on the iskies^ 
presideth over the vicissitudes of the seasons, 
and regulateth the wheels of each revolviug 
year. 
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The ordinances of beaTen are subject to 
is coutro)> and tbe stars in their courses are 
lie ministers of his providence. 

He seodetb forth bis commandment^ his 
I ord runneth swiftly ; he giveth snow like 
i 00I9 scattereth the hoar frost like ashes^ and 
cisteth forth his ice like morsels. 

Again he sendeth out his word and melteth 
hem ; he dissolveth the frost with warm 
;ales of the south^ and the waters flow and 
well the rivers. 

Ue unbindelh the sweet influences of Pleia- 
les, and looseth the bonds of Orion. 

The tempest is his breath ; the thunder 
lurled tremendous, shakes the wilderness ; 
he mountains tremble, and atheists stand 

hast. 

God thundereth marvellously with his 
Qice ; he directeth tlm sound of it under the 

hole heaven, and his lightnings unto the 
nds of the earth. 

He causeth the vapours to ascend ; cover- 
ili tbe heavens with clouds ; prepareth raia 
(H* the earth, and maketh grass to grow upon 
he mountains. 

By his providence the pastures are clothed 
vitb flocks^ and the vallies covered with 
orn ; they shout for joy, they also sing. 

Ue crowneth the year with bis goodness, 
nd his paths drop marrow and fatness. 

We will celebrate the praises of his power 
11(1 goodness, displayed in the heavens and 
arth, through each revolving year, and will 
'atefully recognize his marvellous loving 
iudness to the. children of men. 
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Blessed be the universal parent and friend 
of mankind^ for those iuDiimerable blessings 
unmerited; freely bestowed^ which he is con- 
tinually showering down upon us. 

Let us make it our constant devout inquiry, 
what we shall render to the Lord for all bi< 
1)enefits ; and endeavour in all our ways to 
please him, that we may still he happy in his 
favour, and alwayj^ rejoice in his salvation. 

Therefore w^ esteem it reasonable in some 
solemn manner^ daily to prostrate ourselve^ 
before the supreme Lord of heaven and earth. 
to implore his pardoning mercy and grace lu 
fulfil his will. 

Though by sin we have forfeited the eb&r- 
acter of his children, yet he is, graciousk 
pleased to allow us to call him onr father, and 
to treat us with paternal kindness and mercy. 

Notwithstanding our unworthiness, he hati 
invited and encouraged us to maintain a sa 
cred intercourse with heaven, by prayer am! 
supplication with thanksgiving. 

Kelying on his gracious indulgence^ ^od- 
fiding in his promises, we will daily seek Lis 
face and favour, and implore all needed bless- 
ings, pertaining to time and eternity, 

O thou Father of lights, Who givest to all 
men liberally, conscious of our lack of wi^^ 
dom, we refer ourselves to thy guidance, be- 
seeching thee to shew us the path of life, and 
make us wise unto salvation. 

Let us remember that in order to renclei 
our external devotions an acceptable service 
unto God, they must be accompanied with pQ 
ritj of heart, and holy obediei)C9 unto life* 
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For^ unto men^ of unhallowed hearts and 
\ ives, God saith, What have ye to declare my 
statutes^ or that ye should take my covenant 
in your mouthis ? Your sacrifices are an abom- 
ination. 

God is a spirit ; and those who worship 
liim, must worship him in spirit and truth. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
And who shall stand in his holy place p 

He who hath clean handstand a pure heart; 
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity^ 
uor sworn deceitfully. 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
truth unto those who keep his testimonies ; 
lie will guide and shew them the way of life 
and happiness. 

They shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God of 
their salvation. 

Lead us in thy truth, and teach us, O Lord^ 
for thou art the God of our salvation. Keep 
our souis and deliver us ; let integrity and 
uprightness preserve us ; for we wait on thee. 



EXER. XXL 

Sincerity in religion made the subject of ear- 
nest prayer and exhortation^ calculated to 
promote the christian temper of candor 
and charity. 

Mas. O THOU Father of lights, w© beseecU 
thee to irradiate our understandings with the 
beams of heavenly wisdom, and may our 
souls be inspired with dispositions of rever- 
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ence^ gratitude^ and devotion ; ef purity^ iiu- 
mility, and charity. 

Fam^ May the great Father of spirits^ and 
source of all gracious influence, impress ear 
souls with a reverential fear of himself^ and 
shed abroad his love in our hearts. 

Animated by the noblest moUves, and ac- 
tuated by the best principles, may vre vith 
sincerity and persevering constancy^ &PP^y 
ourselves to every branch of duty. 

Whatsoever We do, let us do it heartily as 
to the Lord and not unto men ; for man 
looketb to the outward appearance, bat God 
looketh to the heart. 

Cleave unto the Lord your God, and serve 
him in sincerity and truth, with a perfect 
heart, and with a willing mind^ and with a 
pure conscience. 

Let us walk before him in uprightness and 
integrity of heart ; for his eye searches us 
throughout, and our most secret designs and 
intentions are naked and open to the view of 
his omniscience. 

Who is^ a wise man, and endued with 
knowledge among you ? Let him show out of 
a good conscience his works> With meekness 
of wisdom, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. 

The ways of those, who forget God, are 
misery and destruction, and the hypocrite's 
hope shall perish. 

Let every man pi^ove his own work ; then 
shall he have rejoicing in himself alone^ and 
his soul shall be cheered with serene reflec- 
tions. 
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did allowance for human frailties and infimi 
ties, and covereth a multitude of sins^ 

Judge not that ye be not judged ; for witb 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judj^ed^ 
and with what measure ye mete it shall be 
measured to you again. 

Charity thinketh no evil; it harbouretli 
no private grudges or unreasonable suspi- 
cions ; it believetb and hopeth all things as 
candour dictates, putting the most favoorabk 
construction on men's words and actions. 

Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle ? 
He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 
taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 

Whoso watcheth for iniquity shall be cut 
off; and what confidence can anyone have 
in the day of the Lord, who maketh lii^ 
brother an offiender for a word ? Such sball 
not inherit his kingdom. 

Thou art inexcusable, O man that judges' 
when thou that judgest dost the same thiDg^• 
for wherein thou judgest another, thou cou- 
demnest thyself. 

Every man must answer for himself, befon 
the Judge of all the earth, who will bring tr 
light the hidden things of darkness, an 
make manifest the counsels of all hearts: 
then shall every man, who hath done well. 
have praise and honour, but infamy shall fal 
upon the workers of iniquity. 

May our souls be inspired with christiar. 
candour and charity, and our lives be regulat 
ed by the sublime maxims of the gospel; the^ 
we shall see the salvation of God, and b 
able to lift up our faces with joy and coufx- 
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Guce, at the day of the revelation of hw 
ighteoQs judgment. 



EXER. XXII. 

'^alctdatedf like the immediately iireceding, to 

pvomote love and friendship and universal 

benevolence, and the importance ajtd ad^ 

vantage of Divine Revelation. 

Mas. O Thou God of love and peace, 
nspire us, we beseech thee, with the heavenly 
lispositions of benevolence and friendship, 
md, according to the measure of our capaci- 
ies, nwy we be Imitators of thy goodness, as 
.ve have opportunity. 

Fam. O oor Father in heaven, may it please 
hee to divest us of a spirit of pride, envy 
and malevolence, and to endue us with that 
'hristian temper of charity, which shall flow 
Q the perpetual streams of beneficence toward 
oue another and toward all around us. 

Teach us, O Lord, to preserve the honours, 
md perform the duties belonging to every 
jue, in their several stations and relations, as 
superiors^ inferiors, or equals. 

Then shall our lot in life be sweetened 
with domestic harmony, joy and comfort, and 
we shall be happy in the reciprocal embraces 
of mutual affection^ 

Rejoicing with those who rejoice, and 
weeping with those-who weep, we shall know 

hen by happy experience, how good and 
;)Ieasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
a unity. 
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May the God of patience and consolation 
grant us to be like minded oneltoward another, 
that we may with one heart glorify him 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The wisdom that is from above^ averse to 
envying, strife^ and vain glory^ is peaceable, 
gentle^ and easy to be entreated ; full of 
mercy and good fruits^ without partiality and 
without hypocrisy. 

With sympathetic feelings, it participates 
in the joys and sorrows that alternately mark 
the lot of humanity^ and is always ready, as 
far as possible, to mitigate the woes of the 
afflicted and distressed. 

What man is he who loveth life, and wisli- 
eth to see good days, let him avoid the paths 
of guile and hypocrisy, and follow after the 
things that make for peace, shewing meek- 
ness and good will to all men. 

liCt every man study to be quiet, and atteml 
-to his own business, endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 

For there is one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism, one God and Father of all ; and all 
men are brethren and partakers of the same 
common nature, though widely dispersed over 
the face of the earth* 

And ^* God to all whose friendly hearts 
^^ With mutual love abound, 

^^ Hath firmly promised length of days, 
" With constant blessings crownM.'^ 

O thou universal Parent and Preserver of 
men, in order to expand and improve our be- 
nevolence, we humbly implore thy blessiog 
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Though we can ia many cases judge, eveu 
of ourselves^ what is rights our consciences 
bearing witness to what is good or evil, jet 
we^are not a sufficient law to ourselves, but 
stand in need of divine illumination* 

For, without the aid of revelation, the law 
written on our hearts is not able to give us a | 
full knowledge of that good^ acceptable and i 
perfect will of God, which is necessary to 
shew us the path of life, and lead us in the | 
way everlasting. i 

Blessed be God for the glorious light of 
revelation, shining in the sacred pages of the 
Old and New Testament, which amply sup- 
plies the deficiencies of the light of nature, 
and is able to instruct us in the way of hoI^ 
and happy living. 

Let us search the scriptures daily, since 
they are profitable for doctrine, reproof, cor- 
rection, instruction, and sufficient to make u' 
wise to salvation. 

While we rejoice in the doctrine of salva- 
tioUf which was spoken by the Lord, and wa' 
confirmed by them who heard him, let us takt 
heed that we do not fall under the condemna 
tion of those, who love darkness rather tbai 
light, because their deeds are evil. 



EXER. XXIIL 

Covfesaion^ supplication and confidence v 
God, adapted also for Sabbath morning. 

Mas. Unto thee, Almighty God, do v 
lift up our hearts j trusting in thee we shai 
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lAot be ashamed or confoanded^ neither Bhall 
my sin or temptation triumph over us* 

Fam. For all those^ who hope in thee^ 
will not be ashamed^ but those who transgress 
without a cause, shall be put to confusion. 

Shew us thy ways, O Lord, and teach us 
i bypaths; lead us in thy truth and righte- 
msness, for thoii art the God of our salva- 
uon ; on thee do we wait all the day. 

Remember not the sins and transgressions 
Df our youth, but according to thy mercy, 
which has ever been of old, remember thou 
IS for thy goodness' sake, O Lord. 

Grood and perfect are thy laws ; therefore 
Iiou wilt teach sinners in the way ; the meek 
liou wilt guide in judgment, and those, who 
ire humble, will obey thy commands. 

All thy paths, Lord, are mercy and truth ; 
and those, who endeavour to keep thy cove- 
nant and testimonies, will receive thy bless- 
ing. 

Those who adhere to thy precepts, thou 
wilt strengthen in their ways; their souls 
v\ ill receive comfort, and their offspring will 
inherit the earth. 

Though by frailty they may fall, they will 
not be forsaken, for thou wilt be their support, 
and the wholesome defence of thine anointed. 

Turn thou us, O Lord, and have mercy 
npon us for we are desolate and aflSicted ; 
he sorrows of our hearts are enlarged. O 
rescue us from dangers that surround us. 

Look on our adversity and misery, and par- 
Inn our sins. Keep our souls, and deliver us 
(Voui trouble ; then we shall not be confound- 

6 



66 

ed» but oor trust and eouftdeuee shall be in 
thy word. 

Examine and prove us, O Lord ; try our 
reins and our hearts. Bxperiencing thy 
loving kindness^ we will endeavour to walk 
in thy truths 

We will not sit with vain persens neitber 
have fellowship with dissemblersy in whose 
hands are mischief and deceit. 

We will wash our hands in inn^e^ey^ 
and compass thine altar^ to acknowledge thy 
mercy with thanksgiving, and tell of all thy 
wondrous works. 

liord may we love the habitation of thine 
house, and the place where thine hoooor 
dwelleth. Our feet shall stand in an even 
place. In the congregation we will Uess the 
Lord. 

Thou being oor light and salimtiony whom 
then need we fear ? The JLord is the stceogtk 
of our life ; of whom then shall we be afraid: 
Though an biont of enemies ahonid ^^camp 
against us^ our hearts will not be dismayed ' 
Though war should rise against us^in tbn 
we will be confident. 

Une thiug do we desire of the Lwd ; that 
we may dwell in his honiMs, to behold \^ 
order, and to oelebrate his great and ho^ 
name. 

When thou saidst, seek ye my face, out 
hearts would devoutly reply^ 4by face^ Lord; 
we will seek. 

For thou^ O Lord, hast been our sbieM 
and defence when our friends and kindreil 
forsook u£^; and when false witnesses; &D<i 
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hose wbo breathed out cruelty, appeared 
igain^t usy thou didst support and strengtheD 
»iir h earls. 

Therefore we will wait on the Lord in bis 
aDctuary, and be of good courage. He will 
:;Mide our feet in the paths of righteousness^ 
or his name sake. 



EXER. XXIV. 

IHligence and Contentment. 

Oun Father, wbo art in hearten^ teaeh oa^ 
^ve beseech thee, in our severat MatiMs and 
elatioiis, to prosecute the- serviee required 
'f us with diligence and ednteirhttent. 

Lei et«ry man labour^ workitig witll hi« 
ftand the thing, which is good ; that he may 
have to give to bim that needetb. 

Be not slothful in business ; for the way of 
he slothful man is an hedge of thorns, and 
he end thereof is poverty and disgrace. 

The tbongbts of the diligent tend to plente- 
»usn«ss ; but he that is slothful in his iWTk, 
is brother to bim that is a great waiter. 

A good man with assiduous labour provid- 
ill for the welfare ef his family, and a virtu- 
;)us woman looketh well to the ways of ber 
^ousellold, and eateth not the bread of idle- 
ness. 

The band of the diligent maketb rich, but 
he soul of the sluggard desireth, and bath 
othing. 

Heeth tboo a man diligent in business ? He 
hall stand before kings ; he shall not stand 
efore meafi men. 



n 
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Let evepj man abide iu the calling where- 
in he is called ; and having food and raimeai 
convenient for us^ let us take heed^ lest at 
any time our hearts be overchai^ed with vex- 
atious cares and unavailing anxieties. 

Let us not too much solicit ourselves abeut 
what we shall eat, or what we shall driuk, or 
wherewithal we shall be clothed ; but let us 
make it our first care to lay up treasures in 
heaven^ in coufldence that our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who knoweth that we have need of such 
temporal good things, will bestow them iu 
competent supplies. 

Let us learn, in whatsoever state we are, 
therewith to be content, and endeavour to use 
this world as not abusing it, since the fashioa 
of it passetb away. 

Let your conversation be without anxiety, 
and be content with such things as ye have, 
for God hath said, I will never leave nor 
forsake thee. 

Let us take heed and beware of covetous- 
ness; for a man^s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the.things he possesseth. God- 
liness with contentment is great gain ; for we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is 
tertain we can carry nothing out. 

Better is a little with the fear of the Lord. 
than great treasure and trouble therewith; 
for what is a man profited if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth. 
where moth and rust doth corrupt^ but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven j for where 
your treasure is there will your heart be also. 
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O Lor(l> order our ontward ctrcumstanees 
I such a manner^ as thou seest to be best for 
a J and teach os to demean ourseWes as we 
ught in eveiy condition^ and may all provi- 
iences> whether favourable or calamitous^ 
rork together for onr sood. 

Then may we hope that the remaining days 
r our pilgrimage on earth, may be crowned 
iih joy and serenity, and that we shall final- 
y realize those glorious scenes, and solacing 
iiticipations, in the climes above, of which 
he gospel now gives the most animating 
Tospeets. 



EXEB. XXV. 

On Divine Goodness. 

1 . Mas. Almighty God, the heavens de- 
iare thy glory, and the firmament sheweth 
Am handy work, day unto day uttereth 
])ccch, and night unto night, thy knowledge. 

2. JFam, There is neither speech nor Ian- 
iiage but thy voice is heard, and the opera- 
ous of nature are universally before us. 

8. Thon ordaineth a tabernacle for the sun, 

hich Cometh forth as a bridegroom from his 

li amber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run liis 

ourse. 

4i. His going forth is from the end of heav- 

ri, and his circuit unto the ends of the earth, 

lul there is nothing hid from the heat thereof, 

5. (I Lord, our Governor, how excellent 

3 thy name in all the earth, and thy glory 

<)ove the heavens ; considering the works of 

6* 



tby ilDger^ the moon and stara^ thou hast or- 
daini^d. 

6. It behoves ns devoutly to enquire^ Lord 
vvhat itEi^man that thoa art mindfal of him, or 
the son bf ^man that thou visiteth him ? 

7* Thou hast permitted him to have domin- 
ion over the works of thine hands and pot all 
things in subjection to him. 

8. All sheep and oxen : The fowls of the 
air, the fish of the sea^ and whatsoever wait 
eth through the paths of the sea^ all acknowl- 
edge thy support and protection. 

9. The children of men unite in celebrat- 
ing tby wondrous works^ they abundantly ni- 
ter the memory of tby goodness^ and sing of 
tby righteousness. 

10. Thou Lord art gracious and mereifol 
long sujSering and of great goodness, and tbv 
tender mercies are over all thy works* 

li. Almighty Creator, thy power, thy glory 
and the mightiuess of tby kingdom are knowD 
unto men, tby kingdom is everlasting, and 
tby dominion endureth throughout all as;es< 

12, Thou openest thine hand, and satisfietli 
the desire of every living thing, and art nigh 
unto all those who faithfully call upon thee 

13* Thou wilt fulfil their desire, will at 
tend to their prayer, and grant their request 
Our mouths therefore shall speak the praises 
of the Lord, and let all fiesh render thanks (o 
his great and holy name. 

14. Lift up your beads, O ye gates, an^''^ 
ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, that tli( 
king of glory may come in. 

16. Who is the king of glory ? It is tb 
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ord^ strong and mighty^ even the Lord^ 
ighty in battle. 

16. Lift up yoar beads^ O ye gates, and 
e ye lifted up, ye everlasting dours, that the 
Iiig of glory may come in. 

17* His name will endure for ever^ and 
>ntinue as long as the sun. All nations do 
rill him blessed, and the whole earth be fiU- 
1 with his glory. 



EXBB. XXVI. 

Peculiarly adapted for the young. 

Remember now thy Creator in the days 
f thy youth, that your mind may be stored 
.vith treasures of comfort^ . before the evil 
iays of old age come on, wherein your relish 
for earthly pleasures, and worldly delights, 
\'i\\ cease, and be no more. 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call upon him while he is near; and hearken 
liligently to the voice of wisdom, which ad- 
hesses you in that language : ^^1 love them 
^^ lio love me, and they who seek me early 
A\si\\ find me.'' 

What is your life? A vapour which ap- 
neareth for a moment, and then vanisheth 
iiway. Teach us, O Lord^ so to number our 
<lays, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. 

Behold, O Lord, thou hast miade our days 
an band-breadth, and our age as nothing be- 
fore thee ; every man^ at his* best estate, is 
altogether yanity. May the God of the spirits 



ef a() fleshy eause us to know our eud, and 
the measure of our days^ what it is^ that ^e 
may fcuow how frail we are. 

Kefoiee, O young man^ m thy youth^ and 
let thy heart cheer thee iu the days of thy 
ycmth^ and walk in tho imaginatioii of thy 
heart and the sight of thiue eyes^ but know 
tbou^ that for aU these things^ God will bring 
thee into judgment. 

The fear of the Lord is (he beginning of 
wisdom^ the ways whereof are ways of pleas- 
antness^ and all her paths peace. 

Hay not, "We aro young; religion is too 
grave a business for our sprightly age ; we 
will wait for a more convenient season/' for 
the bloom of youth is no security against the 
invasion of mortal sickness, or the stroke of 
death $ and you know not tvhat a day may 
bring l^th. 

May young people consider, that nou^y in a 
peculiar sense, is the accepted time, and the 
day of salvation ; and that, should their lives 
be protracted to advanced age, they will never 
have a more convenient season to engage 
in the business of religion than the present. 

May the grace of God temper and moder- 
ate the gaieties oi their volatile age, and in- 
duce them to be sober minded, and to eonse- 
crate their blooming spring tb religion and 
virtue ; then shall they receive a rich harvest 
of joys and comforts in the autumn of life, 
should they attain to it. 

May a consideration of God's omniscience 
be a constant restraint upon inexperienced 
youth; and dispose them to repel temptations^ 
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I the laoguage of Joseph — '< Uow can I do 
J is wickedness^ and sia against God.'' 

^^ Reduce^ O Lord their wand'ring minds^ 

Amns'd with airy dreams^ 
That lieav'nly wisdom may dispel^ 

Their visionary schemes.'' 

Wherewith shall a yonng man cleanse his 
ay? By taking heed thereto, according to 
rod's word^ and keeping his ordinances and 
'ccepts. 

Early habits of piety and virtue, like new 
lothes on a yonng and comely body, set very 
racefully on a young mind^ and add peculiar 
eauties to it* 

Such habits are robes of glory to blooming 
outh ; like ornaments of grace about, their 
eads^ and chains of gold about their necks. 

Flee youthful follies and vanities, and 
erve the Lord with a perfept heart and wil- 
ing mind^ hearkening to the doctrines of his 
vord, and teachings of his ministers ; lest 
ou mourn at last^ when your flesh and your 
eart are consumed^ and say, ^< Uow have we 
ated instruction^ and our hearts despised re- 
>roof." 

O that there were such an heart in theiQ^ 
hat they might fear the Lord^ and keep his 
ommandments always; then would it be 
veil with them in time and eternity. 

^*With holy caution may they walk, 
And be thy word tlieir guide, 

'Till each, the desart safely pass'd, 
On Zion's hill abide." 
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Believing the doctrines contained in tbe sa < 
cred pages of the oracles of God^ receive with 
meekness and all readiness of mind the iu- 
grafted word^ which is able to save youi 
souls. 

For the law of the Lord is perfect^ convert- 
ing the soul ; the testimony of the Lord ']« 
sure^ making wise the simple ; his command* 
ment is perfect^ enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever ; the judgment of the Lord is ix^t 
and righteous altegelher. 

More to be desired are they than gold ; 
sweeter also than honey^ o(r the honeyconiL^ 
for by them are thy servants warned^ aad ir 
keeping theja there is great reward. 



EXER,. XXVII. 

Th^ righteous and wicked eemparei. 

1, O THOU Supreme Lord of Heaver 
and earth; we adore Thee^ as the ri^hteou!> 
Judge of the worlds who, without respect tu 
persons, will bring every wovk mto judgment 
with every secret thing, whether ii be good. 
or whether it be evil. 

S. In every nation he that feareth Grod and 
worketh righteousness is accepted of faini; 
but the wicked are objects of his displeasure, 
and are exposed to the awf»l effects ef M^ 
angry resentments. 
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3. Say ye to the rigbieous, that it shall be 
ell with them, for they shall eat of the fruk 
f their dcMtigs. Woe unto the wicked, it 
tail be ill with him, for the rewarcl of his 
a lids shall be giveu him. 

4- The righteous are delirered out of trou- 
'e, and the wicked are soared in the work 
f their hands ; for God will not cast away 
\e upright man, neither will he embrace evil 
jers in the arms of favour. 

5. The fear of the Lord is wisdom and 
lulerstanding ; but wiakedness is madness 
ul folly. 

6. Many sorrows shall attend the wicked 
1 all their ways, but mercy shall compass 
im about, who feareth Gkid and keepeth his 
ommandmen^. 

7. light is sown for the righteous, and 
ladness for the upright in heart ; but the 
ay of the wicked is darkness, and their 
ath leadeth to misery and destruction. 

8. .He that walketh uprightly, walketh 
nrely; the Iiord will bless his 'hasbitation ; 

it he that perverteth his way shall stumble 
ud fail, and the displeasure of the Almighty 
hall be upon his house. 

9. He that keepeth the commandment 
oepeth his own soul, and his memory is 
lessed ; but tie that despiseth the eommand- 

nent shall die^ and the ^memory of the wick- 
(1 perisheth. 

10. They who fear and serve the Lord, are 
•recious in his sight, and honourable ; but 
iie. workers of iniquity are vile^ and are an 
bomination in his sight. 
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i 1. The fear of the Lord prolongetb days. 
and the desire of the righteous shall be satis 
fied; but the wicked is driven away in hh 
wickedness^ and his years shall be shon 
ened. 

13. When it goeth well with the righteous, 
the city rejoiceth ; and when the wicken 
perish they are soon forgotten. 

13. When the Son of man shall come \i 
bis glory, and all the holy angels with liim 
then shall be gathered before him all nations 
and he shall separate them one from anotbe- 
as a shepherd dividetb bis sheep from tb 
goats. 

14. Then shall be say to the righteou' 
Gome ;^e blessed of my Father, inherit tb 
kingdom prepared for you from the found:' 
tion of the world ; and to the wicked, Depai 
from me, I know you not, ye workers oi 
iniquity. 

15. Teach us, O Lord, as becometh wi 
men to look diligently into the consequence 
of actions, and may a consideration of tl 
very different issues of a virtuous and 
vicious course, deter us from the latter, aiu 
engage us in the former. 

|6. Let us keep in view, that great day ( 
reckoning, whep we must give an accoui 
unto Grod, and order our conversation will 
proper regard thereto, that we may meet I 
final approbation, and obtain his gracious ac 
cej^tance^ through Jesus Christ pur Lord. 
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his people, and raised up for them an horn of 
salvation in the hoase of his servant David, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of the glory of bis grace. 

And thus hath perfbrmed the mercy prom- 
ised to our fathers of old, and remembered 
his gracious covenant, ^bich he had declar- 
ed by the mouth of his holy prophets^ since 
the world hegan. 

Our souls will magnifyibe «Lord and re* 
joieein^God ourSaviour, who came into the 
world to deliver us fitun.guilt and condemna 
tien,' and work out eternal salvation for ns. 

JM^yiOnr boeicntt8.gtow.wilh ardent emotions 
of gratitude^ when we reedlleet^ that cmto us 
a ebild was born, unto os a-aon was giveoi 
whosename wius Wonderful, Couoeelior, Iin- 
manuel, the iPruiee of Peac^ who eame to 
save his people 'from their ains. 

>0 post merei&lrFather in heaven, imprint 
we beseech thee upon our hearts, ike great 
doctrines, important instructions and momen- 
tous truths of thy word by tjiy Son. 

With adoring admiratton, therefere, we 
woi^ld celebrate hk condescending goodness^ 
in tM4^Mii«g iacamats, on .purpose that be 
liiugkt liv« among us as^a^diisinetteaeher and 
ii^structor^ and ftnally nmike hm ^90»l an offer- 
ing for sin. ^ 

Diverting himself for a aeason of the glorj 
which he Jbud with the Ifa&er, before iht 
world was, he caipe down from iieav«n to 
earthy that he mjght raise us from earth to hea 
yen, ;ind took ^ipon himour mortal natare, that 
Heipigibt^^KiaJJy etothe us with immortality 
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Let OS cultivate and endeavour to presene 
in our grateful hearts^ those devout regards 
towards God's incarnate Son, which his per- 
sonal e:i(cellencies^ condescending goodness, 
and sacred relations to us^ demands 



EXER. XXIX. 

Concludes an the day of Judgment, 

^^ O save me, power of powers supreme, 
In that tremendous hour.'' 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter : fear God and keep his commaDd- 
ments^fbr this is the whole duty of man. l^V 
God win bring every work into judgmeDt, 
with every secret things whether it be good^ or 
whether it be evil. 

God hath appointed a day^ in which he ^^il* 
judge the world in righteousness^ by lesus 
Christy whereof he bath given assurance to 
all me% in that he raised him from the dead. 
' Then we must all appear before the judg 
ment seat of Glirist^ to give account of our- 
selves to God, that every one may receive; 
according to bis deeds done in the body. 

At that day, the Lord himself, attendeii 
with a glorious retinue of angels, shall des- 
cend from heaven, with a shout, and the 
trump of God, and all nations shall be gaili 
ered before him, to receive their final destiny- 

Then all that are in their graves sbali 
hear his voice, and come forth ; and the dead. 
both small and great, shall stand before Got! 



wraih is eome^ and who shall be able to 
stand. 

Let the saints of the Most High look for- 
ward with reviving joy^ to that great day d 
the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God^ when the amazing scene above describ- 
ed will become a present reality^ and intro- 
duce them into the full and perfect possessioA 
of the blessings of redemption. 

, Let them rejoice, while contemplating that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and finally present us, before the 
presence of God, with exceeding joy. 

Seeing that the dissolution of the world 
will most certainly take place, at an appoint- 
ed period, when the Lord himself will des- 
cend from heaven, in awful pomp and mag- 
nificence, to judge both the quick and the 
dead, what manner of persons ought we to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness, look- 
ing for, and hastening unto, the coming of thai 
great day of the Lord ? 

Let us by patient continuance in well do- 
ing, seek for glory, honour and immortality, 
that we may be able to lift up our faces witk 
confidence, at the final tribunal of our suprein<i 
Lord and Judge, and have an open entrance 
administered to us into his everlasting king- 
dom. 

Keeping an attentive eye fixed on that fin&I 
judgment, which is every moment approaeh- 
ing, let us order our present eouduct and 
conversation with a proper *^iew, and refer* 
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mce thereto^ that when the gran4 event shall 
ake place, we may hear those blessed words 
)roQounced by the Sovereiga Jadge, ^^ Well 
looe good and faithful servants/' 

Alarmed by the terrors of the Lord, and 
L ocoaraged by the promise of the gospel, let 
as flee for refuge and lay hold on the hope 
set before us, that we may be safe and secure, 
when the heavens and the earth shall be dis- 
solved. And when we shall hear gasping 
nature's last tremendous groan, may we as- 
cend the skies, with triumphant exaltation, 
iind come to the heavenly Zion, with songs 
jf everlasting joy on our heads. 
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Idditional Odes for ChristmoB ; selected 
from the subsequent Papers on the Birth 
of Christ, for the Anniversary of i818. 

FROM THS BOSTON PAPERS. 

^^Aiid the angel said^ behold, 1 bring you 
i;ood tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For onto you is born this day, a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord." 

In our aversion ta ceremonies and holi- 
days, we have heretofore prescribed the com- 
memoration even of the nativity of the Mes. 
31AH. We rejoice now to perceive a general 
purpose, among dissenters, to celebrate this 
^reat event. And what can be more becom- 
ing all those of every sect, who believe and 
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hape in Jesus, the ^eat Spiritual DeliTeref^ 
thaa to iiotiGe^ in ^ religioiis ftod devout man- 
ner^ the day of hU^ advent to this worl4 ; to 
be our Light, our Lire, and our }1|!;ii£kh&r 
from siu and the grave ! We trust, we all 
sball unite, iu future, in this holy and grate- 
ful serviee ; in* adoring and praising God foe 
the gift of the Mbssiah^ to dispenM troth 
and pardon, and immortality Co man, 

' ^i Aroand the patriot's bust ye throng, 
Uim ye exalt in swelling song ; 
Vor him the wreath of glory bind^ 
Who freed from vassalage bis kind. 
Shall He who fellow men to save, 
Became a tenant of the grave, 
Unthank'd uncelebrated rise. 
Pass unremember'd to the skies ?'' 



CHRISTMAS MORNING. 

Swiftly fly the shades of night, 

And each sparkling star is gone ;^ 
While the streaks of rosy light 

Usher in the holy mom. 
'Tis the morn, when from afar 

Humble off'rings sheptrards bring 5 
And the burning eastern star 

Leads iltem to a Saviour £iag* 

Superstition's course was run, 
AH her footsteps stain'd with Iblood ; 

Desolation's work was done, 
Mark'd by an avenging God. 



89 

Sut the true religion's foes 

Were like misty vapours harFd ; 

When the sun of Glory rose 
Shining o'er a darkened world. 

^Tis the morn to Christians dear^ 

'Tis the morn that Christians love ; 
When their troubled spirits here^ 

Seek a resting place above. 
Tirtue spreads a bolder wing, 

Faith looks up with surer eye ; 
Death has lost its dreaded sting; 

Grave has lost its victory. 

Where a few assembled are, 

In the midst the Lord will be ; 
He will hear the suppliant's prayer^ 

He will mark the bended knee. 
At the cross, then let us crave 

Pardon of that God above^ 
Who, in heavenly mercy, gave 

Proof of his redeeming love. 

Guilt and sin in dread array. 

Haunt the troubled world no more f 
Every fault is wash'd away. 

By the blessed Saviour's gore. 
Erring Man, be not afraid ; 

Trust^to God's unchanging will ; 
For Ute, who in bis mercy made. 

Will in his mercy guard thee still. 



sa 



FROM THS rSVUttOITT BX$RO|tT«B»-*^jf J, PhOfi^ Etq. 

On this blest mora to BetUehem, 
The star-directed Shepherds came^; 
And here beheld what love dii^lay'd ! 
Emanuel in a manger laid:. 

Life and immortal hopes this daj 
Were tun'd on ev'ry Sevaph^s lay j 
Angels repeat the notes again^ 

With ^^PEAGfi ON BABTHr-^^OaO WtJst, TO 

Hosanna^ sing the heavenly birth 

Hosanna^ worship him ye earth ;, 

This day^ from death and bonds set free^ 

Triumphant shout the victory. 



VROM A BOVTUSmt FAPISR. 



All hail, to the season, when festive and gay, 
fiound the bright social fires of winter we 
sit, 
Delighted to pass the long evening away, 
^iViidst the pleasures of songy and the 
sparkles of tcit : 
When kind hospitaUty seeks to beguile. 
What heart can refuse> at the summons of 
mivth^ 

The brow of dull care to relax for a while. 
In the gaity to which merry Christmas 
gives birth ! 
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^estivUy reigns with Qtiliraited sway^ 
Aad closes the year bulb in Country and 
Town, 
Viih feasting and social, and music all day, 
The cares of existence iu pleasure to 
drown. 

[ow bright is the prospect wherever the eye, 

Or the mind is induced to direct its regard, 

Vliat favours of Heaven descend from on 

high, 

Kvery effort of Industry's sons to reward ! 

'iie labours, the pleasures^ the blessings of 

Peace, 
All mark the proud triumph of Liberty* s 

reign, 
a wealth and in numbers our people in- 
crease, 
And plenty reposes on mountain and plain. 

'nlightened Societies study with care, 
The means of adorning our land to com- 
bine, 
:roi7, llivers and RoadSf Education, all claim^ 
Their zeal to preserve^ to improve and re* 
fine ; 
'^rom the frontier of Maine, to the wilds of 

the West, 
Shines a picture unequalPd of national bliss^ 
So earthly community ever possess'd^ 
Sach cause to be grateful and happy as 
this. 



FAMILY PRAYERS, 



SELECTED FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS. 



First Prayer adapted at the beginning of the 

" year. 

Almighty God of the spirits of all flesh, 
and author of all created existence, who hast 
voficbsafed unto us to see the commencement 
of another year ! Hear our prayers unto thee 
respectin]o; time to come. We acknowledge 
that in time past we have been too earnest 
about the things of time and sense ; too re- 
2;ardless of the objects of faith and futurity. 
We acknowledge that we have too often walk- 
ed in a vain shew, and disquieted ourselves 
in vain. It is our desire in time to come to 
cast off all the unfruitful works of darkness, 
and to walk as children of the light and of the 
(lay. May this year witness our greater re- 
formation from every thing that is amiss in 
us ; and if 4hou shalt see fit to spare our lives, 
may it be in mercy to us. 

If it be consistent with thy holy will, may 
\ve be let alone another year, that we may 
cease to be cumberers of thy ground, and may 
bring forth fruit. We ask not length of days, 

8 
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merely to enjoy an animal life, but as it may 
furnish us with an opportunity of doing good, 
and becoming ourselves better. We commit 
all our concerns to thee, and would submit to 
those circumstances which thoo, wko knomi 
what is best for us, shalt ordain. If the Lord 
will, we desire the continuance of health, and 
the comforts of life. May we be prepared 
for sickness, and every change into which thoa 
mayest lead us. If tbi»e infinite wisdom shall 
appoint that we take leave of the world tlie 
present year, may we be ready for our dc 
parture. We dare not say we will do this or 
that; but we would cherish one purpose, to 
live better than we have done. 

Preserve us from all injurious delays, espe. 
cially from delaying to repent apd reform. 
Hasten us to keep thy commaudments, and 
practically to know every season of our visit- 

^u\ ***y ^^* *^® '^^Sht of darkness, in 
which no maa can work, overtake us ana. 
wares, and the things belonging to our peace 
be forever bidden from our eyes. Exempt os 
from their folly, who presume on life, and 

speak of good« laid up for many years. May 
we do With diligence all of duty thai our 
hands find to do, and go from strengtb to 
strength, till we shall appear before thee in 
thy heavenly Zion. 

If death shall approach by slow advances, 
may it find us well limployed; and if we are 
calied^on a sudden to exchange worlds, oav 
U not be our dreadful lot t^ have treasured «p 
fear wid remorse. When we finish this mor- 
tal lift, may the rod and staff rf t% wwdbe 
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8ons5 and all the rich provisions thou bast 
made for our present support and delight. 
We bless thee for all our comforts during the 
inclemencies of the winter^ which is now past^ 
for all the pleasant intercourse of domestic 
life^ and the kind offices of mutual friendship 
and good neighbourhood, and above all we re- 
joice in our capacities for contemplating thy 
glorious works with emotions of religious 
praise and pleasure. 

Thou art now sending forth thy spirit, and 
renewing the face of the earth. All nature 
feels thy reanimating power. May devotion 
invigorate and sanctify the labours of the ap- 
proaching season. May he who ploughetb^ 
plough with religious hope. May he who 
soweth^ rejoice in the expectation of reaping. 
Give us rain from heaven, and a fruitful sea- 
son, and fill our hearts with food and pioas 
gladness. 

Above all we beseech thee to multiply the 
spiritual seed of divine truth, and may not the 
wicked one catch away that which is sown in 
the hearts of any. Crown with success both 
our secular and spiritual labours, and may we 
reap both the harvest of bread and^the fruits 
of righteousness. Give us neither poverty 
nor riches ; feed us with food convenieot for 
us. By our spiritual improvements may we 
be like unto that earth, which, drinking in the 
rain that cometh oft upon it^ bringeth forth 
herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, 
andreceiveth blessing from God ; and not like 
unto that which beareth thorns and briars,!'^ 
rejected, and nigh unto cursing, whose endi* 



93 

lo be burned. Establish us ia every good 
.vord and work, and anite us more closely to 
him who is the true vine. As branches in 



\ 



lim wilt thou mercifully spare and purge us, 
ind may we glorify thee, our heavenly father, 
f >y bearing much fruit. 

To thee, O Father ! the husbandman, by 
Tesus Christ, the true vine, be all honour aud 
[) raise. Amen. 



Third Prayer, adapted for Summer. 

Almighty God, the creator of the world, 

whuse eternal power and supreme dominion 

ue seen by the things which are made ! We 

teseech thee to seal instruction to our souls, 

jy the prospects of the present season. We 

would raise our thoughts to thee by whom the 

HiQ rises in pleasing majesty, and in his daily 

i ourse diffuses light and heat over the world ; 

)y whom the earth is overspread with trees, 

and herbs, and flowers ; who art the father 

if tlie former and latter rain, and nightly be- 

::ettest the drops of the dew. We adore thee 

ti all the various productions of the earth 

which thou art now causing to advance to ma- 

lurity for the support, comfort, and delight of 

liy creatures. We desire never to forget 

hiae hand in the glorious scene in which we 

ire placed, or cease to derive all the moral in- 

truction thy works convey. Whilst we 

:;ratefully adore thy goodness in the pleasant 

ircumstances of this present life, teach us to 

Uust in thy mercy and deliverance when ad- 

8* 
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versity shall overtake us. May we carrj- 
about with us an affectiog impression of this 
truth^ that all flesh is as grass, and the glorj 
of man as the flower of grass. Having been 
planted in thy vineyard, may we bring forth 
much good fruit, so that finally we may be 
numbered with the trees of righteousness, and 
plants of renown. May our faith grow ex- 
ceedingly. U grant that by the milk of tby 
word and speaking the truth in love^ we may 
grow up unto him in all things who is the 
head, even Christ. Make our souls as a wa- 
tered garden. There may charity display 
her graces ; hope expand her wings ; aud 
the soil, by divine cultivation, yield all the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness. 

We bless thee, whose works as well as 
words speak thy will, for the confirmaiioa 
which the season affords to our religious faith. 
The corn of wheat, that was cast into tbe 
ground, has resumed the body which pleased 
thee. We will inquire no more, How are 
the dead raised up, or with what bodies tbey 
come? We rejoice in the prospect of the 
peaceful bow in the clouds, tbe early pledge 
of thine inviolable fidelity, and repose our- 
selves under the shadow of the Almighty, 

O that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness and wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men I Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, from everlasting to everlasting, and 
let all people say, Amenr 
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Fourth Prayer, adapted for Autumn. 

O THOU who causest the grass to grow for 
ic cattle, and herb for the service of man^. 
akiog the earth to brin^ forth all her fruits 
1 their season ! We bless thee for the rich 
lovision thou hast made of those things ne- 
essary to bodily sustenance. 

Although we have not walked in all thy 
atutes and kept thy commandments, yet, by 
ly mercy, the land has yielded her increase, 
lid the trees' their fruit. We praise thee for 
!ie blessings of harvest, which have been so 
bundantly plenteous, and beseech thee to 
lirect OS in the temperate and frugal nse of 
hy various bounties. May we not expose 
urselves to the accusation of wasting thy 
::oods, nor abuse them in riotous and intern- 
lerate living. With humble thanks we would 
eceive and enjoy thy gifts, acknowledging at 
iie same time, that we are not worthy the 
ruinbs which fall from the table of thy provi- 
lence. 

May our souls be impressed with divine les- 
'uns from the prospects of the season. We 
lave been planted in thy vineyard. We have 
been united to a choice vine ; but alas ! we 
confess with shame we have not brought 
grapes that are good, but wild grapes ; and 
iliou mightest in jiist judgment have taken 
away the hedge, broken flown the wall, trod- 
•len under foot thy vineyard, and commanded 
ihe clouds no more to rain upon it. But we 
are witnesses of the divine forbearance and 
patience. Spare us of thy grace, and grant 
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Qs another season to bring forth fruit. Wh( 
thy love does not constrain obedience, ma 
thy terrors persuade ; and by the expeclatio) 
of the harvest in the end of the world, maj 
we be awakened to sobriety, diligence; aai 
watchfulness. Amen* 



fifth Prager, adapted for the Winter, 

Inconceivably great and glorious Lord 
our G^od ! Before the mountains were brougbi 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth aud 
the world, from everlasting to everlasting thoo 
art God. The things which our eyes behold 
shall perish; but thou shalt endure: they 
shall be changed ; but thou art the same, and 
thy yeara shall have no end. Thou art call- 
ing us at this time to witness the periodical 
decay of nature ; yet not without a hope, from 
the immutability of thy character and la\v^« 
that there will be a renovation. 

In the order of thy works thou art Do^v 
giving snow like wool, scattering the hoar- 
frost like ashes, and sending thy cold, before 
whom none can stand. With devout grati- 
tude we retire to our warm habitations^ and 
solace ourselves with the unity and love oi 
our domestic retreats. We would be fNractic- 
ally mindful of our brethren who may inhabit 
the cheerless house of want. May not our 
hearts be cold when we see the naked, nor 
our hands be shut against the hungry. M«y 
the loins of the poor every where bless the 
rich, and may prayer, thanksgiving, and alms 
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itedly ascend to thee. Appear for the pro- 
tioQ of those^ who are coming un oar sea 
ast at this dangerons time : when they are 
^sed and afflicted^ do thou deliver them^ and 
^'ing them to their desired haven. 
O tbouy who rulest the year ! May our re- 
eciions on the season' carry religious lessons 
3 our hearts. We would adore thy ipcom- 
reliensible power, which ordains in their 
i-oper order, the effects we now behold. 
riiou sendest forth thy commandment upon 
irtb, and the windy storm and tempest fulfil 
ly pleasure. By thee the waters are bid as 
. ith a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen. 
Mie hoary frost of heaven, who hath gender- 
d it ? Have we entered into the treasures of 
now ? All is the work of thy unsearchable 
visdom, and almighty strength. We desire 

be filled with a sense of thy care and love, 
'ben we consider thy multiplied provisions 
or the support and comfort of man and beast, 
luring this barren, inclement season. We 

1 joice before thee in the assurance that the 
Icments are under thy control, subject to thy 
fi variable laws ; and that in the appointed 
ime, thou who bindest the sweet influences of 
he Pleiades, wilt loose the bands of Urion, 
enew the face of the earth, and spread life 
ad beauty through all nature. 

() thou who hast given senses, reason, and. 
'peeeh to man ! Preserve us from misemploy- 
mg the leisure now offered in excessive or 
Imi'tfnl diversions ; but may we use it for cul- 
tivating our minds, examining our hearts, and 
aying up stores of knowledge and goodness. 



May the changes of the year lead us to eo 
aider how the fashion of this world passe 
away, and to place our affections on thee, 1 
unchangeable and eternal good. 

By the death of the powers of nature, tbo 
warnest us to remember that we are mortal 
and that if by reason of strength we li 
many years, we may expect old age to b 
numb our faculties, and destroy our aetivit 
By our diligence and fidelity in yooth aa 
manhood, may we provide comfortable refleei 
tions and pleasing hopes, to cheer us in the 
days of infirmity and the winter of life. I 

Blessed be thy name, that as we kaow thou I 
wilt revive the decayed plants and torpid ani-l 
mals^ and make the fitelds^ now desolate, to| 
rejoice, so tboa wilt raise from the dead those | 
who sleep in Jesus ; that this mortal may put 
on immortality^ and this corruptible incorrup' 
tion. Make us thy upright and faithfol ser- 
vants while we live, that we may die in peaee^ 
and rest in hope, and rise in glory, througb 
Jesus Christy the prince of life. Amen. 



Sixth Prayer, adapted to the Annual Fast 

Almighty 8aviour of men ; the righteoas 
Lord, who lovest righteousness; who arts 
consuming fire to the disobedient and impeoi- 
tent, but a compassionate father to such as re« 
pent and turn unto thee ! We would come be- 
fore thee this day with humble 'confession ol 
sin and the deepest self abasement, beseech' 
ing thee to impress on our minds every ar^u 



}( 
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ent i» repentance and amendment, and to 
)ur out on oar land the spirit of prayer and 
1 mbte supplication. 

O tbou sopreme director in the aflfaips of 
I man society 1 We thank thee for the ad. 
iiitagcs of oiir condition; that we enjoy lib- 
ty, safety, and plenty; that we do not groan 
ider the miseries of tyranny, bloodshed, and 
iri ; tltat tbou hast given us fruitful seasons, 
ul preserved us from famine, pestilence, and 
ar. Surely the lines are fallen to ns ia 
easani places, and we have a goodly herit. 
,e. Yet we have miade unworthy returns 
-thy loving kindness, and shewn ourselves 
leservmg of thy mercies. We lament that 
tuiy has been abused by luxury, and liber- 
i)y licentiottsiiess ; our ease and safety by 
rife, cttvyings, and divisions. We lament 
it so little of the power of godliness is 
mifested ; thai so many restrain prayer be- 
e thoej and after all the expressions of thy 
ill, do la^mple on the sacred authority of 
ly laws. Sareiy it is of thy mercy that we 
e not consumed ; and hadst thou rewarded 
? according to our iniquities, we had before 
is time been made like unto Bodom and 
iinorrah. 

Awaken us to a sense of our manifold and 
l>eatEd provocations ; pardon the crying 
is of oar natim ; forgive all who humble 
emsedves before thee this day, and spare 
J people* Shew us tto things which belong 
our peace before the day of reconciliation 
? past. Fill as with that godly sorrow for 
a whieh works tne repentaAce* May we 
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no longer abuse thy mercies^ bat keep i\\h 
day the fast thou hast chosen, and loosirL 
every band of wickedness, become a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works^ so that th; 
displeasure may be turned away^ and tlio 
mayest delight to build us up and not destru; 

us. 

Grant, we beseech thee, this day healii.^ 
mercy unto us who have corrupted ourinai. 
ners; who have been indifferent to thy woi 
ship; neglected the interests of early educs 
tion ; indulged a spirit of wicked animosity, an 
made no suitable resistance to the inuudati' 
of profaneness and immorality; and anima 
us to rise and join with one heart and soqI i: 
promoting the honour of thy name, the inte: 
ests of religion^ aud the prosperity and lia[ 
piness of these United 8tates. May it ii' 
any longer be a source of lamentation to th 
righteous that no man repents of his wicker! 
ness, saying, What have Idone ? May evei 
one rent his heart and not his garment; an 
keep such a fast as thou hast chosen. 

Accept the humiliations" of thy people th: 
day, send answers of peace to their faurol) 
supplications : butj let none of us ever tbiu.> 
that by such days service, we make compei 
sation for past transgressions, or obtain dis 
pensation to continue in sin. May we all re 
alize that by such days privileges we arelai* 
under higher obligations to keep ourselve 
from our iniquity, and bring forth the fruits o 
righteousness to the praise and glory of God 

O thou, who rulest in the kingdoms of meu 
We intercede for all in authority^ whether ii 
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liurch or state. The hearts of rulers are in 
hy hands. Restrain their evil passions^ and 
'less those who. rule over men, with wisdom 
mm above, which is first pure and then 
leaceable. May all their consultations and 
iieasures contribute to the stability of our 
imes, to the prosperity of all conditions of 
nen, to the welfare of our children, and to the 
oreading of thy name and glory in the earth. 
\Vq would not presume on the ardency of our 
'I'^^yers, on the sorrow of our minds, or the 
lumiliation of our bodies ; but upon thy mer* 
y to repenting and returning sinners through 
lesus Christ. 
Universal parent and governor ! Be mer- 
'f^iil to the whole race of man ! enlighten all 
• iio sit iu darkness anderror; send forth a 
pirit of peace and good will ; restrain the 
iolence of unreasonable men ; exalt the 
^leek ; put an end to all deception ; may no 
^veapou formed against the rights of men 
[nosper; multiply the patterns of christian 
virtue, and the instruments of benefaction to 
nien ; extirpate idolatry ; direct all flesh to 
'»e knowledge of thy son ; and may thy king- 
'^m come, and will be done on earth, as in 
''^avea. Amen. 
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Seventh Prayer^ adapted to the Jinnwd 

Thanksgivings 

. O THOU ^bo art good iintQ all^ who exer- 
cibest loving kindness in all the earth, ad 
who hast come nigh to us by Jesua Christ, thy 
son ! It is thou jwha boldest our souls in life; 
who gi vest our daily bread, health in our ba- 
bitationff and peaee in our borders, and who 
crownest the year with tby goodness ! We 
desire this day, with affectionate gratitude, 
to recount thy mercies, and piously to ascribe 
honour and blessing, glory and praise to Tliee 
our rock and fortress, our strength and re- 
deemer. We would rest this day before Thee^ 
and make it a season of temperate feasting 
and religious gladness. 

How precious have beeu thy thpughts unto 
us, Ood ! how great is the . sum of thesi ! 
We bless thee for preserving our liouses from 
ihe ravages of five ; for all the hea;ltb and 
pleasure we have enjoyed in them ; for every 
portion of bread which has given strength to 
our bodies ; for the medicine which has ar- 
rested the progress of disease ; for the tear of 
sympathy which has comforted under trou- 
ble ; for divine preservation in our jouruies 
by land ; for prosperous gales on tbe ocean ; 
for exhilarating showers when in the field ; 
for every c^ieerfiil sensation when alone ; for 
the pleasures of friendly intercourse; for the 
benefits of good neighborhood ; for the privi- 
leges of public worship ; for the maiate- 
nance of civil order ; the coutiniiance of 
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peace ; the admiDistratioa of justice ; for eve- 
ry encouragement to well doiug; every mani- 
fcstatioQ of useful truth ; and for all the ad- 
vantages of our condition. 

Wilt thou graciously direct us to a right 
improvement of A\\ thy mercies.. Preserve 
us from the wicked indulgence of fleshly 
lusts ; from wasting our substance in riotous 
living. May we enjoy our temporal posses- 
sions with temperance^ cheerfulness^ and con- 
tentment. Protect us against the snares of 
prosperity. May we honour thee with our 
substance^ be rich in good works, and duly es- 
teem and praise thee^ the rock of our salvation. 

Perpetuate our privileges both private and 
common; continue to us the enjoyment of our 
civil rights ; disappoint the devices of the 
crafty ; prolong the days and usefulness of 
those public men under whose administration 
the righteous flourish, who cause every man 
to sit without fear under his vine and figtree, 
and who make our land a quiet habitation, 
errant peace^ order, and plenty in our fami- 
lies, our villages and towns, and throughout 
our country. Ke thou a sun to direct •all in 
authority, and may they bear rule under the 
influence of that religious fear which is the 
beginning of wisdom. Wilt thou bless all 
fountains of useful science ; heal and cleanse 
'heir waters; dispel the mists of ignorance; 
arrest the progress of profanity and vice ; 
make the people of our land humble before 
thee ; peaceable in their civil and social 
relations ; and zealous for the establishment 
of liberty^ or^er, and truth. May we not^iy 
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our ingratitude ever incur that censure, I 
have nourished and brought up children^ but 
they have rebelled against me. 

And now unto the Governor among the 
nations, on whom their safety and prosperity 
ultimately depend ; unto the King of kings. 
and Lord of lords^ be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power. Amen. 
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ADDRESS 



TO TflS 



iPECTATORr OF THE AWF*i;i:* EXECUTIOIf Of THE PrfcATKS 

IN BOSTON, 

Fehrvary 18, laid. 

Mir Fkienbs, 

SO exceedingly rate in New England, 
ihrough the great merey of God, is such a 
scene as yon behold, that you will not think 
it strange, if raaiiyi who wish well to man- 
kind, are desirous of rendering it infinitely 
beneficial to multitudes. Suffer me, then, to 
ask your serious attention to a few thoughts, 
which I wish to be impressed on my own 
mind, and which I cannot but think may be 
usefully impressed on yours. 

1. Consider the unhappy criminals. 

On them the attention of this numerous as- 
sembly is fixed, their awful situation now f 
ibeir past life, which has led to this result; 
the circumstances of their atrocious crimes f 
:lieir behaviour since the period of their ap- 
prehension and during their trial, and what* 
ever we may hare been able to learn of their 
conduct since they were condemned, are the 
•jrincipal theme of reflection and conversation.. 
rtiey are men, as ourselves* They are hast- 
inning to an awful eternity — to the bar of that 
iod, who is ^* angry with the wicked, every 

9^ 
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day/^ and whose dreadfal denunciations 
against the impenitently guilty are spread on 
the pages of his holy and unerring Word. 

My friend, pray for them/. Lift up your 
heart to God. on whose mercy you too are de- 
pendent, that He, for Christ's sake — for the 
sake of Uim, who groaned, and bled, and 
died, that sinners might be saved — would 
have mercy upon them ; and that, though 
they have been condemned, and justly, at a 
human tribunal, they may, through hearty re- 
pentance and a lively faith, be acquitted of 
their crimes at the bar of Christ, on the ground 
of trust in his all-sufficient atonement. 

Pray too for their relatives and frieuds. 
At the birth of each one of them, their affec- 
tionate parents were probably filled with joy 
and thankfulness. Ah, who could then have 
foretold this hour? Who could have lacerated 
their fond hearts by painting to them this 
scene of indescribable anguish ! 

They have had, probably they now have, 
friends. Wherever such may be at the pres- 
ent time, yet all the circumstances of their 
acquaintance and connexion will be investi- 
gated at the bar of God. Investigated, do I 
say ? Rather let me say, displayed to an as- 
sembled world by that Heing, wha knoweth 
at all times the state of every heart. Have 
these men been enticed to sin by their com- 
rades? Awful now is the result of such per- 
nicious fdendsbips. Have they themselveJ 
left the poisonous sting of seductive inter- 
course in the bosoms and hearts of their form* 
er intimates ? What woes unnumbered maj 
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/isue ! ^^One sinner," says tlie sacred word 
)f God, "destroyeth much good.*^ Who can 
ell, beside Him, who seetb the end from the 
jeginniug, and discerneth effects in their 
auses through an endless eternity, the influ- 
nee on mankind even of those sins^ which, 
vith respect to these unhappy men, are now 
)roducing the bitter fruits of death ! 

2. Consider the operation of the laws. 

Without them no security could attend the 
njoymient of any of the blessings of life* 
i'hey are absolutely necessary to the very 
xistence of society. Their sanction is de- 
rived from the Great Lawgiver of the Uni* 
verse. In this case, it is his authoritalive 
word which says, " Whoso sheddetb man's 
-jlood, by man shall his blood be shed.'^ 
Heverence then, in silence, the majesty of the 
aws — and consider that the existence of your 
lomforts, privileges and advantages depends 
*n the execution of them even to the exaction 
if the dread forfeit you are now witnessing, 
^nculcate also a strict obedience to them on 
ill, over whom you have influence. 

3. Consider, then, more particularly, the 
interests of the community. 

Every citizen, every man, has bis duties to 

lerform, and an influence to exert. His ia- 

luence ought to be salutary in its effects on 
)thers. Example docs much, even more than 

iiecept. On the rising generation especially 
: t operates with peculiar power. The young, 
indeed, are chiefly formed by the conduct and 
example of those, to whom they look up with 
i'everencej as parents, guardians^ masters^i 
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teachers^ and friends. From their corner 
sation^ their adviee^ their precepts^ admoui 
tions and instroetions flows the charaeter, in 
a great measure, of the generation which suc- 
ceeds them. Oh, then, let the influence ^m. 
exert be on the side of wholesome laws, pun 
morality, and Christian piety. Let the youu: 
behold in you the example of deep, seriouN 
practical attention to whatever things arc 
lovely, pure, just, virtuous, true, and of good 
report. Let it be the precious consolatioD o' 
your dying houf, that your example and in 
fluence have tended^ through the blessing o 
Ood^ to strengthen the hands of the good, auL 
to weaken the pernicious influence of sin : 
that your friendship has been a treasure o 
inestimable worth to those, who enjoyed \\ 
and that none shall ever lament the perio 
when first they knew you ; but multitude 
have reason to bless your memory, when yc 
have sunk to the grave— none to blush wiief 
addressed as your acquaintance^ friend, u: 
relative. 

4. If you are a parent, consider^ 1 beseec! 
you, your children. 

They are a precious part of your very sell 
For their welfare you have already thougl. 
and perhaps laboured much. Are you uu 
anxious to save them from the stings of self 
reproach, from the displeasure of the good 
from the animadversion of the laws, from th 
punishments of the wicked in this world aui 
the next? I eannot for a moment doubt it 
It would be unnatural — -it would be mon- 
«(rous*~that you should, not, be anxious tc 
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save them ft'om these evils. You cannot bear 

lie idea^ that they^ whom you so much love^ 

it whose birth you were so thankful^ over 

vhomyou have so often breathed, as 1 would 

haritabiy hope^ the fervent prayer to God — 

*)r their lives, their health, their happiness 

nd usefulness in the world — that these 

!iould be justly sentenced to die by a 

angman ! God forbid ! you exclaim. Go 

:ome, then, and bring them up for God. 

It is possible this most important work has 
»eea awfully neglected. Oh let it be neg- 
?cted no longer ! Your children have a world 
f sin to pass through — and scenes of trial. 
f they be not well grounded iu good prin- 
iples^ think of their-awful hazard and dan- 
ger. Temptations will assail them. How 
liall temptation be repelled; if the mind be 
ot early established and well principled? 
)elay not, then^ to enter heartily on the task. 
^eek wisdom and grace from the Giver of 
\ cry good gift — and see that you employ his 
ait to advance his glory, and the holy pur- 
ioses of his infinite wisdom. Ue has con- 
ituted you the guardian, as well as the 
irent of your children, and it is his will, that 
ou should "train them up in the way in 

liicb they should go.^' 

Let them have occupation. Idleness is the 
ilet of all vice. Industry, in any useful 

isioess whatever, assists the government of 

!ie thoughts and passions.' Industry is the 

a rent of virtue, usefulness and respectability. 

i lyou would have your children become bless- 

i^s to themselves and others^ and to your- 
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self espeeially^Heach thetn by precept and ex 
ample to be industrioos. Therefore^ 

Pot them early to school, and keep them 
habitually there* Are they at the period of 
life, above all, most proper to form the char- 
acter? Let it be formed by the instruction 
which are so liberally bestowed atthepres* 
ent day on the rising generation. Place 
Gt)d's word before them. Initiate them earlv 
into its saered truths^ and let its pages direct 
tbem continually. Especially, 
^ Teach them to reverence the Lord's dat. 
It is instituted to subserve the best interest! 
of man. its observation is ever attendei! 
with benefit, for even <^ in the keeping ol 
God^s commandmeiits there is a great re- 
ward.'^ And this institution is us mercifal 
as it is wise. On that day encourage reli- 
gious employment at home, as well as an at- 
tendance abroad on the public worship. 
Give your dear children the wholesome in 
struetion, which is appropriate to the Cbrif 
tian Sabbath, and has the sanction of tlie 
anthority of God. Or, if yon be hindered i'J 
doing this yourself, or feel an inability — b( 
thankful for the wise and salutary establish 
ment of Sabbath Schools^ and' at lead! send 
your children punctually thither. And be 
assured, that what is taught theni there wil' 
strengthen your authority at heme, and favor 
ably affeet the peace and welfare of yooi 
family, as well as advance the knowledge 
and promote the happiness of your children 
Watch over them, then, and pray . fbr thefl 
antl with tbem^-*4hat God> to secure you froa 
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)rrow on their accoant, would keep them 

om sin, and give you <^ grace to be faithful/^ 

istead then of being hung out as beacons to 

V e warning to men^ and terrify tlieui from 

:iuus courses, they will be, through the 

iae blessing, your joy and crown. 

Lastly, consider yotu'self. 

You have an immortal soul, and are now 

(1 ever will be under the government and 

ntrol of a holy, almighty.Grdd. You are a 

obationer for eternity ^<-aad its dread awards 

en now await you. To you the Most High 

s given His law, commanded his covenant, 

(1 offered His preciuus^ salvation, through 

e atoning blood of His Hon. His mercy 

u need for the pardon of your sins, for you 

ve broken His law, and stand before Him 

•sr justly eoodemped ! 

ilave you, my friend, already fled for re- 

;e to Christ? then you have already known 

be pldgue of yoqr heart," and obtained its 

nedy. Think,, then, with renewed grat- 

le, I conjure you, on the mercy you have. 

;)iH*ieneed. Think who and what have 

de you to differ from the unhappy crimin- 

^ you now behold launching into an un- 

'( (1 eternity, . Considering your great ad- 

'jtages, your sin may have been, perhaps, 

odious in the sight of God, as' theirs. He 

>ne has been conscious to all the secret 

ill of your vile heart. Uver its vileness 

ij have indeed often mourned, and often 

ve deprecated, in the name of your Kedeem- 

. that \vrath, which is revealed from heaven 

xinst all ungodliness. Let your life, then, 
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irieDd and brother^ prove that yoa are 
'< bought with a price^^' and are no longei 
^*your own/* but Christ's. Seek His glory 
ivhile yet you live, and let your light so 
shine, as to honor the cause you have espous- 
ed, to advance the salvation of your fellow. 
sinners, who are yet ^* in the gall of bitter- 
ness and bond of iniquity ,'' and to promote 
the praise of Him, who called you from dark- 
ness to light for the very purpose, pluckiugj 
you as <^a brand from the burning.'' 

But, perhaps,^oi(, who read these lines of 
exhortation, dictated by an affectionate vvisli 
to do you good — forever ! — are even yetlyin? 
under the condemnation of God's broken law. 
and are still unreconciled to Him. 

My friend your state is hazardous beyoni! 
your conception. There may be but a etej 
between you and death. Ton witness fello\v 
sinners hurried by a judicial sentence of m\ 
to eternity — Oh, consider ! already the mat 
date of your Judge may have gonie forth 
^^this night thy soul maybe lequired ofTUbi,' 
Should it be the case, and you have iso foi 
ther reprieve^ how will you appear befor 
God ! Time, talents, privileges, 'warnings 
advice, exhortations and instructions ba\ 
been all wasted upon you. God bas calM 
and you have refused Him a hearing. Hi 
ministers have called, and you ha\*e disre|2;ar(l 
ed their entreaties. Your ow n conscience ha 
called, but you have stifled her voice. M« 
God in mercy grant, that you be not foun 
impenitent, when He summons you away 
have done. 



MEDITATIONS 

KLECTEDFROM THE WORKS OF THE REV. JOHN FLAVEL. 

HUSBANDRY SPIRITUALIZED. 

Upon the early singing of birds. 

HOW am I reproved of sluggishness 

>y these watchful birds ! which cheerfully 

iitertain the very dawning of the morning 

vith their cheerful and delightful warblings ! 

ihey set their little spirits all at work betimes, 

IV h list my nobler spirits are bound with the 

■onds of soft and downy slumbers. For 

hame, my soul ! suffer not that publican sleep 

o seize so much of thy time, yea, thy best 

nd freshest time ; reprove and chide thy 

luggish body, as a good bishop once did, 

^vhcD, upon the same occasion, be said, 

The early chirping sparrows may reprove, 
Such lazy bishops as their beds do love. 

Of many sluggards it may be said, as Tully 
aid of Verres, the deputy of Sicily, that he 
icver saw the sun rising, being in bed after, 
10 r setting, being in bed before. 

It is pity that Christians, of all men, should 
uffer sleep to cut such large thongs out of so 
narrow a hide, as their time on earth is. But, 
lias ! it is not so much early rising, as a wise 
improving those fresh and free hours with 
Ciod, that will enrich the soul ; else, as our 

10 
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nothing, or tlial which is worse than nothiog. 
O 0iy soul! »learn to prepossess thysfelf every 
moraiug with'the thoughts of God» and suffer 
not those fresh and sweet operations of thy 
mind to be prostituted to earthly things ; for 
that is experimentally true^ which one, in 
this case, hath pertinently observed^ that i: 
the world get the start of religion ia ik 
morning, it will be hard for religion to over- 
take it all the .day after. 



Upon the haltering of birdSf with a grain c- 

hair. 

OBSERVING, in a snowy season, bow 
the poor hungry birds were haltered an'! 
drawn in by a grain of hair cunningly cas 
over their heads, whilst) poor creatures, tbe; 
W^sre busily feeding, and suspected no danger: 
and even whilst their companions were Avnvn 
away from them, one after another, all the in 
terruption it gave the rest, was only for J 
minute or two, whilst they stood peeping in! 
that h(3^ through which their compaDiou 
were4rawn, and then fell to their meat agair 
as busily as before ; I could not ehuse bu 
say, ^<Kven thus surprisingly doth dea' 
^^steal upon the children of men, whiUt the; 
<^are wholly intent upon the cares and plea 
^^sures of this lif«?, not at all suspecting its i^- 
«^near approach.^' These bird* saw not ll 
band that ensnared them, nor do they see tl 
proverb saith, .d man may be early uf, a^ 
never the nearer ; yea, far better it is to k 
found in bed sleeping, than to be up doi 
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Ltid of death plucking them one after anolh- 
into tlie grave. 

Death^s steps as swiflt, and yet no noise it' makes ; 
Is hand unseen j but jet most surely takes.'' 

And even as the survivinsr birds for a little 
me seemed ta stand affrighted, peeping after 
leir companions^ and then as busy as ever to 
leir meat again : just so it fares with the 
xicless, inconsiderate world, who see others 
aily dropping into eternity round about them, 
tid for the present are a little startled, and 
mU look into the grave after their neighbors, 
nd then fall as busily to their earthlyemploy- 
lents and pleasures agaio^ as ever, till their 
vvn turn eomes, 

1 know, my God, that I must die as well as 
t.hers ; but O let me not die as others do, let 
ne see death before l*%el it, and conquer it 
)efore it kill n^e.; le/y not come as an enemy 
M)ou my bacl^but rajher let me meet it as a 
riend, half wa^w^ .pit ! must, but let me lay 
ip that gooi ti Jtsw 1 go. carry with 

ae a good boj^iWe^, and leave behind me a 
^ood example when^I am gone^ and then let 
leath come^ and welcome* 



Upon the strange means of preserving the 

life of vegetables^ 

I OBSERVE that plants and herbs are 
^^ometimes killed by frost, and yet without 
frost they would neither live nqr thrive : they 
are sometimes drowned with water, and yet 
without water they cannot «nb?'-t: Thevare 
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refreshed and cheered by the heat of the suu^ 
and yet that sun sometimes kills and scorches 
them up. Thus lires my soul : Troubles and 
afflictions seem to kill all its comforts; and 
yet without these, its comforts could not live. 
The sun-blasts of prosperity sometimes re- 
fresh me, and yet those sun-blasts are the 
likeliest way to wither me : By what seem- 
ing contradictions is the life of my spirit pre- 
served ! what a mystery^ what a paradox U 
the life of a Christian. 

« 

Welcome, iny healthy this sickness makes 
me well. 

Medicines adieu. 
When with diseases 1 have list to dwell^ 

Fll wish for you. 
Welcome, my strength^ this weakness makes 
me able. 

Powers adieu. 
When I am weary grown of sHIfiiiicling stable, 

ni wish fur you. 
Welcome, my wealthy this loss hath gain'd 
me more. 

Jtiches adieu. 
When 1 again grow greedy to be poor^ 

Fll wish for you. 
Welcome, my credit, this disgrace is glory. 

Honors adieu. 
When for renown and fame I shall be sorry, 

Fll wish for you. 
Welcome content, this sorrow is my joy. 

Pleasures adieu. 
When I desire such griefs as may annoy, 

Fll wish for you. 
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Healthy strength^ and ricbes^ credit and con- 
tent, 

Are spared best sometimes when tbey are 
spent. 

Sickness and weakness, loss, disgrace and 
sorrow. 

Lend mo^tt sometimes, wben most tbey seem 
JL9 bprrow. 

Aijtd'if by tbese contrary and improbable^ 
wayp;lbe Lord preserves our souls in life, no- 
mar^e^v then we find sucb strange and seem- 
ingt|^^ij>on.tradictory motions of onr hearts, xin> 
der1[fce varrt>us dealings of God with us, and 
aVe fitijl restless, in what condition soever ho 
puts u s ; which restless frame was excellently 
expressed in that pious epigram of the rever- 
end Gataker, made a little before bis death. 

I thirst for tbirstiness, I weep for tears. 
Welt pleased I am to be displeased thus : 

The only thing I fear, is want of fears^ 
Suspecting' I am. not suspicious, 
I cannot Chu^eiiiit live, because I die ; 
And wbein^ 1 11^ u%t.dead, bow glad am I ? 

Yet whei^ (4iflii pn^^iad for sense of pain,, 
^nd oare^ aoij^^si I should careless be ; 

Then f|^ I^^ieV6'il^ being glad again, 

And^^ar^ l^t carefuliiess take care for me» 

Amickri tliese restless thoaghts^his rest I 

find, ,, V v^ . 
Jb^gr tbose that*rest'nx)t here, tb^re^a resi 
\ l^ehinjL^ '^ ^^ ,< 
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Upon the love of a dog to his master. 

HOW many a weary step, through mire 
and dirt, hath this poor dog followed my 
horse's heels to day, and all this for a poor 
reward ? for all he gets by it at night (is of- 
tentimes by thoughtless servants) being drove 
away with kicks, blows and bones^ yet he 
will not leave my company, but is conteo: 
upon such hard terms, to travel with me from 
day to day. 

O my soul ! what conviction and shim? 
may this leave upon thee, who art oftentimes 
even weary of following thy master, Christ, 
whose rewards and encouragements of obedi- 
ence are so incomparably sweet and sure ! I 
cannot beat back this dog from following me. 
but every inconsiderable trouble is enough to 
discourage me in the way of my duty. Rea- 
dy 1 am to resolve as that scribe did. Matt. 
viii. 19. ** Master, I will follow thee whither- 
'^soever thou goest;'' but how doth ray heari 
faulter, when I must encounter with the diffi- 
eulties of the way? Oh ! let me make a whole 
heart-choice of Christ for my portion and hap- 
piness ! and then 1 shall never leave him, nor 
turn back from following him, tbiiugh tl 
present dii&culties were much more, and tb 
present encouragements much less. 



II 



Upon the catching of a horse in a fat pas^ 

ture. ' 

WUEX this horse was kept in poor shor 
lees, where he iiadmuch scope, but little gra«^ 
how geuile and tractable was he then? ''• 
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would not only stand quiet to be taken^ but 
ome to band of his own accord^ and follow 
ne up and down the field for a crust of breads 
L»r handful of oats ; but since I turned him 
into this fat pasture^ he comes no more to me^ 
nor will suffer me to come near him^ but throws 
Mp his heels wantonly against me^ and flies 
a 3m me, as if I was rather his enemy than 
benefactor. In this I behold the carriage of 
uiy own heart towards God^ who the more he 
hath done for me, the seldomer doth he hear 
from me ; in a low and afflicted state, how 
uactable is my hfeart to duty? Then it come» 
to the foot of God voluntarily. But in an 
exalted condition, how. wildly doth my heart 
tiiru from God and duty? With this ungrate- 
ful requital God faulted liis own people,^ Jer. 
iii* 1. teachable and tractable in the wilder- 
nesSf but when fatted in that rich pasture of 
Canaan, "Then we are lords, we will come 
*^uo more to thee." How soon are all God'a 
n^rrner benefits forgotten ? And how often ia 
that ancient observation verified^ even in his 
own people ? 

" No sooner do we gifts on some bestow, 
^^ But presently our gifts grey-headed grow." 

But that is a bad tenant, that will maintain 
a suit at law against his landlord with hi& own 
rent : and a bad heart, that wilt fight against 
God with his own mercies. 1 wish it may be 
with my heart, as it is reported to be with the 
waters in the kingdom of Congo, that are 
never so sweet to the taste, as when the tide 
is at the highest. 
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Upon the hard Labor and cruel Uiage 

Beasts. 

When under loads, your beasts dogroan^thinktl 
How great a mercy 'tis that you are men. 

OBSERVATION. 

THOUGH some men are very caro 
and tender over their beasts ; yet others r 
cruel and merciless towards them^ not rega* 
ing how they ride or harden them. How of 
have I seen them fainting undBr their lor 
wrought off their legs^ and turned oat v: 
galled backs, into the fields or hrgh-Wtiv:: 
shift fur a little grass; many times I h 
heard and pitied them, groaning under uiin 
sonnble burdens^ and beaten on by mercii 
drivers^ till at last, by such crjfel usage^ ti 
have beea destroyed* 

APPLICATiOX. 

^ueli: sights as these should make 
thankful for the mercy of our creation, * 
/bless our bountiful Creator, that we >v 
^^t iliaile such creatures. 

Mifcn was made for nobler ends^'crea 
lord of the Jower wo^W f not to serve, bi; 
be served by other creatures ; a mercy < 
.should melt the hardest heart dnt'o tbaok. 
nessi "1 TtBrnemter^JUuther pressing men td 
thankful, Ihart they are not brought into 
lowest condition of creatures, and to b 
Bod that they can see any ci^attire bi: 
themselves, gives us a famous instance io 
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'iding in a great deal of pomp to the council 
of Constance^ by the wHy they heard a man 
in the fields, weeping and wailing bitterly ; 
hey rode to him, and ask'd him wMiat he 
liled ? Perceiving his eye intentlj' fixed upon 
in ugly toad, he told them that his heart melt- 
ed with the consideration of this mercy, thai 
xod had not made him such a deformed and 
loathsome creature, being formed out of the 
^arae clay : this is that which makes me weep 
/itterly. Whereupon one of the Cardinals 
liserved, the unlearned will rise and take 
icaven, when we with all our learning shall 
»e thrust into ^' outer darkness.'^ That 
which melted the heart of this poor man^ 
hould melt every heart when we behold the 
nlsery to which these poor creatures are sub- 
ected. And this will appear a mercy of no 
-light consideration, if we l>ut draw a com- 
parison betwixt ourselves and these irrational 
creatures, in these three particulars. 

i. Though they and we were made of the 
^ame mould and clay, yet how much better 
liath God dealt with us, even as to the outward 
man ? The structure of our bodies is much 
inore excellent ; God made other good crea- 
uires by a word of command^ but man by 
counsel; it was not, Be thou, but, Let ns 
make man. We might have been made stones 
without sense, or beasts without reason, but 
we were made men. * The noble structure 
and symmetry of our bodies invites our soulsi 
r.ot only to thankfulness but admiration. 
Galen gave Epicurus one year's time to im- 
agine a more commodious situation, configura* 
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tioD, or composiiioji of any one part of a Im- 
man body ; and (aa one sujth) if all the angels 
in heaven had studied to this diiy, they ctul;! 
nbt have cast the body of man iiilu a more 
curious mould. 

S. In.referen^ce to beasts^ oftentimes tky 
have little rest or ease, and live but a fe - 
years^ and those they do, are in bondage aii' 
misery, groaniug under the effects of ulbcr^ 
sio.f but God hath provided better for u- 
^Vti^i as tQ our outward condition in tb 
^^Id J we have the more rest, because lb'. 
liiive so little. How many refreshmcr,' 
aiid' comforts hath God provided for us^ ^ 
which they ar? uncapable? Ifwebewtar 
with labor, we can take, our rest; but fre> 
pr weary, they must stand to it^ or siulc urnlc 
it from day to day, 

8. What a narrow capacity hath God givf 
to beasts ! What a large capacity to ma^ 
they only are capable of a little sensitive 
.pleasure, by a little frisking in a green p^^^ 
^ tore, wliicb is all they are capable of : 1^^ 
how comprehensive are our souls in tliei 
^capacitiea? being made in the image of Ooi! 
^and thereby can look beyond present thiu?* 
CM^le of t^ie highest happiness, and that i 
r iilfeternity. The soul of a beast is but ? 
icj^aterialform, and dies with the body; "^^ 
pur souls ar« a divine spark, and sqbsists en 
^ 10 it9,ji^parate state. . /* . - \ 
, 4. To reflect, how great a, siy i^iagti^ti^ 
.4o God, for such a common, l^iii^i^^ 
.of creation and provision for us In IBBtworhl' 



I'licre is no creature made worse by kindness^ 
'jut mao. £ven the beasts acknowledge ia 
t heir way their benefactors ; " The ox knows 
his owner^ and the ass his master's crib/' &c. 
') that we might consider seriously what (he 
liigher aad more excellent end of our creation 
s, and endeavor lo live op to it. If other- 
wise it will be worse .with us than the beastS| 
hough they are under bondage and misery^ 
it is but for a short time, death will ease tbjBtfi^ 
•>r their burdens, but we shall suffer (uulesd*^ 
we repent) a heavier burden thaa ever TSy* 
felt, having no account to give. 

5. But those who devote their lives in grat- 
itude aud thankfulness, their ascriptions will 
iscend in the presence of God, for ttie many 
mereies they receive ; for the light and knowl- 
edge of the great things of the g<ispel, which 
^ives them a hope of inconceivable glory and 
lelicity in the world to come. 

THE POEM. 

WHEN I Im/bold a tired horse put on 
With whip and spur, till all hly ttrieugth bp gone: 
See streams of sweat run down his bleeding sides. 
How little mercy's shewn bj him who rides. 
If I, more thankful to my God would prove 
Thau such a rid4»r merciless, H#i II move:; 
My soul to praise : For who sees (his, an;^ eaii 
But bless (he Lofd (hat he was made a man. ; 

Aud such a sight the rider ought to move 
This meditation duly to improve. 
What hatb'this crealfire done, lha( lie should bo 
Thus beaten, wounded, and tir'd out by me ? 
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He it my fellow- creature ; 'tig mere grace 

I had not been in his^ he in my case. 

Ungrateful, stupid man 1 God might have made 

Me bear the saddle, as 1 see this jade. 

He never sinnM, but for my sin doth lie 

Subjected unto all this misery. 

Lord, make my heart relent, that I should be 

To thee more useless, than my horse to me : 

He did his utmost, went as long as ever 

His legs could bear him ; but for me, I never 

Thus spent my strength for God, but ofl have been 

Too prodigal thereof in ways of sin. 

Though tre'^ the horse, and I the man, 'tirill be 

Far belter with m)^ horse one day than me : 

Unless thy grace prevent and superadd 

A new creation unto that I had. 

Could every rider fix a serious thought 

On such a subject, and be hereby taught 

To spiritualize it, and improve it thus ; 

How sweet would tedious journeys be to us ! 

But such a task, a graceless heart tires oat, 

More than the tired horse I write about. 



NAVIGATION SPIRITUALIZED, 

VARIED. 



CHAP. I. 

In the vast ocean spiritual eyes descry 
God's boundless mercy and eternity. 

OBSERVATION. 

THE ocean is of a vast extent and depth, 
liougb supposedly measurable, yet not to be 
ounded by man. It compasseth about the 
^hole eartb^ whieh, in the account of geog« 
aphers^ is twenty-one thousand and six hua- 
ired miles in eompaiss ; yet the ocean envi« 
ons it on every side. The poet observes^ 

' !e spread the tea, whieh when he did command, 
■ swell with winds, and compass round the land. 

Vnd for its depth, who can discover it ? The 
ea in scripture is called the deep. The 
:atbering together of the waters in one place^ 
I Ten. L 9* If the vastest Mountain were cast 
i !ito it| it would appear no more than the head 
)f a pin in a ion of water. 

APPLICATION. 

This, in a lively manner, shows forth the 
jifinite and incomprehensible mercy of our 
'lod, which is said to be^over all his works. 
'ligh as the heavens above the earth, which 
are so high and vast, that the whole earth is 
'nit a small point to them. His mercies (like 
lie depth of the sea) can swallow up moun* 

il 
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tains as well as mole bills ; refer to.thescrip^ 
tures respecting Man«3seh^ Panl^ and many 
others. It has invited fornicators^ idolaters^ 
covetons^ drunkards^ those to whom the spirit 
of God aimis at^ if they will submit to the 
terms^ on which his mercy is tendered. 

In the vastness of the oeean^ we have also 
a lively emblem of eternity. Who can com- 
prehend or measure the ocean bnt God ? And 
who can comprehend eternity^ but Re that i^^ 
Mid toiahaUt it? Though shallow rivers 
nay be draineld ^ud dried up, yet theoeean 
eannei. And tbmi^h these transitopy dajs, 
fiienths, and years will at last •expire^ and 
determine; yet -eternity shall not. O! it U 
a long word ! and amazing matter ! what is 
eternity, but a constant permanency of person* 
and things, in one and the same state and 
condition- for ever j putting them beyond all 
fkOssiMlity of ebattge? The boath^Mnsed 
lo compare it by a ^irck^ or a sQike twisleO 
round. It will he therefore to us -^all^ eithei 
a perpetnalday or eight, Which cannot bi 
measured, so neither can it be dilnifushed. 
When thousands of yeani are gone, there U 
not a minute les$ to come. Drexelius illus- 
trates it by this similitude : Suppose a bird 
was to come once in a thousand years tosomc 
vast mountain of sand^ and carry i^way la faei 
bill one sand in a thousand years ; O what r 
vast time would it be e'er that immortal bird, 
after that rate, should carry off the mountain ! 
and yet in time it may be done, for there 
would be some diminution ; but in eternity 
there can be none* Also^ in time there is \ 
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and willing to cure all our wounds, bat wc 
would not commit ourselves to faim. • We 
ready that the arms of Olirist were open to 
embrace and receive us, but we would not. 
O unparalleled folly f O souI-destroylng mad- 
ness h now the womb of mercy is shut op^ 
and shall bring forth no. more mercies for me 
for ever. Now the gates of grace are shut^ 
and no cries can open them. 

Mercy acted its part, and has quitted tbe 
stage ; and now justice enters the scene, aod 
will be for ever glorified upon me. Uow 
often did I hear the bowels of compassion 
sounding in the gospel for mel But my im- 
penitent heart would not relent; but it is now 
too late, J am now past out of tbe ocean of 
mercy, into the ocean of eternity,' a»d shall 
never hear the voice of mercy more. 

O dreadful eternity ! O soul-confounding 
word ! Jin ocean indeed, to which thi< 
ocean is but a drop ; for in thee no soul shall 
see either bank or bottom.* If I lie but one 
night under strong pain of body, how tedious 
doth that night seem ! And how do I count the 
clock and wish for day ! In the world i migh* 
have had life but would not. And now, how 
fain would I bav^ death but cannot ? How 
quick were my srns. in execution ? And how 
long is their punishmeiit in duration. Oli 
that God would but vouchsafe one treaty 
more ! But alas ! all treaties are now at an 
end with me. Therefore my soul now cor. 
sider these things, and let us debate this 
matter seriously^ before we launch out into 
this ocean. 
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they are not fearful : but if they find them- 
selves uear. the shore^ they look upoa their 
situation very hazardous : the sight of the 
shore is to them^ like the shadow of deatL 
if not able to weather it. 

APPLICATION. 

The greatest difficulties that many saints 
meet with in all their lives^ is when they 
come nearest to heaven, and have almost fin- 
ished their course. Heaven indeed is a glo- 
Vioos place, the spaeious/and royal mansions 
of the great King — having a straight and 
narrow entrance — ^O the difficulty of arriving 
there I how many hard tugs in duty^ wbat 
earnest' contention and striving, even to an. 
Agony ! Multitudes^ however, put forth, nuA 
by profession are bound for this /air Aar^n - 
but of the multitudes that put out, how few 
do arrive there ?* A man may set out by a 
glorious profession^ with miicb resolution, he 
may offer very fair for it, and not be far from 
the kingdom of God, and yet not be able to 
enter at last^ Matthew vii. S3. - 

Tea many of those who are sincere^ and do 
arrive at last^ yet come to heaven with mncli 
difficulty, and put in, as a poor weather-beat- 
en vessel comes into the harbour, more like a 
wreck, than a ship, neither mast nor sail left. 
But then there are others who go in with full 
sail before the wind, and have an* abundant 
entrance : going triumphing out df the world. 
Ah ! when we arrive at the narrow channel, 
the soul then is in the most serious frame, all 
things look with a new facej conscience 



Junt at (Ke barbour'ft-motttli they Me tlie wreck 

Of seals there eMt away, aad drivea baek. 

A world of dkngVoHS rooks before them lie^ 

The harbour's barr'd, and now the wind blows high 

Thoughts now arise, fears multiply apaee } 

All things DOW about them hare Miother Ikeea 

Infe biases^ just like an expiring lights 

The soul's upon the Up prepar'd ftr flight. 

Dea^ till the resurreetioni tears and rends,. 

Out of eaeh ether'e arms^ two partiligfffieivfai. 

The soul and body. Ah I but m»re thKn so 

Satan falls upon them e're they go^ 

With new temptatiensi baek'd with M his power I 

And'seru|^les kept on purpose for thai h6iir« 

This is the last eneeuntery new^ oroever $ 

H he uieeeedeth now, they're gone for evet. 

Thus in they put^ with hardships al tbe laift,. 

As ships out of a stormy nor sailsi nor ttasi : 

Tet seme gain befere a^ wind, and have 

Their streamer tff atf suranee flying l^rave* 

Lord gire me easier entranee, if thou please; 

Of if I may .net thefe arrive with ease,. 

Yet I beseeeh thee, set me safe ashore, 

The' Stormy winds at harbeur*s mouth should roar 



CHAP. m. 

How glad are seamen when tbej make tbe shore 
And saints, no less, when all their danger^s o^er. 

OBSERVATION; 

WHAT joy is there among seamen^ whei 
at last^ after a tedious aud daogeroas ^voyage . 
they descry land^ and see the desired bavei 
before tliem ? Then they turn out of theii 
loathed cabins; and come on deck; address 
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flower^ beauty and branches are gone^ one puff 
of wind blows it away^ one churlish easterly 
blast shrivels it up. 

Uow mad a thing is it^ then^ for any man to 
be lifted up in pride, upon such a vanity as this 
is — to build so lofty an overjetting a roof^ upon 
such a feeble^ tottering foundation? Mone 
have more frequent experience of this^ than 
you that are merchants, and seamen^ whose 
estates are floating ; and yet such as have had 
the highest security in the eye of reason, 
bav^, notwithstanding, experienced the vanity 
of these things. History likewise informs us, 
Uepry the 4th, a potent prince, was so reduced 
that he petitioned for a prebend's place in the 
church of 8pire« Gallimer, king of the Van- 
dals, was brought so low that he sent to his 
friend for a sponge to dry up h^s tears, a loaf 
of bread to maintain his life, and an harp to 
solace himself in his misery. The story of 
Bellisarius is very affecting, a man famous in 
his time, general of an army, yet having bis 
eyes put t>ut, and stripped of all earthly com- 
forts, was led through the streets crying, 
^ Give one penny to poor Bellisarius.'' iVlen 
herefore of tbe greatest estates and honour, 
lave nevertheless become the very scorn of 
jfortune*. Oh then ! what a folly is it, to set 
the. hearty and let out the affections on them. 

r 

REFLECTION. 

If'thd creature therefore is so vain and nn- 
siable^tben why are our affections feio hot 
and eager after it^ and doat upon its beauty ? 
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CHAP, IV. 

f 

Look at the sea bj turns, doth ebb and flow ; 

So their estates, that use it, come and go. 

What dangers seamen run for little gains, 

Who, for their souls, would ne'er take half the pains 2 

OBBERYATION. 

THB sea hath its alternate course and mo- 
tion, its ebbings and flowings ; do sooner is it 
high water, but it begins to ebb again^ and leave 
the shore naked and dry, which but a little be- 
fore, it covered and overflowed. And as its 
tides, so also its waves are the emblems of in- 
constancy, still rolling and tumblings this way 
and that^ never fixed and quiet. 

APPLICATION. 

Thus unstable and ineonstant are all out- 
ward things, there is no depending on them, 
nothing of any substance, or any solid con- 
sistence in them. Riches often make to 
themselves wings and fly away as an eagle to- 
wards heaven. In flying to us, saith saint 
Augustine, they have scarce a sparrow's wings, 
but in flying from us, wings as an eagle. We 
are ail subject to vanity by sin, the scrip- 
tares saith^ As the flowers of the grass, so shall 
the rich man fade away. Many a man out- 
lives his estate and honour, and stands in the 
world as a bare dry stalk in the field, whose 

IS 
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flower^ beauty and branches are gone^ one puff 
of wind blows it away^ one churlish easterly 
blast shrivels it up. 

How mad a thing is it, then, for any man to 
be lifted up in pride, upon such a vanity as this 
is — to build so lofty an overjetting a roof, upon 
such a feeble, tottering foundation? None 
have more frequent experience of this^ than 
you that are merchants, and seamen, whose 
estates are floating ; and yet such as have had 
the highest security in the eye of reason, 
have, notwithstanding, experienced the vanity 
of these things. History likewise informs as, 
Hepry the 4th, a potent prince, was so reduced 
that he petitioned for a prebend's place in the 
church of Spire. Gallimer, king of the Van- 
dals, was brought so low that he sent to his 
friend for a. sponge to dry up h^s tears, a loaf 
of bread to maintain his life, and an harp to 
solace himself in his misery. The story of 
Bellisarius is very affecting, a man famous in 
his time, general of an army, yet having bis 
eyes put out, and stripped of all earthly com- 
forts, was led through the streets crying, 
^^ Give one penny to poor Bellisarius.^' Men 
therefore of the greatest estates and honour, 
have nevertheless become the very seem of 
fortune. Uh then! what a folly is it, to set 
the heart, and let out the affections an them. 

REFLECTION. 

If' the creature therefore is so vain and nn- 
stable-^^tben why are our affections i^o hot 
Md eager after it^ and doat upon its beauty ? 




139 

may our spirits therefore be raised above 
them, and our conversation more in Heaven-— 
As the angel from thence^ having one foot on 
the sea^ and another on the earth, having a 
crown opon his head.— -May we therefore set 
one foot upon all the cares^ fears, and terrors 
of the world, and another upon all the tempt. 
iiig splendor and glory of it^ treading both 
under foot in the dust, and crowning ourselves 
with nothing but spiritual excellencies and 
glory. ' 

TI«B POEM. 

Judge in thyself O Christian ! is it meet* 
To set thy heart on what beasts set their feet f 
'Tis no hyperbole,, if you be told, 
You dig for dross, with mattocks made of gold^ 
AflFections are too costly to bestow 
Upon such fair fac'd nothings bere below. 
The eagle scorns to fall down from on high, 
(The proverb saith) to catch the silly fly : 
Aod: can a Christian leave the face of God, 
P embrace tht earth, or doat upon a clod ? 
Can eartbly things thy heart so strangely move, 
To tempi it down from the delights above ; 
Like thoughtless seamen who their cabins sweep 
And trim, when all is sinking in the deep : 
Or like the silly bird, that to her nest 
Doth carry straws, and never is at rest, 
Till it be featberM well, but doth not see 
The ^xe bene^th^ that's hewing down the tree* 
If on a thorn thy heart itself repose 
With such delight, what if it were a rose ? 
Admire O saint, the wisdom of thy God, 
Who of the selfsame tree doth make a rod, 
Lest thou should surfeit on forbidden fruit. 
And live not like a saint, bat like a brute. 
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CHAP. V, 

Tho^ many fears and dangers seaijnen run, 
Yet all's forgotten when they do return. 
A little leak neglected, dangerous proves ; 
One sin connived at, the soul undoes. 

OBSERVATION, 

THE smallest leak^ if not timely discovered 
and stopt^ is enough to sin|^ a ship of tho great- 
est burden : therefore seamen frequently try 
what water is in the hold ; and if they find it 
fresb) and increasing upon them^ they ply the 
pump^ and set the carpenters to search for it 
and stop it, and till it be discovered they can- 
not be quiet. 

APPLICATION, 

What such a leak is to a sbip^ is similar to 
the smallest sin neglected to the soul ; it is 
enough to ruin it eternally. No sin, though 
ever so small is tolerated by the pure and per- 
fect law of doA^ which extends to all oor 
^ords, thoughts^ actions and affections : lay- 
ing a restraint upon them all, conniving at no 
evil in any man. And as the word gives no 
^allowance for the least sin^ so it is the very 
nature of sincerity and uprightness, to set the 
heart against every way of wickedness, and 
especially that sin which so easily besets us ; 
(as the philosopher observes) Hin is of the 
whole kind ; those who bate siu; as sin, and 
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so doth everjr tipiigbt soul^ hate all sins as 
well as' some. 

Again^ the soul that hath experieneed a 
sight of Christ and a discovery of the evil of 
sin, in the glass both of the law and gospel^ 
can account no sin small. He knows the de- 
merits of the smallest sin is God^s displeasiire, 
and that not the least sin can be remitted, 
witfaoat the application of the blood of Christ 
To eonclnde, Gud's people know, that little, as 
well as great sins, are dangerous, deadly and 
destrnctive in their own natnre ; a little poison 
will destroy a man. Adrian was ehoaked 
with k gnat. CsBsar was stabbed with bodkins. 
Adam's sin, (many suppose) was not great— < 
but the scripture informs us what dreadful 
work it made ! not as a single bullet to kill 
himself only, but as a ehain-shot, which cut 
eff all his poor posterity. Indeed, no sin can 
be little, because its object, against whom it 
may be committed^ is so great, whence it re- 
ceives. a kind of infiniteness in itself, and be- 
cause the price paid to redeem us from it; is so 
iuvalaable. 

REFLECTION. 

And is the smallest sin not only destructive 
in its own nature, but will certainly prove the 
ruin of that soul that hides and covers it. 
Look to it then, O my soul, that no sin be in- 
dulged by thee — let^ me never say of any sin 
as Lot did to Zuar, <^ It is a little one spare 
it.'' If our hearts are right, and our con- 
versation sound, that lust^ whatever it be^ that 

IS* 



is so favoured by me, would be abborred, and 
hated. Whatever my convictions and refor- 
mation have been^ yet if tbcre be bat one sia 
retained, and delighted in, this keeps Hatan's 
interest still in my soul, and though for a time 
he seems to depart, yet at last be will retora 
with seven worse spirits ; and this is the sin 
that will open the door to him, and deliver ap 
my soul ; therefore let me make thorough work 
of it ; let me cut it off, and pluek it oat, tiK)ogh 
it be as a right hand, or eye. To come so 
near the kingdom of God, and yet to stick at 
so small a matter, and lone all for the indulge 
ing of one sin ; let me rather shed the blood 
of the dearest \lust, for his sake who shed hu 
jdearest blood for mo. 

THE POEM. 

Theresa many a 9oul eternally undone 
For sparing sin because a little one* 
But we are much deceived ; no sin is small, 
That wounds so great a God, so dear a souL 
Yet say it were, the smallest penknife may, 
As well as sword, or lance, despatch and slay. 
And shall so small a matter part and sever 
Christ and thy soul ? What ! make you part for 

ever ? 
Or wilt thou stand on toys with him^ when he 
DenyM himself in greatest things for thee ?. 
Or will it be an ease in hell to think 
How easily thy soul therein did sink ? 
Are Christ and hell for triAes sold and bought ? 
Strike souls with trembling, Lord, at such a 

thought ; 
By little sins belbvM, the soul is lost, 
Unless such sins do great repentance cost* . 
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Of all the dreadfnt works of God, we find 

No imtaphofs to paint a trooUed mind. 

'Tis like the raging sea that casts up mire, 

Or like to iEltna breathing smoke and fire ; 

conscience ! who can stand before thy power, 

Endare thy gripes, and twinges but an hour ? 

Stone, gout, strappado, racks, whatever is 

Dreadful to sense, is but a toy to this. 

No pleasures, riches, honours, friends, can tell 

How to give ease : In this 'tis like to hell. 

Call for the pleasant timbrel, lute and harp \ 

Alas ! the music howls, the pains too sharp 

For these to charm, divert, or lull asleep : 

These cannot reach it, no, the wound's toe deep. 

Let all the promises before it stand, 

And set a Barnabas at its right hand. 

These in themselves no comfort can afford, 

Tis Christ, and none but Chri&t, can speak the 

word. 
And he no sooner speaks, but all is still, 
The storm is over, and the mind tranquiL 



CHAP. VI. 

Concluding Speech. 

I hatre now done and am looking to heaven 
or a blessing upon these labours ; what use you 
rill make of them I know not ; ybu, however^ 
re accountable for tbis^ and all other helps 
nd means afforded you ; and if they are not 
bus improved^ they will be produced as a wit- 
less against you. Therefore I request yon 
11^ both officers and common men, and all 
thers, into whose hands this shall come^ that 
ou will lay to heart what you read. Alas I 
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if you apply it not to yoarselves, 1 have la- 
boured to 00 purpose ; the pen of the seribeis 
in vain, but God may make such an applica- 
tion of them in a storm, as may make your 
hearts to tremble. O sirs ! when death and 
eternity look you in the face, conscience may 
reflect upon these things to your horror and 
amazement, and then cause you to reflect^ 
^^ How have I hated knowledge, and have not 
" obeyed the voice of my teacher." Bat if the 
Lord shall bless these things to your Gonver* 
sion^ then I may say to you, as Moses said to 
the mariner's tribe— -Kejoice Zebulun in thy 
going out : The Lord be with you, which way 
soever you go ; aqd being thus in the bosom 
of the covenant, you are safe in the midst of 
all dangers : U thou who art the Father of 
spirits, who formedst and canst easily reform 
the heart, open thou the blind eye, unstop ibe 
deaf ear, let the word take hold upon the heart, 
if thou wilt but say the word, these weak la* 
hours shall prosper, to bring home many 
souls unto thee. dmen. 
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SELECTED FROM THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR* 



FIRST. 

Our Father. Matt. vL g, 

HERB is the 'whole gospel ia one word. 
Oar father in heaven loves os his children^ and 
provides for our happiness^ and directs by his 
providence the coarse of oar education. The 
gospel contains the messages and warnings of 
his parental grace ; and they were sent by his 
well beloved son. Bat there are some who 
abase the goodness of God^ and^ from the 
abounding of his grace^ are enconraged to con- 
tinue in sin. Others live without God, and 
others disregard him ! Distressful impiety ! 
Children of disobedience, take warning; con- 
sider that God is a lawgiver and judge as well 
as a father ; and if ye turn not at his reproof^ 
and set at nought all his counsel, he will 
mock when your fear cometh ; you shall call, 
but Re will not answer ; you- will seek, but 
not find. • The same tribunal which, pronoun- 
ces, Gome ye blessed, will titter^ Depart ye 
eon^d. Full of prayers we beseech sinners 
to be reconciled to Ghid, who waiteth to be 
gracious,, but his spirit will not always strive 
with you. His goodness should lead us to re- 
pentance. Approach boldly the throne of his 
grace^ that, you may obtain both grace and 
help. 
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SECOND. 

• ^ « 

How shall I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God ? Gen. xxxix. 10. 

What tenderness of conscience, what reli- 
gious sensibility^ is expressed in these words ! 
Powerful enticement : but deprived of its 
whole influence by three words^ Gifdse0tk me. 
With this thought the tren^ulous hearty like 
the needle to the pole^ is turned, speedily to 
the point of rectitiide* Tde religious^maiils a 
sure law to hiuiseUl No infirmity of natui^f 
strength of temptation, moi? sophistry of reason- 
ing, can seduce bim^^ to ' wilful disobedience. 
Jweph was born of God ; h^ eonld not com- 
mit sin, for it was contrary to his spiritual na- 
ture. With eenstant jealousy let ns watch 
ourselves, le^t at any time God should net be 
io our thoughts, and so we displease aod 
offeii4 him by our deeds. When the inter 
coarse of qiaji with his maker is suspended, 
ther^ is little security against the defilements 
of sin. Ueligion confers a fortitude and per 
severance of mind which no adversary can 
prevailingly resist ; the good man, from the 
good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth good 
things. <^ Walk before me : be thou perfect. *' 
Here ia an epitome of practical religion. li 
we obey this one precept, we shall obey ever; 
other; no temptation can won nd us. Walk- 
ing in the presence of GW we are in the sure 
road to perfection ; we shall go from weak 
ness to strength, and from strength to glory. 
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THIRD. 

I 

Gather up the fragments that nothing be lost. 

John vL 13. 

Blessed Jesus ! how well do tby miracles 
comport with thy character^ and illustrate thy 
mercy. The eyes of the hungry wait on thee, 
and thoa givest them meat in due season ; 
then stretchest forth the hand of thy power, 
the bread multiplies, the five loaves and two 
fishes become plenteousness. The multitude 
sit down at thy command, and there is sufficient 
for every one. A miracle : it excites our as- 
tonishment, and even exceeds the belief of 
many. But a like miracle is wrought every 
year. The grain we sow is multiplied ; the 
bread is multiplied in the hands of the disci- 
ples who distributed it. The same omnipo- 
tence does both. 

But we read. Gather up the fragments, that 
nothing be lost. What need of this, when it 
is so easy to make loaves ? I do not know. 
But thii9 page in the gospel well agrees with 
the book of nature : for, amidst all the ^^ pro- 
fusions of divine bounty, Gud hath so consti- 
tuted the world that there should be no waste, 
and there is none. He weighed the dust and 
measured the water, when the world was 
made ; so much of each. The same quantity 
still remains. The decayed leaves nourish the 
tree, from which they fell. Something scath- 
crs up alt fragments, and it is the voice of him 
who made the world, < J^et nothing be lost.^^^ 
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Hasbanda and housewires, be fnigal. Lei 
not the accusation^ that you have wasted his 
goods, be preferred to the great hu8ba&dma& 
in heaven. Nothing will contribute more to 
ease in living, than frugality* A second onl; 
may be required to pick up a corn, but i 
minute perhaps to raise one. With . economy 
we may keep out of debt, live in plenty, enter 
tain strangers, have our children clean and 
warm, and something left to assist a friend m 
troubles, and also to give a poor, sick neigh 
bour. Though we labor six days with ever 
so much diligence, yet wastefulness will leave 
us nothing to eat on the seventh. Wasteful- 
ness is like the horseleech, crying, Grive,give; 
but is never satisfied, nor says. It is enough. 
Reason, religion, self-interest, all say 
Gather up the fragments. Be frugal of bread 
of money ; of time ; of strength ; of ever; 
thing ; and particularly economize with reason 
nor waste the powers of the mind in triflinj 
contests, but reserve their best exertions to de 
fend the truth, and especially that all-comprt 
hensive truth, He that is wise, is wise for bin 
self. 



FOURTH. 

Speak not evil one of another, h'ethren 

James iv. 11. 

No vice receives more countenance in soci 
ty/ than evil speaking ; and yet no vice 
more frequently checked by the genuine pri 
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may our spirits therefore be raised above 
them, and oar conversation more in Heaven — 
As the angel from thence, having one foot on 
the sea, and another on the earth, having a 
crown upon his head.— May we therefore set 
one foot upon all the cares, fears, and terrors 
of the world, and another upon all the tempt- 
ing splendor and glory of it, treading both 
under foot in the dust, and crowning ourselves 
with nothing but spiritual excellencies and 
glory. 

TMS POEM. 

Judge in thyself O Christian ! is it meet* 
To set thy heart on what beasts set their feet f 
'Tis no hyperbole, if you be told, 
You dig for dross, with mattocks made of gold^ 
Affections are too costly to bestow 
Upon such fair fac'd nothings here below. 
The eagle scorns to fall down from on high, 
(The proverb saith) to catch the silly fly : 
And can a Christian leave the face of God, 
T^ embrace the earth, or doat upon a clod ? 
Can earthly things thy heart so strangely move, 
To tempt it down from the delights above ; 
Like thoughtless seamen who their cabins sweep 
And trim, when all is sinking in the deep : 
Or like the silly bird, that to her nest 
Doth carry straws, and never is at rest. 
Till it be featherM well, but doth not see 
The ^xe beneath, that's bewtng down the tree. 
If on a thorn thy heart itself repoflie 
With such delight, what if it were a rose ? 
Admire O saint, the wisdom of thy God, 
Who of the self same tree doth make a rod, 
Lest thou should surfeit on forbidden fruit, 
And live not like a saint, bot like a brute. 
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CHAP. V, 

Tho^ manj fears and dangers seai^nen rui^ 
Yet all's forgotten when they do return. 
A little leak neglected, dangerous proves ; 
One sin connived at, the soul undoes. 

OBSERVATION, 

THE smallest leak^ if not timely diseovered 
and stopt^ is enough to sin^^ a ship of the great- 
est burden : therefore seamen frequently try 
what water is in the hold ; and if they find it 
fresh, and increasing upon them^ they ply the 
j^ump, and set the carpenters to search for it 
and stop it, and till it be discovered they can- 
not be quiet. 

APPLICATION. 

What such a leak is to a ship, is similar to 
ihe smallest sin neglected to the soul; it is 
enough to ruin it eternally. No sin, though 
ever so small is tolerated by the pure and per- 
fect law of (iod, which extends to all our 

^ords, thoughts, actions and affections : lay- 
ing a restraint upon them all, conniving at no 
evil in any man. And as the word gives no 

^allowance for the least sio^ so it is the very 
nature of sincerity and uprightness, to set the 
heart against every way of wickedness, and 
especially that sin which so easily besets us ; 
(as the philosopher observes) Hin is of the 
whole kind j those who bate sin, as ain, and 
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BO doth every upright soal^ hate all sins as 
well as some. 

Again^ the seal that hath experienced a 
sight of Christ and a discovery of the evil of 
sin, in the glass both of the law and gospel^ 
can account no sin small. He knows the de« 
merits of the smallest sin is God^s displeasiHre, 
and that not the least sin can be remitted^ 
witfaont the application of the blood of Christ* 
To conclnde^ God^s people know, that little, as 
well as great sins, are dangerous^ deadly and 
destructive in their own natnre ; a little poison 
will destroy a man. Adrian was choaked 
with A gnat. Cs&sar was stabbed with bodkins. 
Adam's sin, (many suppose) was not great-—* 
but the scripture informs us what dreadful 
work it made ! not as a single bullet to kill 
himself only, but as a chain-shot, which cut 
eff all his poor posterity. Indeed, no sin can 
be little, because its object, against whom it 
may be committed, is so great, whence it re- 
ceives. a kind of infiniteness in itself, and be- 
cause the price paid to redeem us from it; is so 
invaloable. 

REFLECTION. 

And is the smallest sin not only destructive 
in its own nature, but will certainly prove the 
ruin of that soul that hides and covers it. 
Look to it then, O my soul, that no sin be in- 
dulged by thee— let > me never say of any sin 
as Lot did to Ziiar, << It is a little one spare 
it.^' If our hearts are right, and our con- 
versation sound, that lust^ whatever it be^ that 

IS* 
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in go favdared by me^ woold be abborrdly $mA 
hated. Whatever my coDviclions and reto- 
mation bave been, yet if there be but one sin 
retained, and delighted in, this keeps Hatan's 
interest still in my soul, and though for a time 
he seems to depart, yet at last be will retorn 
with seven worse spirits ; and this is the «n 
that will open the door to him, and deliver ap 
my soul ; therefore let me make thorongh work 
of it ; let me cut it off, and pluek it out, tboogh 
it be as a right hand, or eye. To come so 
near the kingdom of God, and yet to stick at 
so small a matter, and lone all for the indulge 
ing of one sin ; let me rather shed the blood 
of the d'earest\lust, for his sake who shed his 
4earest blood ibr me. 

THE POEM. 

There^s many a 9oul eternally undone 
For sparing sin because a little one. , 
But we are much deceived ; no sin is small, 
That wounds so great a God, so (dear a soul. 
Yet say it were, the smallest penknife may, 
As well as sword, 6r lance, despatch and slay. 
And shall so small a matter part and sever 
Christ and thy soul? What! make you part for 

ever ? 
Or wilt thou stand on toys with him, when he 
DenyM himself in greatest things for thee ?. 
Or will it be an ease in hell to think 
How easily thy soul therein did sink t 
Are Christ and hell for tribes sold and bought ? 
Strike souls with trembling, Lord, at such a 

thought ; 
By little sins belbv'd, the soul is lost. 
Unless such sins do great repentance cost* 
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Of all the dreadful works of God, we find 

No metaphors to paint a troubled mind. 

'Tis like the raging sea that casts up mire, 

Or like to iBtna breathing smoke and fire ; 

conscience ! who can stand before thy power, 

Endare thy gripes, and twinges but an hour ? 

Stone, gout, strappado, racks, whatever is 

Dreadful to sense, is but a toy to this. 

No pleasures, riches, honours, friends, can tell 

How to give ease : In this 'tis like to hell. 

Call for the pleasant timbrel, lute and harp ; 

Alas ! the music howls, the pains too sharp 

For these to charm, divert, or lull asleep : 

These cannot reach it, no, the wound's toe deep^ 

Let all the promises before it stand, 

And set a Barnabas at its right hand. 

These in themselves no comfort can afibrd, 

Tis Christ, and none but Christ, can speak the 

word. 
And he no sooner speaks, but all is still, 
The storm is over, and the mind tranquil. 



CHAP. VI. 

Concluding Speech. 

I have now done and am looking to heaven 
for a blessing upon these labours ; what use you 
n\\ make of .them I know not ; ybu, however^ 
ire accountable for tbis^ and all other helps 
ind means afforded you ; and if they are not 
Ihus improved^ they will be produced as a wit- 
ness against yon« Therefore I request you 
ill^ both officers and common men, and all 
Dthers, into whose hands this shall come, that 
fou will lay to heart what yon read. Alas ! 
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the throne have peen justice and jadgjOAent. 
Iirtbe cottage thou tnspjiFest frugalitjf andeou- 
teotment. The travaiUng mother u^asM oo 
fiiy promise of beiog saved in child-bearing, 
and the^ who draw near the gates of ieatb 
Jiave rejoiced in the support of thj rod and 
9taff. 

Is not something of thee to be seen among 
all sects of Christians ? At St. Peter's^ at 8t 
FauPs, at the conventicles, are there not sin* 
cere believers ? Holy spirit of Christianity ! 
let me not despise the smallest token of tby 
power, or lose one moment in gainiog and dis- 
persing thy blessed fruits* I am not ashamed 
of thee. Thou didst com maud the veneration 
of Locke, the ripest of human intelligences : 
by thee Watts knew the joys of heaven while 
he staid on earth. Thou didst waft on the 
wings of hope^ our fathers ov?r the Atlantic, 
and invigorate their watchful labo^r^ by sea 
and land. The Huron pants for the streams 
of thy grace^ and the world is tlursty f(« tby 
living waters. 



BIGHTH. 
^ut J^say wmtB yauy Lave your enemies. Matt. 

Let us examine owaelvea on this bead* 
An enemy has stained our repatation i b«s bio- 
dered our aequisition of bfioonr ; has d#fin|iul< 
ed OS of onr right ; he inaults us undof d^^a* 
•10% Mid Uie wwld iporanOy eoiin(wa9«Q all 
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ese injuries. Bat we say we are above re« 
•nge^ and despise so wicked an adversary^ 
liis 18 not to love him. He has confessed 
s error ; we liave forgiven him^ and are fully 
;conciled ; but we wish not to see him^ or to 
ive any interoourse with him. Then we da 
>t leve him. BtsA we have so far conquered 
ir aversion, that we are willii^ to live oa 
)od terms and be dvil to him, though he ean- 
.t reasonably expect many acts of mendsbip* 
^liis is not low to him. Our hearts are still 
Urattged. The enemy is forgiven, but not 
*ved and treated as a brother. Rough ap« 
[ araocvs are smoothed away, but the inward 
mcour IS fi«rt removed. Let us enter the 
losrt and pray. ^' Almighty God ! 1 beseech 
)ee to heal the wounds which a proud sensi* 
ility has made in my heart. Enable me to 
)rget the momentary injuries done me by a 
rother. Pardon the crimes of my whole life } 
)rgive the numerous trespasses which I have 
•espassed against thee. Mine enemy is sick^ 
dlt thou heal him ; his children are profligate^ 
^'ilt thou reclaim them ; he threatens me with 
ew injuries, take from him his hostile pur- 
loses, and forgive him, for he knows not what 
le is doing. My pride has magnified his in- 
uries, accept the sacrifice I now make of all 
ay resentments. Perfeet me in 4>bedieaee to 
he precepts and in conformity to the example 
\{ Jesus Ohrist. 1 am reviled, keep me from 
eviling again ; I suffer, preserve me from 
hreatening; unto thee who judgest righteously 
L commit myself. JmenJ^ 
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NINTH. 

Jfye hve them who love you, what reward have 
ye ? do not even the publicans the same ? 
Matt V. 46. 

Natural virtaes are not to be confoanded 
with cfaristiati graces. The latter embrace 
more objects^ proceed from more exalted mo- 
tives, and are more certain and durable in the 
exercise. Politeness in manners; justice in 
dealings, compassion to the distressed, grati- 
tude to benefactors, and parental and filial af- 
fection, may exist, without any religion. These 
indeed are virtues deservedly praised ia the 
north and south, the east and west, and ne one 
can be a christian without them. But they are 
not of themselves the sure tests of a christian. 
Publicans love those who love them. Nature 
invites to compassion and gratitude. Self-in- 
terest requires justice. Christianity is more 
extensive in its principles ; it embraces ne\9 
objects, excites new fervours, and directs oui 
aims to new ends. Natural benevolence en 
twines around the heart of a father, a brother, i 
benefactor, the sorrowful, the indigent. Bu 
christian benevolence creates a bond of unioi 
between the holy and virtuous ; it demands thi 
nuppression even of natural feelings towards ai 
enemy ; it embraces man with all his interests 
temporal, spiritual, and eternal. Am 1 \ 
christiani or only a decent publican ? 
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iBOOK OF JOB 



EXTRACTS. 

The book of Job (an eminent ^divine db. 
erve&) is full of excellent instruction^ ioi^ 
)re8sefl by forcible argument^ sublime ixnai^epy 
lud descriptioUy^and a^ecUug example. It ex- 
hibits in ^n interesting history the vicissitudes 
^f huinan affairs. It illustrates the ^vigilant 
irare^ l^ld vindicates the rectitude of provi- 
ilence, and proves tbcLpropriety of>resignatiun 
io the divine will. Through the whole of the 
tiook we discover religious instnrction shining 
forth^midst the venerable sim^ilicity of an- 
cient manners ; and it every where abounds 
with the nolilcst sentiments of piety, uttered 
with the spirit of inspired conviction. It is a 
Work of great antiguity, perhaps the most an- 
cient wiiich remains on record. It Is believed 
to have been written by Mo'ses^ when be 
^Ivvelt with Jethro, kin^ of Midian^ 4o wliose 
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floiniuions he fled for protection, after l:e had 
filain the Egyptian, who was insulting, and 
abasing an Hebrew. This is probable from 
the very nature of the story, addressed to the 
Israelites in a state of oppression. 

In the character auci situation of Job, is 
presented a great and good man suddenly in- 
volved in the deepest adversity. His friends, 
who came to condole with him, insinuate some 
uncharitable suspicions ; and while they ex- 
press many admirable remarks upon the deal* 
ings of providence, seem to have limited, and 
in some instances mistaken ideas of its econo- 
my. But the statements of Elihu, seconded 
by the declarations of the Almighty, silence 
the murmurings of the sufferer ; and his con- 
vijction, penitence and humility, are reeom- 
pensed by a restoration of his health and 
prosperity. 

In reviewing this story, with a design of 
drawing from it lessons of instruction, many 
pages teem, with sentences that speak to the 
understanding and the heart : every incident 
and cliange of fortune have in them something 
monitory ; and there is hardly a case in the 
ordinary course of human life, in which one 
may not advantageously consult the character 
of Job for a'dviee. From his example the 
prosperous may learn a lesson of gratitude to 
God, and benevolence and charity to man ; 
and the afflicted may be taught submission to 
the will of heaven, and to bear adversity with 
a tractable and patient spirit, assured that in 
the end God will vindicate all his dealings, 
and they will be fully convinced that trials 
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and gafferings will work out for them a far 
more exceeding aad eternal weight of glory. 



^^Many parts of the story of Job (says a 
female writer) are obscure; but it is well 
worth studying, for the extreme beauty of the 
poetry, and for the noble and sublime devo- 
tion it contains. The subject of the dispute 
between Job and his pretended friends seems 
to be, whether the Providence of God dis- 
tributes the rewards and punishments of this 
]ife in exact proportion to the merit or de- 
merit of each iudividoal. His antagonists 
suppose that it does ; and therefore infer fromi 
Jub^s nflcummon calamities, that, notwith- 
standing his appareut righteousness, he was 
in reality a grievous sinner. They aggravate 
his sapposed guilt, by the imputation of hy- 
[)'>crisy, and call upon him to confess 'it, and 
o acknowledge the justice of his punishment. 
Fob asserts his own innocence and virtue in 
li'^ most pathetic manner^ yet does not pre- 
•ime to accuse the Supreme Being of injus- 
:re during his sufferings, though, according 
r) the narrative, almost every affliction which 
ills to the lot of mortal man embittered bis 
fe. His goods were taken away by robbers ; 
is body was smitten by loathsome and tor- 
on ting disease ; his family were all cut off, 
h! all his company made desolate by a sud- 
*n stroke from Heaven, his head was bare to 
ery blast of adversity, and his heart bled 
i til all the varieties of pain.. In the course 

his observations, he uttecs the genuine 
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voice of sorraWf audi poara ibrth bis iimlia 
lamentation and woe ; be sets before us the 
evil day ; liesbews us tbe dark side ofibiogs, 
and presents to our view those shades in the 
picture of human lifr which must oDe d&j 
meet our eye :-«-A.t length £1iliu attempts to 
arbitrate the matter by alleging the impossi- 
bility that so frail /and' ignorant a creature a§ 
man should comprehend the ways o£.tfas Al 
mighty ;. and therefore condemns- tbe* unjnM 
and cruel inference the three friend bad 
drawn from the sufferings- of- Jobv He al^c 
blames J^b for the presumption oraequittio: 
bimself ofall iniquity, since the best of neb 
are not pure in tbe sight o£(Tod— 4)at att have 
something, to repent of;, and h^ advises hiit 
to make this use of bis afflictions* At last 
by a bold figure of-poetry, th^ Supreme Bein: 
himself is introdueed^. speaking flpotn (h 
whirlwind, and silencing them all by the mo^ 
soblimo* display of hm own power, magniS^ 
eence and wisdom^ and of tbe comparativj 
littleness and ignorance of man. This indeel 
is the only conclusion of the argnmeitt; whicj 
could be. drawnat a time when life and in^ 
mortality were not yet b^pought-to light. Afl 
tore retribution is the only satisfactory solii 
tion of the difficulty arising from the saiferin^ 
of good people in this life.^' 



In the perusal of this short work, il will I 
obvious to the reader, that its al^idgeroei 
was not designed for. the well informed ; f) 
for the purpose ef rendering it more familij 
an^ impressive on tbe minds of those, in i| 
mature age. 



CHAP. I. 



Begins ivith part of the Hi^ory and Calamities ofjo^. 



'^Idiimean Job loug liv'd in regal state. 
Nor saw the saniptuous Rast a prince so great ^ 
Whose worldly stores in saeh aboadanee flow'd,^ 
Whose heart with aueh exalted virtue glow'd. 
At length misfortunes take their tprn to reign, 
And ills OB ills succeed a dreadful train !" 



1. There was a man in the land of Uz> 
whose name was Job ; he wasr perfect and 
upright, one who feared God and avoided eviK 

S. And there were born* unto him seven 
^0Q9^ and three daughters. 

3. He abounded also in wealthy consisting 
in Bumerous flocks and herds of cattle^ and 
bad a very large household^ and was honoured 
as the greatest of all the men in the east. 

4. Aud^ at certain seasons, his sons, in 
their turns, kept a circular feast at their res- 
peeiive honses, and invited their sisters to 
^eet with them on those social occasions. 

d. And when the day& of their feasting 
were ended, Job, as his custom was, called 
lii» children to the solemn exercises of reli^* 
gion, sanctifying tbem^ and offering burni 
offerings, 

6. For, he said, it may be my children 
tave sinned, and provoked the anger of the 
Alr»ighty in the days of their festivity. 

7*^ And on a ilay^ when his children haC 

1* 
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Began tWir eourse of f^stiiigi aifd'ii^mBat 
ing and driaking^ at tbek eldest brother's 
hause^ there c&me a messenger unto Job^ a&d 
s^id^ 

8. The oxen were ploaghing, and tiie asses 
feeding beside them^ and the Sabeans fell 
Hponvtheor^ aad took them aw«y j jieay they 
have &laiii the servants with the edge oftlie 
svvord^ and 1 only am escaped alone to tell 
thee. 

9< While he was yet' speaking, there eame 
also another, and said^. The lightning from 
heaven, hath smitten the slieeyr, apid the ser- 
vants, and consnmed thefl% and l^oal^. have 
escaped/ alone to tell tbee. 

10. While he wAs^ yei s^eakihgr ^^^^ 
came also another,, and said^v tbe^ Cbiildeao» 
made out three bands, and fell opoathe cam' 
els and carried them a way^ and have libewisd 
lAain thy servants^ and . 1 only am escaped 
alone-to tell .thee. 

1 1. While he was^yet speakJngi ttlere cane 
also another, and said^. Thy sons and thy 
daughtere were eating, and. drinking in their 
eldest brothet^^s house, and Ihere came, a great 
wi&d from the wildertiess, and smotfe the four 
corners of.the house^ and it fell upon theaj 
and they are dead^ and Lj^only am. escaped 
alone to tell>tbee^ 

IS. Then Jt)b arose, and rent \m rebe^ 
and shaved his h^id, and fell dbwa upon 
the ground andr worshipped^ and said» 

13. Helpless and destitute eame I ioto thi 
worjd^ goor. and:: feeble mast. I de|{art out d 



it'y'lbe Lord gave^. and the Ikird bath take&i 
away^ blessed be tke Dame of tfae Lord. 

1^. After tfais Job- was smitteQ mth sore 
boils, from the sole of his foot unto his erowof^ 
ir\A he took a potsherd to scrape himself 
^itha)^ and SAt down, among-the ashes. 

15^ Afid being tempted to entertain bard 
hougbts ofGod, and to express himself in^ 
he lan^ag^ of impiety, be peiiioently an- 
iw^red, What 1 shall we receive good at the 
land of &od, and not* receive evil ? 

t6. When Job's three friends heard of all. 
be evil that' was eome upon* him, they came ^ 
rom their respeetive homes,^ at an appointed: 
ime, to .raourn with him. and to comfort him* 

17* And w4ieQ they saw him afar off, they 
ifted up** their voices and wept ; and they 
ent every nan his mantle and sprinkled dust 
ii tbeir beads towards heaven. 

IB. And tbey sat down with him. upon the 
round, seiveral days, lamenting in solemn 
lence^ his deplorable condition, for they saw 
iat his griftf w-as very great.. 

^* RU^ f^iendif a«9aa4 thedeef»'^aSie(iMi.moarn''df 
Fek all hitt-paogs and groan for groan- returo^ds, 
In atigdUb of tbeir beartd tbeir mantlet rent, . 
And -teren long days in solems silenee spent ;. 
\ debt of reverenee to di8tres8>fiO great ! 
Viius^b eoataia'd.QAjnore, lameota bisfate.''^ 



CHAP. U. 



Joh^s Ldmeniatiori, 



'^ At length the suffering man, with grief opprest^ 

The bitter sorrows of his heart expressed, 

And thus devoted to eternal shame, 

His natal da)r whence all his sorrows came* 

Fnii4)ut a- stranger and a ,pilgrikn here 

In these wild regions, wand'ring and forlorn^^. 

Restless and sighing for my native home, 

Lougiiig to reach my weary space of life.'* 



ir At length Job gave utterance ta the ful- 
ness of his gvief^ in language expressive of the 
greatest bitterness of soul, arrd said, 

5. Why died I not from my Wrtb ? why 
did I not perish as soon as I was born? 

3. Why did the knees prevent me ? or why 
the breaststhat I sbould suck ? Why* was any 
care taken to support a life tbat'wouM beso 
miserable ? 

4. For now should I buve lain stHl and 
been quiet^ I should have slept and been at 
rest. 

d. The sods of tlief valley had beea sweet 
unto me and the grave proved a qui«t retreat 

6. There the wicked cease from troubliug; 
and there the weary be at rest. 

7. There the prisoners rest together^ and 
hear not the voice of the oppressor ; the small 
and great are there^ and the servaut ts free 
from his master. 

8. But 1 live to experience sorrow^ and t£ 
complain of eiuateuee itself as a bardeiu 



9. Wherefore is life given to bim that is m 
misery^ and life untd the bitttr in sonl.. 

10. Who long for death, but itcometh not^ 
and search for it more, than for hidden treas- 
ures. 

11. Wbo.rejofce exceedingljf^ and are glad' 
when they can find the grave. 

18. Why is light given^ to a mao^ whose* 
way is bitfrand. whom. GUid. b&tb. hedged in B 
who knows^ uot vrhieh. way t^> tnm. himself^ 
andrfifids^ lUKceinfort but in the gra^ve t' 

iS^ Ebr my sighing^ eom^tb. before' I rfse|~. 
aod Hiy grfMHtngs afe poiiii^dioui like water. 

14.* ¥wr the- thing whieth I greatly feared^. 
hath come ttpoikme^ft&d:^thftt whicbl'dreaded^ 
hath ovitflakeD'me^ 

19. I haVe no niore ease>, my tranqnility is 
ileparted^ Betther bav^ I any rest^ bnt terret 
cometii« 

16. BereaTcd^ of all my children, deprivedr 
of all my property^ and visited with a most 
grievofis and paiefol fHsease ; aks ! there is- 
nothing to eheorine; there ace none to comforW. 

Thus Job pteites bis grief, regrefs^his fate: 

<< His daj of birth, its inaiispktdus ll^tf 
He wishes sank in endles shades of night. 
And bh>tted from the year ; nor fears to crave 
Death, instiHit death, impatient for the grave^ 
Tfaat seat of bliss, that mansion of repose^ . 
Where rest and mortals are no longer foes.'^* 
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CHAP. III. 



Eliphdz passes some severe Strictures, 



" And now Eliphaz venerably grave, 
His eldest friend tliis reprehension gave." 



1. When Job had finished bis palbetu 
Gomplaint, Elipfaaz, (one of his vmiiDj 
foeeds) answered and said^ . 

S. If we assay (o commupe with Iheey wiH| 
thou be grieved ? but who can withhold him-[ 
self from^speaking ?^ 

3. Behold^ thou hast instraoiad manj : tbyi 
words have upholden him tbfit was fnliiDg,' 
and thou hast administered eqnsolation totlie 
afflicted^ and enconraged even the despondiag' 
to hope. 

4. But now the afSietiop tboa didst soothe 
in others is come upon th^ei and tbon faintest; 
it toucbeth tbee, and tbon art trauhled ; tboa 
dost not practice thy own lesson. 

5. Consider^ ipray thee, who ever per- 
ished being innocent ? or where were the 
righteoas cut off? 

6. Even as I have seeti^ they who jj^ongl 
iniquity and sow wickedaess^ reap Jibe same 
and are consumed by the breath of the Al 
mighty. 

7* In the visions of the night, I heard i 
voice saying, Shall mortal man be mora jus 
than God ? Shall a man be more pore thai 
his Maker ? 
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8. Behold, he putteth no trust in bis ser- 
ants^and his angels he ehargeth With folly. 

i). What then are those that dwell in houses 
)f clay; whose foundation is in the dust; 
vho are crushed before the moth ? 

10. Great is the Lord, who doeth great 
hin^s and unsearchable ; marvellous thiugs 
iithout number. 

11. He taketh the wise in their own crafti- 
est, and the counsel of the froward is ear- 
ned headlong. 

13. They meet with darkness in the day 
nie^ and grope in the noon day, as in the 

13. He saveth the poor from the sword, 
1(1 from the band of the mighty, and causeth 
'iquity to stop her mouth. 

14. Behold, happy is the man whom God 
■rrecteth ; therefore despise not thou the 
laslening of the Lord. 

ii>. For he maketb sore and bindeth up; 
' woundetlvand his hands make whole. 
16. He shall deliver thee in six troubles ; 
a^ in seven there shall no evil happen thee. 
r. Thou shalt be bid from the scourge of 
niler, and sliall not be troubled at destrhc- 
fii and famine. 

18. Thy seed shall be great, and thine off- 
ling as the grass of the earth, and the bless- 
;s of peace shall be upon thy tabernacle, 

19. 'I hou shalt come to thy grave in a full 
\ like as a shock of corn cometh in season. 
:0, Heboid we have searched into the mat- 
. and are fully convinced of the truth of it; 
rkea and receive instruction, and apply it 
thy good. 
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ICHAP. lY. 



Joh'^s Reply* 



'<'Wlien will my long firotraeted troubles eeaie, 
AnH this tormeoted suflTerer be at peace? 
'Each lingering night in agonies I lie. 
And often wish, but wish in vain to die. 
To-me no friendly resjMtea e^r return, 
Nor gives the -evenings ease, nor joy the mora.'' 



1. Then Job answered and said, O ! that 
my grief were thoroughly weighed, and mj 
•calftmity laid in the balances together. 

£• I want words to express my sorrow, fof 
the arrows of the Almighty are w4thinine! 
the poison whereof drin^etb qp my spirityaot 
tbe terrors of God do set tbemselves in ftf' 
4ray against me. 

3^ WfafM i lie'down, I say -when shall \ 
arise, and the. anight bo gone? wearisoim 
nights are appointed unto me, and lam fwl 
of tosslngs to and fro auto tbe dawning of lb 

tday. 

4. When I say my bed shall comfort id( 
my couch sbull ease my complaints, then am 
scared with dreams and terr^ed with vlsionf 

J6. To him who is afflicted, pity should b 
shewed, from iris friend ; but now you ar 
-no thing; yon see my cftsting down and ai 
afraid. 

6. How forcible are right wordsl bat wbs 
doth your arguing reprove ? 

J7« Teach me and 1 will bold my too^a^ 



id 

and cause me to imdenstatid wberein I liave 
erred, 

8. Is there iniquity in my tongue ? cannot 
my taste diaeem perverse things P 

9. Is there not an appointed time for man 
upon earth ? are not bis days as the days of 
an hireling^.who looketh fbr the end ana re- 
ward of his work ? 

10. My days are swifter than a wearer^s 
shuttle^ and are spent without hope } mine eye 
shall no more see good. 

1 1 • The eye of him who hath seen me^ shall 
see me no more ; for as the cloud is consumed^ 
and vanisheth away^ so he that goeth down 
to the grave, shall come up no more. 

12. He shall return no more to his house, 
neither shall his place know him any more* 

13. Therefore I will not refrain my mouth, 
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit, and 
eomplain in the bitterness of my soul. 

14. My soul chooseth death rather than a 
life which has become loathsome ; I would 
not live alway ; let me alone, for my days are 
vanity. 

19. What is man,0 Lord, that thou ehould- 
est magnify him ? and that thou doth set thipe 
heart upon him? 

10. That thou visiteth him eveiy ERoniiAg, 
and tryest him every moment? 

17. 1 have sinned ; what shall I say unto 
thee, O thou Preserver of men ? Why hast 
tbou set me as a mark against th^Qi so thatl 
am a burdeii to myself? 

18. Why withdraw not thy displeasure, 
and attend to my suppUcation ? I am hr^en 

8 
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as in a tempestaous sea^ and my wounds are 
increased witboat cause* 

1 9. If therefore I seek- for strength^ it is 
subdued by my weakness ; if I speak of judg* 
ment^ who will allow me to plead ? 

SO. O that I could have my request, and 
that God would grant me the thing I long for ! 

Si. Even that it would please Gt)d to let 
loose his hand, and cut me off, that I might 
sleep in the dust and be at rest. 

^ Job^s words were daring, and displeasM his friends, 

His conduct they reprove, and he defends. 

And now they kindled into warm debate, 

And sentiments oppos'd with equal heat ; 

Fix'd in opinion, both refuse to yield. 

And summon all their reason to the field. 

So high at length their arguments were wrought, 

They reach'd the last extent of hun^an thought.^ 



CHAP. V. 



Bildad remonstrates with Job. 



^^Then Bildad his opinion spoke : How long, 
How far will rage this tempest of thy tongue ? 
Can the great source of justice and of powV, 
Who darts the lightning, and bestows the showV, 
Pervert his judgment, and his good apply, ^ 
And bless and punish by. a rule awry ?'^ 



1. Then answered Bildad^ ([another of 
Job's visitors^) and said^ 

8. How long wilt thou speak these things ^ 
and how long shall thy words be like a stroog 
wind? 



Iff 

3. Doth Grod pervert judgment, as thy. 
words seem to imply ; or doth the Almighty 
pervert justice ? 

4. Dominion and fear are with him ; be 
maketh peace in his high places. 

5* Is there any number of his armies ? and 
upon whom doth not his light arise ? 

6. How then can man be justified with 
God P or how can he be clean^ who is born of ' 
a woman? 

7* Behold he looketh upon the moon, and 
it shiueth not? yea^ the stars are not pure 
in his sight. 

8. How much less is man« that is a worm^ 
and the son of man^ who is the offspring of 
such a reptile. 

9. We are but of yesterday and know 
nothing : because our days upon earth are a 
shadow. 

10. Wherefore, inquire, I pray thee, of 
former ages ; and prepare thyself to search 
of the fathers. 

11. Shall not they teach thee, and tell 
thee, and utter words out of thine heart, for 
thy conviction. 

12. Though Giod should caist away thy 
children for their transgression ; yet do thou 
seek unto him betimes, and make thy suppli- 
cation to the Almighty, instead of com- 
plaining. 

13. Surely if thou wert pure and upright, 
he would awake for thee, and make the habit- 
'ition of thy righteousness prosperous. 

14. Though thy beginning was small ; yet 
hy latter end will greatly increase ; though 
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ihon art reduced very low^ yet tiiy proaperity 
will be greater than ever it was* 

15. He will fill thy heart with gladuess, 
and thy lips with rejoidng) till thou shall be 
so remarkably blessed^ as not to be able to 
contain thy joy. 

16. Behold God will not cast away a perfect 
nan^ neither will he leave thee^ if thou re- 
pent and art upright* 

17. They who hated thee, and rejoiced at 
tby falU shall be clothed with shame, and con- 
founded at thy growing prosperity* 

. 18. And the dwelling place of the wicked 
shall come to nought^ so as not (e h% id>le to 
kurt tkeo. 

19. The hypocrite's hope shall perisk/ tad 
his trust shall be as a spider's web^ easily 
broken, and blown away. 

50. He shall lean upon his house, but it 
shall not stand ; he shall hoM it fost, but it 
shall not endure* 

51. He may trust to the muititade of bis 
children and servants, and his great wealth: 
but all will disappoint him. 

ohapTVi. 

Job^s "FindleaHon* 



" I know, Job answered, verily I know. 
Wrong from eternal justice ne'er <jan flow,'- 



1. Then Job answered and said, 1 know 
for a (ruth, that iu» maa can be just before 
God ; for 



T— ■ 
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5. If God should contend with him, sorrow 
and disquietude of mind, and the bitterest 
reflections would be the issue. 

3. He is pure in hearty and^ great in 
strength^ the all-wise^ Almighty God ; who 
ever hardened himself against him and pros- 
pered? • - 

4. He rerooveth the mountains^ and they 
know it not : He overtumeth them in his 
aDger. 

B. He shaketh the earth out of her place^ 
and the pillars thereof tremble. 

6. He commandeth the sun and it riseth 
not^ and sealeth up the stars. 

7. He alone spreadeth out the heavens, 
presideth over the constellations, and tread- 
eth apon the waves of the sea. 

8.^ He doth great things past finding out, 
yea, and wonders without number. 

9. Behold, he taketh away, who can hin- 
der him ?:who will say unto him, what dpest 
hou ? 

10. If I justify myself, mine own mouth 
will condemn me ; if I say 1 am perfect, it 
Will prove me perverse. 

li. Though I am conscious of integrity, 
yet 1 blush before Gqd, and adore his provi- 
dence, who hath so deeply plunged me in 
woe, that 1 am weary of life. 

IS. From hence I argue, that the righteous 
are not exempt from sorrow and calamity, ia 
Ills world, but the scourge of heaven falleth 
pon the perfect and the wicked. 

13. If I say I will forget my complaint, I 
vill leave off my heaviness, and comfort my- 

8* 
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self} I am nfraidt O my Qod; for I know 
that thou wilt not hold me innocent. 

14. If I wash my hands in snow water^ 
and make myself ever so white and dean^ yet 
I cannot clear myself from all imputations^ or 
fully prove my innocence* 

19. Yet thou wilt plunge me in the mire^ 
and my own garments will make me to be ab- 
horred by myself and friends. 

16. For thou art not a man^ as I am^ that 1 
should answer thee ; and that we should come 
together in judgment. 

17* O take thy rod away from me^ and let 
not thy fear terrify mei* 

18. Then would I plead my cause> with 
humble confidence ; but such is my present 
distress^ that I am all confq^ion^ I have no 
coQiposure or fortitude of mind. 



CHAP. vn. 



Appeal of Job to God. 



" I pray thee let me grieve, O grant me this 
To use at least, the right of lamentation. 
O that my wailfngs could but ease my woe, 
Or that my voice could hasten death along, 
To give my miseries their only cure !" 



1. Neverthelbss^ I must give icope to 
my complaint^ and apeak in the Mtteraess o\ 
my soul^ for I am weary of life. 

8# 1 will say uftto Gtoi^ d« not csoBdeni 
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me ; shew me i¥li«refore ifaou contenAMt with. 
me^ what are my crimes for wliich I suffer 
more than others. 

3. Ciui it be pleasure to thee^ to chastise 
the innocent, to despise the work of thine 
hand; and shine upon the counsel of the 
wicked ? 

4. Are thy days as the days of a msn ? or 
seest thou as man seeth ? 

9. If thou searchest after my sin^ thy 
knowledge will clear me of wilful transgres- 
sion ; but none can deliver out of thine hand. 

6. Thine hands have made and fashioned 
roe together round about, then knowest me 
perfectly, yet thou dost destroy me^ art cut- 
ting me off by afflictions. 

7* Remcjmber, I beseech thee, that thou 
hast made me as the clay $ and wilt Uiocr 
bring me into dust again ? 

8. Thou hast granted me life and favour, 
and thy visitations have preserved my spirit, 
and thy good providence and care have still 
supported and sustained me. 

9. If I sin, thou markest me $ and thou wilt 
not acquit me from mine iniquity. 

. 10. If I be wicked, woe unto me ; and if 
1 be righteous, yet I cannot lift up my head ; 
I am full of confusion* 

11. Therefore see thou my affliction, for it 
increaseth ; changes and war are against me. 

1)S. Wherefore hast Chou brought me forth 
out of the womh? Oh that I had given up 
the ghost, and no eye had seen me ! 

13. I should have been, as though I had 
not been $ I should have been carried firom 
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the womb to the grave^ and escaped these 
calamities. 

14. Are not my days few ? cease then, and 
let me alone^ that I may take comfort; and 
have a little respite^ 

15. -Before 1 go whence I shall not retarn, 
even to the laud of darkness^ and the shadow 
of death. 

What sullen star rul'd my untimely birth ? 
That would not lend my days one hour of mirth. 
How oft have these bare knees been bent to gain 
The slender alms of one poor smile in vain ! 
How often, tirM with the fastidious light. 
Have my faint lips implor'd the shades of night? 
How often have my nightly torments pray'd 
For lingering twilight, glutted with the shade ! 
Why was I born ? Why was 1 born a man ? 
Oir why proportioned by so large a span ? 
Or why suspended from the common lot, 
And being born to die, why die I not ? 
The branded slave who tugs the weary oaf, 
Obtains the Sabbath of a welcome shore ; 
His ransomed stripes are heaPd ; his native soil 
Sweetens the mem'ry of his foreign toil ; 
May it please kind heav'n once to dissolve 
These fleshly fetters, that so fast involve 
My hamper'd life ; then should my soul be blessM 
From all these ills, and wrap her thoughts in rest. 



CHAP. VIII. 



Job reproved^ 



'^ Pe humble Job, presume not God to scao^ 
Nor doubt his justice to his creature man. 



Si 

Who did the soul with her rich powers invest, 
And light up reason in the human hreast, . 
To shine with fresh increase of lustre bright, 
When stars and suns are set in endless night ; 
^Vfao taught the nations of the field and wood ? 
To shun their poison, and to choose their food * 
Prescient the tides, or tempest to withstand, . 
Build on the wave, or arch beneath the sand ?— 
— ^God in the nature of each being sounds 
Its proper bliss, and sets its proper bounds/' 



1 . Canst thoa by searching find out God ? 
canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion ? 

2. tt is higli as hcav^o^ what canst thou 
do ? deeper than helL what canst thou know ? 

3. The measure ttiereof is longer than the 
nartb^ broader than the sea. 

4*. He diseovereth deep things out of dark- 
less^ and bringeth to light hidden things from 
he siiadow of death. 

5. By the decrees of the Almighty the na- 
Ions of the earth are increased ; in his hands 
IS the soul of every living thing, and the 
<reath of all maukindL 

6. Behold, he breaketh do^wn, and it can- 
•ot be built up again; he sbutteth up, and 
here can be no opening. 

7. Behold, he withholdeth the rivers, and 
hey dry up ; also he sendeth them out, and 
hey overflow the earth. 

8. Hearken unto these things, O Job, con- 
ider the wondrous works of God* 

9* Marvellously doth he speak with his 
4 lice ; great things doth He, whidh man ean- 
ot compreheiid. 



iO. Wilt thoa therefore contend with the 
Almighty, realizing liis power ? shall he that 
darkeneth counsel without knowledge, op- 
pose his Maker ? or dare he reprove the Most 
High? 

If. Where wast thou when th'e foundations 
of the earth were fixed ? and jhe measure 
thereof assigned ? 

15. Knowest thou whereon the line was 
stretched, or the corner-stone was laid P on 
what centre doth it rest ? and how are its 
parts united ? 

18. When the morning stars sang togeth- 
er^ and the sons of God shouted for joy« 

14. Knowest thou who maketh a way for 
the overflowing of the waters ? which satis- 
fieth the desolate and waste ground, and 
causeth the bud of the tender herb to shoot 
forth. 

10. Or who restraineth tho~ raging of (be 
sea, when the. billows thereof brake forth^ as 
thpugh issued from the womb ? 

16. And commanded them, that hitherto 
they should come, and no further : and here 
shall their proiid waves be stayed ? 

17. Hath the rain a father ? or who begat 
the drops of the dew ? from what source 
came the ice ? who scatteretb the hoar frost, 
and prepareth the treasures of the snow and 
hail? 

18. Who bestoweth knowledge in the in. 
ward parts^ and giveth understanding to tlie 
heart ? 

19. Who in the various seasons infifrocts 
the winged creation in their regular courses ? 
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50. Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom^ and 
stretch her wings towards the south ? Doth 
the eagle mouat up at thy command^ and 
make her nest on high ? 

51. Or who provideth for the raven bis 
food ? when his young ones cry unto Ood^ the 
universal parent? 

22. By whose orders is the whirlwind di- 
rected from the west^ and cold from the 
north? who balanceth the clouds whereby 
the earth is softened by the south wind ? 

its. Knowest thou the ordinances of heav- 
en ? or by what means the day spring was 
:aused to know its place? ^ 

24. Have the gates of the grave been open 
thee ? or hast thou explored the mansions 
)f the dead ? 

29. Cease then thy complaints^ and be as- 
ured the decrees of the Almighty will be 
stablished. 

2'6. Upon the earth there is none like him ; 
e beholdeth all things, and from him no 
liuugbt can be hid^ nor the most secret action 
oDcealed from his view : 

27. He is wise in counsel and mighty ia 
ork^ and all his ways are right. 

Uliy give thy tongue a loose so bold and vain, 
nsure my conduct and reproves my reign t 
i I up thy thoughts against me from the dust, 
id tell the world's Creator what is just ? 
here didst thou dwell at nature's early birth ? 
iio laid th' foundations for the spacious earth? 
no fixM the corner stone ? What hand declare, 
ing it on nought^ and Cwten'd it in air : 



When the bright uKMrnifig stars in concert sung, 
When heavVs high arch with loud hosanna'smng, 
When shouting sons of God, the Iriumph crewnM, 
And the wide concave thundevM with the soiuid ? 
Earth^s nuip^rouf kingdoms, hast tboo viewed themall' 
And can thy span of knowledge grasp the baB ? 
What worlds hast thou product, what creatures 

framM, 
What insects cheriahM, that thj God is blam'dl? 
Am I a debtor ? hast thou ever heard 
Whence come those gifts that are by me conferrMf 
My lavish fruit a thousand vallies fillsj 
And mine the herds, that graz^ a thousand hiUs ; 
Earth, sea, and air, all nature is my own, 
And stars, and sun, ar^ dust beneath my throne : 
Fond man I the vision of a moment made1 
Dream of a dreanr! and shadow of a sha4Q i 
Thou know^st me not ; thy blindness cannot see 
How vast a distance parts thy God and thee/' 



CHAP. IX. 



Jah'^s address iQ hu 



^^^ O why should torturM Job his sighs refrain ! 
Or suffering thus, why should he not complain ' 
A}Iqw him prostrate then to ask his God, 
Why thus he breaks an animated clod V^ 



i. Hbar again i^ttentively my speech anc 
declaration with your ears. Lo! nine ejei 
have seen all this, and mine ears have hearl 
and understood it ; what ye know^ the tvs, 
also 1 know^ I am not regardless of it. 
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3. Oh that ye would altogether hold your 
peace, and therein would be your wisdom ; 
my friends accuse me wrongfully, and reason 
deceilfully : my sincerity they reproach^ and 
my complaints they cast off. 

3. Behold^ I will now submit my cause^ I 
know I shall be justified ; the Lord will 
be my salvation, my only hope and deliver- 
er, therefore though be afflicts me^ yet will I 
trust in him. 

4. For all things are with biro, and what- 
soever he ordaineth will surely come to 
pass. 

5. For what is the life of man, but of few 
Jays and full of trouble ? be cometh forth as 
a flower, and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a 
shadow and cbntinueth not. 

6. Seeing his days are determined^ and 
'he number of months in which his bounds 
are fixed. 

7. Though the root of a tree wax old la 
ilie earth, and the stock thereof die in the 
f;round, yet there is hope if it be cut dowii 
^ liat it will again sprout, and the tender branch 
hereof will not fail. 

8. And dost thou open thine eyes upon 
^uch an one to bring me into judgment with 
hee ? for who ean bring a clean thing out of 
n unclean ? 

9. O my God, turn from me, that I may 
^st till thy purpose be accomplished. 

10. Withhold thy rebukes, and shew me 
il my error, that I may reclaim my wander. 
'i;s, and yet walk before thee in the land of 

he living, 

3 
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11. For if a man once transgress^ shall 
he not live to riBpent ; but if a man die lie 
shall live again? All the days of my ap- 
pointed tiniej I will wait till my great change 
come. 

12. Suffer me farther to speak^ and hear 
me diligently^ and after thus speakings re- 
prove me. As for me, is my complaint to 
man ; if it were so, 1 should not then be 
troubled: 

1 3. I know tliat the hypocrite is as stubbk 
before the wind, and as chaff that the storm 
carrieth away ? how oft is the candle of the 
wicked put out^ and how oft cometh their de- 
struction, for God distributeth sorrow in his 
Anger. 

14. We provoke God by departing from 
him, and how rash is it to say to the Almighty, 
Depart from us, we desire not the knowledge 
of thv ways ; or who is the Almighty, that we 
should serve him, or what profit if we pray 
unto him ? 

15. Do ye presume, that any can teach 
God knowledge, seeing he judgeth those who 
are high ; can iiny declare to him his deal- 
ings ; may any one say unto him, what doesi 
thou ? 

16. Know ye not, that one dieth in full 
strength, being in perfect ease and quiet,when 
his breasts are full of milk, and his bones arc 
moistene4 with marrow ; 

^ 17- And another dieth in the bitterness of 
his soul, and never eateth with pleasure? 
They shall lie down alike in the dust^ aiH- 
the worms shall cover them. 
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iH. When I consider these thin^rs T am 



:".fr- 



aid ; fearfulness takelh hold on me; hnt 1 
; lu assured the fear of the Lord is wisdom, 
niul to depart from evil^that is understanding. 



CHAP. X. 



Eliphax*s reproof to Job* 



" Eiiphaz again engag'd in the dispute, 
And strove the sufferer's reason to confute. 
What can ye add, for all your words are faint, 
The Almighty's works no eloquence can paint, 
No more can be in mortal sounds exprcst, 
But vast eternity shall tell the rest." 



1. Eliphaz again sharply reproached Job, 
nd said, Should a wise man utter vain 
nowiedge ? Should he reason with unprofit- 
Me talk^ or with speeches wherewith he 
^n do no good ? 

?. Sliould be make void the fear of God, 
'id restrain prayer before him ? Are the 
isolations of God small with tliec ? Is 
ere any secret thing with thee? 

3. Art tht)u the first man who was born P 
' \rast thou made before the hills ? Dost 
ou know the council of God, and claim his 
'owledge to thyself? Are his councils 
ily known to thee ? 

^. What knowest thou, that we know nut? 
I' what understandeth thou, that we are ig- 
rant of? With us alike are the grey- 
adeil and very aged. - 
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5. Why dost thiae heart carry thee away ? 
And why turnest thou thy spirit against God, 
and lettest out words from thy moath ? Aod 
why are thy repinings against the ways of 
the Almighty ? 

6. For thy mouth nttereth thine iniquity, 
and thou choosest the tongue of the crafty, 
covering thy principles and opinions with 
vain pretences of piety and respect for Grod. 

7* For what is man^ that he should be 
clean ? or he who is born of a woman^ that 
he should be righteous^ as in a little time all 
his thoughts will perish ? 

8. Behold God putteth no trust eveain bis 
saints^ and the heavens are not clean in his 
sight ; bow much more abominable and vaiu 
is man^ who driaketh iniquity like water. 

9. The wicked man travelletfa with pain ; 
tronble and anguish make him afraid all bU 
days^ and the number of bis years are per. 
ptexed ; a continual sound is in his eais^ for 
destruction surely awaits him. 

10. For he streagtheneth himself agains' 
the Almighty ; he stretcheth ooi his hand 
against God ; let him not then be deceived, 
that trusteth in vanity^as that shall be th« 
recompense of all those who depart from tl]' 
living God. 

. II. Disquietncle of mind^ therefore, await- 
the profligate ; yea, the light of the inpiou- 
shall be put out ; no joy s-hall shine in thei. 
tabernacles ; their roots shall be dried np 
and their branches cut off. 

Itf. Those that beheld this^ were astonish ^ 
ed/ as they who went before were afraid 



8ajing,Saeh are thp dwellings of the unright- 
eous^ and such are the places^ that know uot 
God. 

13. 9ut God will not cast away a perfect 
man^ neither will he help the evil doers. 



CHAP. XI. 



" The mourner answerM, in lamenting strain ; 
Still is it stiif rebellion to complain ? 
Alas ! the mountain's weight of woes J feel, 
Nor groans can equal, nor complaint reveal.", 



1. Then Job answered and said, I have 
heard many such things; miserable comfort- 
ers are ye all; these reflections are of little 
use, and do but increase, instead of lessening 
my pains% 

5. Shall vain words ever have an end ? 
But what emboldeneth ye to answer ? or for 
what cause do ye thus oppress me ? 

3. But now ye make me weary, and tire 
me out with idle repetitions, smiting me re- 
proachfully and treating me with scorn. 

4. Wherefore do ye write bitter things 
against me, striving to make me suffer for the 
errors of my past life. 

^. Why chase a withered leaf, that's driven 
to and fro? 4nd why pursue the dry stubble ? 

6. Why hold ye my feet in the stocks, and 
observe ye so narrowly my paths^ and count 
me for yonr enemy ? . 

3* 
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% Should I speak ^ ye do, and thiifl mul 
tiply words, and censure your eondaet, ye 
would become a by- word, and a scorn amoo; 
the people. 

8. O that your soul was in my aoaPs stead, 
and ye knew how to feel for my sorrows. 

0. Alas ! my enemies have gathered them- 
selves against me ; fbey afflict me on every 
side ; they have stript me of my glory, and 
have taken the crown from my head, and laid 
snares for my destruction. 

10. By your example, my bretbr^i go far 
fl*om me, and my acquaintance are verily es- 
tranged from me. 

11. Even those who dwell in my hoase. 
count me a stranger. |f I call my servants. 
no answer is given.; 1 am eveti thonght au 
alien in their sight. 

IS. My situation is dreary and d^solat^ 
indeed ; those who in my prosperity were 
friends, now forsake me ; those whom I lov 
ed, are turned against me ; I am deserted and 
alike distressed. 

13. Have pity on me, have pity on me, 
ye my friends, for the hand of God hath 
touched me, not to scourge, but to try me : 
not to chastise, but to improve me. 

14s. O that my words were now written ' 
O that they were recorded in a book ; tha: 
they were engraven with an iron pen in the 
rock forever ; that others may be instructed 
by my speech, and instructed by my exampl^' 

15. Though 1 speak, my grief is not as- 
suaged ; and though 1 forbear^ wherein do I 
find comfort ? 
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16. I Wis at PC8t, hat am now rent asun- 
der ; miae eyes arc dim by reason of sorrow, 
and all my thoughts are as a shadow. 

17. I have put on sackcloth, and prostrat- 
ed myself in the dust ; my face is foul with 
weeping, and on my eye-lids is the shadow 

of death. 

18. Alas ! I am disconsolate, am broken ; 
breauh upon breach, my days are posting ; 
the grave is ready for me. 

1 9. I have «aid to corruption, Thou art my 
father 1 to the worms, ye are my brethren j 
and where is my hope, and who shall behold 
it, for my purposes are broken off, even the 
thoughts of my heart. 

80. And though my friends forsake me, 
my witness is in heaven, and my record on 
highy'^my pleading is with God, as a mortal 
pleadeth for his friend. 

ai. But a great cause of my grief arises 
from a consciousness of having sinned against 
so much goodness, and provoked such tender 

Miercy. 

«S. Mine iniquities deserve his righteous 
lispleasure, but his goodness reacheth from 
)ieaven to earth. ^ 

»». May the remorse which I now feel, be 
-he only punishment of my sin, from him who 
lath kept mine eyes from tears, and iny feet 

• rom falling. 

S*. But this I am assured, that my lie- 
Jeemer liveth, and that he will stand at the 
latter day on earth, and though my reins be 
.ousnmed within me, I shall not fear j 

29. Though wormi destroy this body, yet 
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ia my flesli I shall see Gt>d, whom I ihaU s^' 
for my^^elf, and mine eyes shall behold bim. 
who will siirely vindicate my eause^ and re 
store to me comfort. 

^^ There holy souls perpetaal Sabbaths keep, 
And never are concerned for £6od or sleep. 
There saintsarrive, with wreathsof light arccrown. 
While tuned harps with louder trumpets sound. 
There joyful Seraphs sacred hymns begin. 
And raptur'd Cherubs hallelujahs sing. 
Whence are my hopes, my pleasures, and my lov 
My thoughts, and noblest passions are -above." 



CHAP. XIL 



Zophar's Observaiiona* 



** Zophar then boldly his presumption checked, 
And bade him God and his decrees respect.^' 



1. My thoughts cause me to answer, an< 
for this I make haste. I have been reproacii 
eil/ but the spirit of my understanding causeii 
a reply. 

2. Knowest thou not of old, since mort^^ 
were placed on^arth, that the trinin|ih]Dg<^' 
the wicked man Is short, and his joy but IV 
a moment ? 

3. Though his name be universally re 
nowned, though his power be under no con 
trol, and his commands everywhere obeyed: 

4. Yet if he . hath oppressiBd and forsake i: 
the poor, and hath violently . takea away tin 
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scanty substaiiee of the needy^ without jus- 
tice and without restitution^ 

5. The heavens will reveal his iniquity^ 
and the earth will rise up against him. 

6. In the fulness of his abundance, he 
shall be in straits, and that which he labour- 
ed for shall be forfeited ; the increase of his 
house shall depart, and his goods be scattered 
abroad. 

7. When he is about to gratify hia appe- 
tite, God will send his anger against him ; 
surely he shall not feel quietness, but shall 
be deprived of those good things be so much 
desired. 

8. Yea^ he shall perish forever, and his re- 
membrance shall flee away as a dream, and 
shall not be found; it shall be chased away. 
as a vision in the night. 

9. The eye which saw him shall see him 
uo more, neither ahall his place any more 
behold him. 

10. And will God withhold reproving you 
throogh fear? Will he not enter into judg- 
ment with you? Is not your wickedness 
greati and your iniquities infinite ? 

11. Therefore temptations beset you, and 
sudden fear troubleth you. 

IS. For can a man be profitable to God, 
as he that is wise may be profitable to him- 
self? 

13. Is it interesting to the Almighty that 
thou art righteous, or gain to him that thou 
makest thy ways perfect? 

14. Yerily your thoughts are not hid from 
hitn^ and be it known to you, that there is no 



34 

darkness or secret place^ where the^ workers 
of iniquity can secure themselves. 

i5. For he will bring every work. in to 
judgment, with every secret tilings whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil. 

16. Do not, iherefore, attempt to hide ini-^ 
quity in thy heart, but acquaint thyself with* 
trod, and be at peace with him^ atid thereby 
good shall come unto thee. 

17- Presume not to search into the hidden 
decrees of the Almighty. 

He has thus loudly spoke^ 

*' Can thine arm measure with an arm divine, 
And canst thou thunder with a voice like mine, 
Or in, the hollow of thy hand contain 
The bulk of waters, the wide spreading main, 
When mad with tempest, all the billows rise 
In all their rage, and dash against the skies ? 
Where dwells the light^ in what refulgent donne ? 
And where has darkness made her dismal home ? 
What powerful breath from northern regions blown, 
Touches the sea, and turns it into stone ; 
Who launch'd the clouds in air, and bid them roll, 
Suspended seas aloft from pole to pole? 
Who can refresh the burning sandy plain, 
And quench the summer with a wash of rain ?" 
Who in rough deserts far fronj human toil. 
Make rocks bring forth, and desolation smile ? 
There blooms the rose, where human face ne'er 

shone. 
And spread its' beauties to the sun alone. 
Dost thou pronounce where daylight shall be born. 
And draw the purple curtain of the morn ? 
Awake the sun, and bid him come away. 
And glad the world with his obsequious ray? 
Hast thou enthron'd in flaming glory driven 
Triumphant round the spacious ring of heav'n ?. 
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That pomp of light what hand so far displays, 
That distant earth lies hasking in the blaze ? 
To check the show'r who lifts his hand on high, 
And shuts the sluices of the exhausted sky : 
When earth no longer mourns her gaping veins, 
Her naked mountains, and her russet plains ; 
But, new in life, a cheerful prospect yields 
Of shining rivers, and of verdant fields ; 
^VliGn groves and forests lavish all their bloom, 
And earth and heaven, are fill'd with rich perfume." 



CHAP. XIIL 

'• Yet Job proceeds his sorrows to declare, 
And pours his spirit in the zeal of pray'r, 
Why do I seek thee, if thou art not here ? 
Or find thee not, if thou art every where ? 
For thee I pine, and .am for thee undone; 
As drooping flowers that want their parent sun.'' 



1. Why still upbraid me for past errors 
that are blotted out of the book of God ? even 
your reproaches to-day are bitter to me, your 
censures are heavier than my groaning. 

2. Why so powerfully plead against me ? 
Why withhold compassion in these trying 

afflictions? 

3. 1 have suffered enough already, and ye 
need not make my case more desperate by 
your repeated reflections. 

4. Oh that 1 knew where I might find God ! 
heboid J go forward, hiti he is not there ; 
lud backward but I cauuot perceive him. On 
Me left hand where he doth work, but 1 can- 
not behold him* 
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5. I would order my cause before him/ and 
fill my moath with arguments^ were I permit- 
ted to approach the throne of grace^ and make 
known my complaint. 

6. With full confidence I would therefore 
rejoice at bis presence, as he will perform 
that which is appointed for me. 

7. God knoweth the way I have tkken; 
my feet have held his steps ; his laws I have 
kept, and not declined from his statutes. 

8. I have esteemed the words of his month 
more than my necessary food^ and when be 
hath tried me, 1 shall eome forth as gold. 

0* I am not however one of those who tbiok 
their deeds are hidden from the Almighty. 

10. Ye say triily, that he seeth all things; 
and yet the eye of the adulterer waiteth for 
the twilight, saying, no eye shall see me. 

1 1 • 'rhe murderer riseth with the darkness 
to destroy the helpless. The morning to him 
is as hateful as the shadow of deaths for sus- 
picion and terrors of mind ever await bun. 

m. The extortioner driveth away the ass 
of the fatherless, and taketh the widow's ox 
as a forfeit ! The unjust remove the aflieient 
landmarks, they violently take away the 
flocks and feed, and even pluck the orphan 
from the breast as a pledge. 

IS. They cause the distressed to go naked 
and destitute, by taking their vintlige from 
the presses, which yiel<ted tkem comfort and 
support for their faolilies. 

14. Alas ! the inhabitants groan from the 
city, and the souls of the wounded cry ont. 
The oppressors are those who rebel agunst 
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and the way that leads to it. 

15. For a little time they are exalted^ but 
soon brought low and gone^ and their remem- 
brance perisheth from the earth. 

16. This is the portion of the unjust man ; 
terrors will take hold of him as waters^ and 
tempests carry him away in the nighty and 
storms hurl him from his dwelling. 

17* If his children are multiplied^ they are - 
for war ; and his offspring shall not be sat- 
isfied^ and those who adopt his principles 
shall not be buried. 

18. Though he may heap up riches as the 
dust^ and prepare raiment in abundance ; he 
may prepare it^ 'but the just shall put it on^ 
and the innocent shall divide his substance. 

19* This is the end and portion of all op- 
pressors; which God will inflict unless there 
be repentance. 

go. Why do they then boast themselves in 
mii^chief ? for what is the hope of a hypocrite 
when (rod takes away his soul ? 

31. Will God hear his cry^ when trouble 
compth upon him ; can he delight himself in 
him, whose justice and mercy he hath alike 
despised ? 

gS. But God forbid that I should condemn 
any, while I live; my .lips shall not utter 
slander, nor my tongue use deceit. 

23. While my breath is in me, and the 
spirit of God is with me, my own righteous- 
ness will I hold fast; neither shall my heart 
reproach me so long as 1 live* 

4 
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CHAP. XIV. 



'' Still Job complain'd in anguish of his smart, 
Still pleading the uprightness of his heairt." 



1. Moreover Job continued his parable 
and said^ Oh ! that I were as in months past, 
in the days when God preserved me ; when 
liis candle shined upon my head, and when 
by his light, I walked through darkness. 

S. As it was with me in^ the days of my 
youth, when the secret of God was upon my 
tabernacle ; when the Almighty favoured me^ 
and my children and friends were about me. 

3. When I washed my steps with milk, 
and the rock poured me out rivers of oil ; 
when I put on righteousness and it clothed 
me ; and my judgment was as a robe and a 
diadem. 

4. When my root was nourished by the 
rivers, and the dew lay all night upon my 
branch, when my glory was fresh in me^ and 
my bow was renewed in my hand. 

5. When ' I sat as chief, chose out their 
way, and dwelt as a. king in the army ; when 
I passed through the city, a seat was prepar- 
ed for me, the young men stood up» and the 
aged also rose to show me reverence. 

6. The princes refrained talking, and laid 
their hands to their mouths^ the nobles held 
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ibeir peace ; for me they waited^ and kept 
silence at my counsel. 

7* When the ear heard me^ it blessed me ; 
^vhea the eye savtr me^ it gave witness to me. 

8. Because 1 delivered the distressed that 
cried^ and the fatherless, and those who had 
none to rescue them from their enemies. 

9. The blessing of them who were ready 
to perish came upon me ; and I caused the 
widow's heart to sing for joy. 

10. I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I 
to the lame ; I directed the ignorant and per- 
plexed, and lielped the weak and feeble. 

11. I was a father and a friend to the af- 
flicted, and the cause that I knew not I search- 
ed out, and was ad one who comforteth the 
mourners. 

IS. But alas, the remembrance of these 
things are forgotten by those whom I instruct- 
ed, and followed by the ingratitude of those 
whom I relieved. 

13. Those of my former acquaintance are 
now turned against me, and have me in de- 
rision ; they would east me in the mire as dust 
and ashes. 

1 h. Even those who fled to the wilderness 
for want and famine, who were solitary and 
hi^d none to help them, who were so distress- 
cc; as to have need of plucking mallows from 
the bushes, and juniper roots for their meat. 

15. Those who were, driven forth from 
imong men as vagrants, to dwell in the cliffs 
3f the vallies, and caves of the earth, make 
ne now their sport. Yea; I am their by- 
rvord. 
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16. They mar my patfa^ they set forth my 
calamity, they overwhelm me as a wide 
breaking of waters. 

17. They allege against me crimes of their 
own inventing, they pursue my soul as the 
wind, and my life passeth oflf as a cloud. 

i8. Did I not weep for those who were in 
trouble ; was not my soul grieved for the af- 
flicted, and my hand stretched forth to their 
relief ? 

19. I had therefore reason to expect com- 
fort and support, but heboid, trouble is eome 
upon me ; 1 waited for light, bot darkness 
oversbadoweth me, my enemies are relentless 
to persecute me. 

50. Alas ! my soul is poured out upon me, 
the days of afBiction have again taken hold 
on me, my spirits are troubled in the night 
season, and my.sinews take no redt. 

51. I am as one dreary withont the sun, a 
brother and a companion with the wretched 
and forlorn, terrors are increased upon me, 
and 1 have no helper. 

SS. By the great force 6f my disease, my 
(Tountenanoe is changed, my skin is parched ; 
and my bones are consuming. 

S3. Behold, I cry out of violence, but I am 
not heard, I cry aloud, but there is no jadg- 
ment. 

S4.^ O earth, cover not thou my bloody until 
my distresses hate an end. For 

S9. My harp is tuned to mourning, and my 
organ into the voice of them who weep. 
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"When in God's presence shall I find delight? 
Ye hours and days, cut short your tedious flight ; 
Ye months and years (if such allotted he 
In this distressed harren world for me) 
With hasty revolution roll along, 
I languish with impatience to he gone." 



CHAP. XV. 



Job further vindicates himself. 



'Job's thoughtsandcon^plaintsonhis sorrows still ran, 
And though wisely he argu'd, he felt as a man." 



i. I HAVE made a covenant with the Al- 
mighty, whom then should I fear ? God from 
above is my. portion^ and mine inheritance is 

on high. 

2. He seeth my ways and counteth all my 
steps, he knows that I have not walked with 
vanity, nor my feet hastened to deceit, if 1 am 
weighed in the balance of justice, I shall not 
be foand wanting. 

3. My coarse hath not turned aside, nor 
my heart revolted to vanity, but mine eyes 
have been waiting for his salvation, and if any 
blot hath cleaved to my mind, it shall all be 

done away. 

4. I know that He who formed me in the 
womb; caa exalt me by his power j 1 know if 

4* 
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I trust to vanity I shall be deceived^ bat l| 
have confidence in his rescue. 

d. But I know^ my friends^ your opinioQ 
and the devices which you wrongfully bar 
imagined for my past conduct. 

6. Did 1 ever despise or neglect the can 
of my servants in refusing counsel when re* 
quired^ or by any means endeavour to niih- 
hold from them their just demands ? 

7* Did not he who made me make tbem? 
and did not one fashion us alike ? 

8. Wh^t then shall I do when God risetk 
up ? and when he visitetb^ what shall 1 an- 
swer ? 

i). If I had suffered the stranger to lie in 
the. street^ denied him entrance at my door, 
and my habitation was not open for bis 
reception ; 

10. Let me sow and another reap^ andmy 
offspring be rootled from the earth. 

11. If I had withheld the indigent 
needy from their desire, or have caused tbe 
eye of the widow to fail ; 

±2. ILL have eaten my bread alone, ¥^bile 
the fatherless were destitute, or have seen anj 
perish for lack of raiment ; 

13. It would have been an heinous crime, 
an iniquity to be punished. 

14. If 1 have made gold my hope ; saidtc 
the fine gold ; Thou art my confidence ; it 1 
rejoiced because my substance was greats (» 
believed that my hand alone had proeuredi\ 

15. Surely my mind would have reproach 
ed me, my conscience would have upbraidei 
my condiicf, this folly would have been nv 
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disgrace, and I should have denied the Gt)d 
who is above. 

16. If I had ever rejoiced at the destruc- 
tion of those who hated me, and exerted my 
influence against them, or withheld my hand 
for their relief when in trouble ; 

17- Then let mine arm fall from its shoul- 
der blade, and strength fail my limbs. 

18. If I adored the sun when it shined, or 
worshipped the moon walking in brightness, 
and secretly covered my transgression, and 
conceived iniquity in my bosom, 

19. The just anger of heaven would over- 
take me. • 

50, If my land should cry out against me, 
by reason of my covetousness. If I have 
used the prodnee thereof without liberality to 
others, and withheld the fleece of my sheep 
for the comfort of their families ; 

51. Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and 
noisome weeds instead of barley, and my es- 
tate yield me no increase. 



CHAP. XVI. 



The Introduction of Elihu. 



*' At length Elihu eas'd his burthen'd breast, 
Whose answers humble diffidence long supprest, 
A fourth, whose reprimand was kindly meant ; 
(From Nahor's ancient line was his descent.) 
Young, yet mature ; indignant, yet serene : 
He interpos'd bis argument, rightly keen : 
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Job equally he censures and his friends, 
From each reproof his Maker he defends.^^ 



1. Job's three visitors ceased to answer, 
because they thought him righteous in his own 
eyes. 

2. Then was kindled the anger of Blibu, 
for he conceived that Job justified himself 
rather than God. 

3. And Elihu spake to them and said, I 
am young and ye are old, and being afraid I 
dare not declare my opinion. 

4. Knowing that days should speak, and 
multitude of years should teach wisdom. 

d. Thete is a spirit in man : and the inspi- 
ration of the Almighty giveth him wisdom. 

6. Grreat men are not always the wisest, 
neither do the aged always understand judg- 
ment. 

7. Behold, I have waited for your words, 
and gave ear to your reasons, while you 
searched out what to say. 

8. Yea, I have attended unto you ; and be- 
hold, there was none of you that convinced 
Job, or that answered his words. 

9. Therefore hearken unto me, I also will 
deliver you my opinion in the matter, for my 
spirit within constraineth me to speak* 

10. Behold, my thoughts are as new wine, 
which hath no vent, I will speak that I may 
be refreshed. 

1 1 • Far be it from me to accept any man's 
person, or give flattering titles to any, for io 
so doing 1 shall offend my Maker. 

IS. The three visitors hearing Eliha^ they 



L 



^ 46 

ere troubled^ they were amazed^ they sat 

ill^ and answered no more* 

13. Wherefore Elihu farther spake, Hear 

y words^ O ye wise men^ and give ear unto 
We, ye that have knowledge^ for the ear trieth 
Words, as the mouth taste th meat. 
' i^ Behold^ 6od exaltet^ by bis power^ 
and casteth down ; who teacheth like him ? 
Who hath enjoined him in his way/ or who 
dare say^ Thoa hast wrought iniquity. 

19. Shall not he that ordaineth justice^ 
aright govern ? and wilt*thou judge him that 
is most pure ? will the Almighty pervert judg- 
ment, or lay on man more than is right ? 

16. For the actions of men shall be ren- 
dered unto him^ and every one judged accord- 
ing to his doings, for God is no respecter of 
persons. 

17- Is it fit to say to a king. Thou art un- 
just ? Or to princes, ye are unrighteous ? Is it 
not indecent to charge earthly princes and 
judges^ with tyranny and injustice ? 

18. How much less to him who accepteth 
not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the 
rich more than the poor ? For they all are the 
works of his hands. 

19. When he giveth quietness, who then 
zem make trouble? When he withdraweth hisi 
support, who then can be upheld ? Whether 
igainst a nation, or a mortal only. 

^O. Surely it is meet to say unto God, 1 
iave deserved chastisement^ but I will not 
igain offend. 

91 • But to {(cknowledge with submission^ 
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That which I know not teach thoa me : If I 
have done iniquity^ I will do no more. 

1^2. Perchance Job hath spoken unadvised* 
ly and his observations may often have been 
very inconsiderate. 

"^S. He may have added rebellion unto his 
sin^ and have triumphed in his transgression. 
and multiplied words against God. 

24. Yet let us not judge him without can. 
dor, nor withhold our compassion^ while \n 
strive to rectify his opinions. 



CHAP. XVII. 



" Indulge me still : much argument remains, 
On God's behalf, and lofty are the strains. 
Submit thy fate to Heaven's indulgent care, 
Though all seem lost, 'tis impious to despair : 
The tracks of Providence like rivers wind, 
Here run before us, there retreat behind ; 
And yiough immers'd in earth from human eves 
Again break forth and more conspicuous rise." 



1. FuRTHERMOHF spakc Elihu unto Job 
behold^ now I have opened my mouthy m] 
words shall be of the uprightness of »; 
heart, and my lips shall convey knowledge. 

^. If thou canst answer me, set thy won! 
in order before me, for I am according to ib; 
desire in God's behalf. 

3. My counsel cannot make thee afraitS 
nor shall my hand be heavy upon thee. 
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f. Therefore answer me, if thou hast any 

[ig to say, as I hare a desire to justify 

e ; if not, be silent, and I will teach thee 

»dom. 

7. Shouldest thou say, I am clean and 

Jiout transgression ; I am innocent, neither 

;here iniquity in me : 

5. Behold, in this thou art not just, and 

f I5 .who seeth not as man, discovereth thy 

lings. 

?'. Why dost thou strive against thy Mak- 

t he giveth no account to the children of 

u of his doings. 

s. For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet 

Lu perceives it not. 

\K Lo, all bis dispensations are to rescue 

i\ from destruction, and to enlighten him in 

I ways of truth and uprightness. 

to. Thou in thy trouble observest, ^^What 

vantage will it be unto -me ? and what 

ofit shall 1 have, if I be cleansed from my 

11. I will answer thee; look up to the 
avens, and behold the order in the firma- 
^ut ; the balancing of the clouds are the 
>ndrous works of him who is perfect in 
lowledge. 

i'Z. If therefore thou sinnest, what dost 
ou against him? or allowest thyself in 
Einsgressing, dost thou prevail against God ? 

1 3. If thou art righteous, what does it avail 
y Maker ? or what can he obtain at thine 
md? 

11. Thy wickedness may injure a man, 
id thy oppression may cause him trouble, 
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and make the feeble cry oat by reason of the 
arm of the mighty. 

15. Barely God will not hear, nor will he 
regard vanity; judgment is always before 
him, therefore trast in him. 

16. Considering that God is oar Maker^ 
who teacheth us more than the beasts of the 
field, and maketh us wiser than the fowls of 
heaven. 

17* Behold, he is mighty in strength and 
wisdom. He is the fountain of benevolence, 
refuseth none who with sincerity approach 
him, -but preserveth all, and glveth right to 
the afflicted. 

18. Ue withdraweth not his eyes from the 
righteous^: yea, he established them forever; 
and they are exalted. Should they fall into 
sin and temptation, and are thereby held io 
the cords of affliction^ 

1 9. He then sheweth them their errorSf ex 
ereiseth over them his fatherly correctiooj 
and commandeth them to return to the patk 
of duty. 

50. If then they obey and serve him, the] 
will spend their days in peace and tranquil 
ity ; if they do not obey him, they will per 
ish in their sins and die without knowledge 

51. But the profligates in heart heap o] 
disquietude : they cry in vain and there ii 
none to deliver them, their life is with tb 
unclean, and their death untimely. 
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CHAP. xvm. 



Ends Elihu*8 Observations, 



**• Learn, Job, that misery ever follows sin, 
From human errors human ills begin. 
Th' Almighty mind is all perfection great, 
Above low envy and capricious hate, 
When erring mortals in his bonds he holds. 
Their ear he touches, and their sins unfolds ; 
Humbles their pride, their self-deception breaks. 
And slumbVing; conscience to its charge awakes. 
If to his high commands their ear they bow, 
And faithful keep the penitential vow : 
Sweet 'days ensue, bright is their ev'ning scene. 
And death comes late, and with a look serene*'^ 



1. Elihu spake moreover to Job^ and said, 
S. Suffer me again to speak in Ood's stead, 
I will bring my knowledge from afar, and 
will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. 

3. Vor truly my words shall not be false, 
neither will I make use of abstruse argnments« 

4. Touching the Almighty we cannot 
search him out: he is great in power and 
wise in judgment, and will not afflict but in 
justice. 

5. Every man may see it ; behold be is in- 
finite, and we know him not, neither can the 
number of his years be searched out. 

6. For the eyes of the Almighty are npon 
the ways of men ; he seeth all their doings, 

. 5 
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and setieth at nought the wicked in the open 
sight of others. 

7. Because they wilfully turn from him, 
conceiving in their hearts, "It profiteth a 
man nothing that he should delight himself 
in God.'^ 

8. Therefore, knowing their thoughts and 
devices, He pverturneth them, so that they 
are crushed, and none to deliver theni, 

9. He beholdeth all high things, respecteth 
none who are vain and conceited, but is a 
terror to all the sons of pride. 

IQ. Abhorring those who are ostentatious, 
debasing them to the dust, ho alloweth others 
to fill their places. 

11. He sendetb his interpreters, one among 
a thousand, to explain and warn men of their 
danger, and shew his willingness to save them 
from the pit of destruction. 

IS. If they obey bis laws, be will grant 
their requests ; they will behold bis face with 
joy, and finally obtain bis forgiveness. 

1 8. Wherefore Job, consider find hearken 
to my wor^s. Thou erroneously bast said, 
^f My doctrine is pure and I am clean^'^ but 
ramember that God exacteth of thee less than 
thine errors deserve. 

14. Thop art forward in fulfilling the judg- 
ment of the wicked: justice, therefore hath 
again taken hold on thee. 

Id. But in future, cleave to those things 
that are honest and of good report, and have 
no more fellowship with, the ungodly. 

1(L Regard not iniquity : for this thou hast 
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adhered te, rather than dubmission^ and these 
ihj doings have been thy folly. 

17. Magnify therefore thy Maker's^ work^ 
and suspect not the rectitude of his dispensa- 
tions. 



CHAP- XIX. 

JoVs last reply to his censorious friends^ with his 

closing address to Qod. 



" Almighty God, i& pity set me free, 

And let me once again thy mercy see ! 

So shalj the voice of my complaining cease, 

And Job's last breath shall bless Thee for his peace.'' 



i. Joi^f Wel&ried out with the severe re- 
proaches of his friends^ answered and sald^ 

S. Wherefore these incessant criminations 
and admonitions ? Wherefore do ye fill yout 
mouths with Words of repi^oof> and thus ad- 
dress me with languagje so unfriendly ? 

3. According to your professions^ had I 
notreasotito expect that your words woulcl 
have been uprightness and candor^ and that 
your lips would have taught knowledge and 
wisdom. 

4« But bow have ye counselled bim^ that 
hath no wisdom ? Or supported the feeble 
arm that hath no strength ? 

5. How have ye helped the aflOiicted who is 
Avithout power ? Or when have ye fully de- 
clared things as they are ? 



6. I am assured that 6od is supreme over 
all the earthy and know as well as ye^ that 
his judgments are equity and truth. 

7« But whence cometb wisdom and under- 
standing? Man knoweth not the value there- 
of^ neither is it to be found in the land of the 
living. 

8. The jdeptbs of the earth saitb^ it is not 
in me : and the springs in the sea say^ it is 
not with us : neither the gold of Ophir ; the 
precious onyx; or the wealth of Pern can 
equal it. 

9. God only knows the place thereof^ his 
ways are known to himself^ and communicates 
to man what he thinks fit« 

10. To jffim, therefore^ will. I refer my 
cause, and my supplication shall ascend to 
his mercy's seat. 

11. He knows my wants and desires^ and 
the thoughts and intentions of every one are 
naked and open to the view of bis omnis- 
cience. 

IS. His providence is displayed through- 
out the universe, and all nature is subject to 
his control. 

18. He conipasseth the waters with bounds 
until day and night come to an end ; the pil- 
lars of heaven tremble, and are astonished at 
his reproof. 

14. He str,etcheth out the north over the 
empty place; suspendeth the earth upon 
nothing, and bindeth up the waters in the 
thick clouds. 

1 9. He causeth the vapours to ascend^ be 






maketh liglitningsi with rain^ and bringeth the 
winds from his treasures. 

16. His power and goodness descend to^the 
earthy whereby he satisfieth the desolate and 
waste ground^ which eauseth the tender herb 
to shoot forth. 

17* By his almighty wisdom the heavens 
are garnished^ his hand also hath formed the 
crooked serpent. 

18. Lo ! these are bat parts of his doings, 
and how small a portion is heard of him ; 
being of one mind in all his ways^ he per- 
formeth all thiAgs as he pleaseth. 

19. I will^ therefore^ adhere to his coun- 
sel; 1 will obey his precepts^ and hope in 
Ilia inercy^ imni X go nence ana De no more 
seen. 

30. I know^ O Lord^ thou canst do all 
things ; I revere thy power^ and the rectitude 
of thy ways. 

Sl» I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee. 

^. Wherefore 1 abhor myself^ and repent 
in dust and ashes. 

33. I have uttered things that I understood 
not^ things too wonderful for me that I could 
not comprehend. 

^. If 1 have done iniquity^ 1 wilt do tio 
more. O restore^ heal, and bless thy servant. 

^^ Thou canst accomplish all things, Lord of might, 
And every thought is naked to thy sight. 
But, Oh ! thy ways are wonderful, and lie 
Beyond the deepest search of mortal eye. 
Once and again, (with grief I now deplore) 
Vly tongue has errM, but shall presume no more.^ 



Oft have I heard of thine alirrightj power. 
But never saw thee till this favottr'd hour* 
My voice once seemed in lasting silence bound, 
But'pow with heave»lj happiness I'm crown'd. 
Transporting view ! the Lord of life I see, 
Resign myself, and give my sbnl to Thee. 
Nor shall my weakness tempt thine -ang^r more ; 
Man was" not tol4e to q^iestion, but atd^re.^ 



CfiAK XX. 



ConcUisi&n, 



*' At last the Almighty in the cause appeared, 
His righteous acts to clear and to defend, 

Job own'd his goodnfess and his powei* rcvetf'd^ 
And joy ana coiiifort bless'd his lafter end,'^ 



^ i. The Alfliighty then aeisej^d Job^ and 
spake imto Elip^az the Temanite^ and BiU 
dad the Shiihite, and Zophar the NaAma- 
tbite^ and commanded them to offer barnt- 
offerings. 

i. They all, therefore, obeyed, aecordiog 
as the Lord commanded. 

3/ Job^s trials and patience were Ibus 
proved ; no temptations allured bim ; no ca- 
lamities occasioned his revolt from the path 
of duty. 

4. Through all his sufferiogs, tbe Most 
High was his sure defence, and the Holy One 
of Israel bis refuge. 
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5. And tb6 prayer of Job >vas heard and 
accepted in behalf of his friends by the Al- 
mighty, who proclaimed that there were none 
like him in all the earth for uprightness and 
integrity.^ 

6. And the Lord turned Job's captivity 
into the joy of salvation^ and restored to him 
his former dignity and honour^ and raised 
bim to double prosperity. 

7. So that^ by happy experience^ he found 
in the event^ that though the face of Provi- 
Jence may sometimes be veiled with dark- 
less, yet light is shown for the righteous^ and 
gladness for the upright in heart. 

8. Then came unto Job all his brethren, 
ind his sisters^ and those of his former ac-- 
juaintance^ presenting their gifts^ comforting 
)ini^ and partaking of bread and rejoicings. 

U. Thus the Lord blessed the latter end of 
ob^ more than the beginning; by increasing 
is wealth in numerous flocks and herds of 
ittle, and by enlarging his family. 

lO« And in all that land were no women 
nind so fair as the daughters of Job : and 
<eir fathei* gave them inheritance among their 
rethren. 

11. After this Job lived an hundred and 
riy years^ and saw his sons^ and his ^ons^ 
ns, even four generations. 
1^. Thus Job died^ being old and full of 
ars. 

THE END. 
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YA&T as TBS 



PREFACte TO THE BOOK OP JOB, 



PARAPHRASED. 
BY THOMAS SCOTT. 



THE Poem presents to iis the shades of an illostri- 
ODS character $ a great and good man, in the depth of 
adversity, reduced to despair, and complaining loudly 
of the ways of Ood. His three most intimate ftiends^ 
who came to condole with him, very early insinuate 
their unehairitable suspicions : and afterwards openly 
aeeose him of atrocious wickedness, as the cause of 
his affli^ions. Accordingly they exhort him to re- 
pentance^ which a wicked man needeth, as the only 
means of his restoration. By thus defending the 
honour of Providence at their friend's expense, they 
exasperate his distress, inflame his passions, and 
hurry him into hiameable excesses in the justification 
of himself, and in expostulations with his Maker 
abo^ the reasons of bi^snATerings. He is, however, 
by wiser management in the hands of Elihn, gradu- 
ally recovered to a becoming temper $ and at last 
aeknowledgeth his fault to the Almighty, in the full- 
est terms of contrition and self-abasement $ with this 
complete confession the poem is closed, and the de- 
sign aecomplished. The moral of such a poem« 
formed on the plan of discontent with the measures 
of Providence, and the issue of that discontent in 
submission to them, is too obvious to stand in want of 
^a^lanatien. The majesty and gublimity of this di- 
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vine composition hare been admired by writers of the 
first rank in genius, taite, and learning ; as the lan- 
gaage is very old Hebrew; and the manners of those 
of the earliest ages. One observes, that it paxtieu'' 
larly exeels in conciseness, foree, and fulness of ex- 
pression, in masterly painting, both of the yioIcDt 
and tender passions, in moving representations of hu- 
man life^ great powers of deseription, and the sim- 
,plicity of its theology and ethics. 



ERRATA. 

Chapter II. Sec. i. Ust line, for ** Fortune," read TMurt ; aad 
Sec. in. page 64, 3d line from top, for "stung," read strung. 
Chapter VI. page 77, 15th line from top, for «%honi,^ ittd 



PARAPHRABE^ 



CHAPTER L 

SECTION l.---Jo6'9 Character^ Wealthy and Rklieg. 

There liv'd an Arab of distifiguuhed fame 
Id Idamean U:y and Job his name ( 
Of spotless umooersy with a soul sineeroy 
Evil his hate, and God alone his fear. 
Seven sons his patriarebal sway rever'd. 
His household eares three beauteous daughters eheer'd. 
His floekj in thousands brows'd, his eamels fed 
In thousands; o'er bis fertile pastures spread. 
In beeves, and beasts of mote ignoble strain^ 
In rural magazines, and rustic train, 
His mighty opulenee no. rival found 
Among the prinees of Arabia's bount. 
On the glad season of eueh natal day 
Sweet friendship eaird, the brother friends obey s. 
With earth's best gifts the festal hoard was blest^ 
And eaeh fair sister eame a bidden guest. 
Oft as these rounds of social joy ezpir'd. 
The pious father holy rites requir'd : 
By due ablutions cleansed, the filial band. 
For solemn saerifiee around him stand : 
When, rising with the mom, the priestly sire 
DisposM the atonement on the hallow'd fire. 
For every child a costly victim blaz'd, 
For every child a fervid pray'r he raided 
*' Forgive my children's sin, all gracious Power 
*' If aught displeased thee in their mirthful hour : 
'^ If some loose moment's gaiety of heart 
^^ £'er said to ^ety and God^ depart." 
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SEC. a.— -Ai^ Jm^wtunui' 

'TwAS on the birth-daj of hia elder son. 
The kiDdred met^ the banqaet was began.—' 
"When, lo, a servant, breathless, pale with fear, 
Bare heavy tidings to his master's ear : 
Thy asses gruz'd, thy heifers turned the soil, 
Sabean robbers flew npon the spoil : 
Thy faithful slaves lie slavghter'd on the plain, 
I, only I, to bring the tale remain. 
Him ittterrnpt another^ dolefnl cries : 
The fire of Qod was darted from the skies, 
Vhe ftooks and shepherds are -eonsnm'd alone, 
I, wreteh, survive, to make the mischief knowQ. 
A third ; The Chaldees, in a triple band, 
Have fore'd the eamels to a foreign land. 
I only from their eruel swords have fled^ 
To speak^ their loss and how the herdsmen bled. 
Worse message followed, followM close behind, 
The bearer's look spoke horror in his mind: 
Thy first bom son, his brethren, sisters all 
/^ere met, and feasting in his friendly hall : 
When rushing from the wild, a wheeling blast 
Fall on the house, all ways its fury east : 
Thy children smother'd, in the ruin fell, 
I only live the fatal blow to tell. 

ssG. 3.—- ffi« lUsifpiuUian* 

4 

Then Job arose y and father now no more, 
He lopt his flowing hair, his robe he tore : 
Prone to the dust he bow'd his rev'rent head, 
And, worshipping, with humblest accents said : 
Peace every murmur, naked into birth 
We came, and naked shall retnm to earth. 
The ]t<ord in bounty gav«, but gave in trust, 
The Loird resnmes : resuming, not unjust : 
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Giviog, resaming, be it ttill the Lord, 
Still be the glories of his nante ador'd. 

• iEc. 4.—- flis Patience and Submisnon. 

• 

Again aCBietiou's wound, he felt all o'er. 
Smitten with boiig aod stung at er'rj p6re. 
Down in the dust he sat in hnmbje sign 
Of sorrow passlre to the will divine, 
'Twas then, the frail companion of his eare 
Woanded his soul with words of wild despair : 
What, still a saint? go on, and eiinging low, 
Praise him onee more, and feel his mortal blow* 
Dost then, (he said, and east a tender look 
While zeal delivered its seyere rebuke,) . ' 
E'en thou thus rashlj speak ? in Sneh a s^l^ 
Let a blind paganess her Gods revile. 
Jehovah's hand divides onr portion still : 
Shall we embraee his good and not hit ill P 



CHAP. n. 

SE0. i.—- Job's friends visit him* 

Lamentino fame now hastened from his place, 
Temanian Eliphaz, of Shuah's raee, 
Bildad and Zophar, of Naamah's line. 
These, guided by the voice of friendship, join % 
Then speedy to their sufiTring friend they go, 
To mingle tears add mollify his woe. 
His form now opens to their- distant view, 
But O how alien from the form they knew ! 
They sprinkled dost upon their heads, they rent 
Thcfir flowing vesture, and aloud lament. 
Then seated near him on the ground, amaze 
Fetter'd their tongues. For seven sueeeeding daysj, 



^ith moumteg rile» their fisit they raoew-d^ 
Bnt silent still. They saw, his grief withstood 
All lenient counsel ; for hii looks eiprest 
Fortune, nad huge sdiietioa in his breast. 

sfic* 2.^^/n the extremity of his anguish^ Job lament* 
that ever he was bom, ani regrets the day of hi$ 
birtK 

At length the suffering man opprett with paim 
Pour'd forth his anguish in lamenting strain : 
Regardless be that day my y^rs began ! 
That night forget whieh hail'd the new bom nan 
Dark, total darkness, be that day ; nor eye 
Of God, all Tiewing from his tlnrone oa high, 
Its reFoIntion heed : nor orient beam 
Revisit, gladdening with its golden stream* 
Let death iiossess it with its dfeary shade, 
Let storm and thnnd'ring cloud its heaven invade j 
Let boding signs, from all the qaarter'd sphere, 
Trouble its brow ffid terrify the year. 
That night let darkness in his realm replaee. 
Erase it from the rolls of time, erase. 
All through that lonesome time, may silence reigQ} 
Nor joy intrude, nor joy-awak'ning strain. 
The guilty night that eaus'd my mother's throe, 
And gave me being but to giire me woe. 
Ah ! why not bury'd in the womb ? or why 
Not fiivor'd, recent from the womb, to die? 
Why did the midwife-knee the birth receive? 
Qr the full pap its fatal nurture give? 
Else I faftd lain, at ease, in sleep profound, 
Jn peaceful chambers of the cavem'd ground, 
And sweetly rested $ with a prineely train, 
Whose burial mansions load the desert plain. 
Vain works of kings ! and filFd with wealth as vain I 



Or like tke akartire, I kid ne'er bejini : 
Or, net less kippy* ve'er beheld tke sub. 
Tbe stiH koril infant's lot bad been my own^ 
A nameless being, and a giUTe noknewn. 
land desir'd ! where tyrants seonrge ne more, 
Where ekiefs repose, and statesmen's toils are o'er : 
The captive's kome, wko sInmVring on bis elod. 
Hears not tke ervel voice nor sounding rod. 
There great and small are nndistingnish'd mouldy 
And there tke slaves among tke free enrolPd. 
Why o'er Ike wretoked most tke day-etar roll, 
Who nauseate lifc in bitterness of soul ? 
Who wait tke coming of tke king of fears ; 
Who seek tke rnthless dart kis kand oprears, 
Impatient seek ; as greedy misers toil 
For treaenres bury'd in the roeky soil ? 
And when the grave appears, with sparkling eyes^ 
Spring and in rapture seize the blissful priae. 
Why must I breathe, who see no gleam of light 
Whom God environs with ideepair's black n%^ ? 
My daily meal but deepens all my groans. 
And like the bursting sluice I pour my.meajw. 
Ah boding fears ! I soflfer'd what I fear'd ! 
Soon as divin'd, the dreaded ill appear'd : 
Still trembling, suffering, I'm allow'd to know 
No ease from terror, nor one pause in woe. 

SEC. a. — 8pe$ch of Eliphaz occasioned in amscfuenae 
ofJoJPs complaint — that^ insteaft of murmuring, tp 
submit his case to Godf, which in the end would turn 
to his advantage. 

Tan Temaaite observed : To apeak our sense 
Shall we presume, and kazardthe offiinee P 
But whom can sileace, hold, or doubt suspend 
To trutk uttfiiithfal or displeaae a Mend ? 
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Not tQeh' Uhe strain, wbea grief attentifre hang 
On the. wise lessons of ihy powerfnl tongue": 
Affliction's palsied arm was stong liy thee. 
The tott'riag step eonfiria'd and feeble knee : 
What nambersy in the eonfliet, half snbda'd^ 
Arons'd to courage, strong in patience stood ! 
Now touch thyself, and thine the snff'ring part, 
Maz'dand iinmann'd then faintest with theenart. 
Should not thy « piety, beneath the rod, 
Inspire a noble confidence in God ? 
And conscious yirtue, by its glorious power, 
-Fill thee with ^prospect of salvation's hour P 
A just man perish P innocence o'erthrown ? 
Name the strange instance ; in whatdimate known ? 
But sinners thus, if I the^e eyes belie?e. 
Fit harvest of the erimes they sow receive. 
A furious storm, the Almighty's angry breath, 
Rush'd down and smote them with enormous death. 
But hear the word divine, to me convey'd, 
Than pearls more precious, in the midnight shade: 
Amillst the emotions which from visions rise. 
When more than nature's sleep seals human eyes, 
Fear seiz'd my soul, the hand of horror strook 
My shudd'ring flesh and every member shook, 
For a strong wind with rushing fury passed 
80 near, so loud, blast whirling after blast, 
That my hair started at each stiPning pore, 
And stood erect. At once the wild uproar 
Was hush'd ; a presence burst upon my sight 
(I saw no shape) in majesty of light : 
Voice followed, and celestial ace^its broke. 
Which in these terms theif awful dictates spoke : 
<< Is God arraigned ? absolv'd man's sinful dnst ? 
<< Less pure his Maker P or his Judge less joot ? 
<<Lo he discerns, discern'd by him alone, 
'^ Spots in the sanctities around the throne ; 
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^Nor tniBt« his noble ministers of flame, 

^^To^ yield him service analloy'd with blame. * 

^^Yet, ionoeent of blame, shall man be found, 

^^ TeDants- of elay and reptiles of the ground ? 

^^ Crnsh'd like the moth, these beings of a day 

'^ With unregarded waste are swept away : 

^' Their honors perish and themselves descend 

'^ Fools to the grave and thoughtless of their end." 

Be DOW complainant, the- defeudant see. 

Which angel will espouse thy dariog plea ? 

Learn, learn that misery is the mulct of sin^ 

In men^s own bosoms all their woes begin : 

Revenge or envy hurries fopis along, 

Parsu'd by death, to eruelty and wrong. 

Tbink not those changes from the dust arise, 

Nor seek their origin below the skies : 

Man is to sorrow bom, if man oflfend, 

As surely as the spiry flames ascend. 

Instead of murmur, with repenting tear 

I'd leave my cause in God's all-gracious ear : 

Whose acts are great, stupendous, and renowned, 

Which no thought fathoms and no numbers boand : 

Who pouring on the fields his genial rain, 

Turns a burnt desart into foodful plain : 

Who lifts the lowly, from their dust, on high, 

And changes into song the mourner's cry. 

«eorn not thou ; the same kind wounding hand 

Its balm infuses and applies its band. 

Then ills on ills about thy path may swell 5 

In vainl his arm will every ill repel. 

In famine, fulness shall thy table cheer, 

And war, wide wasting, shake his harrt^^*^? «npnr 

Rages the tongue of slander ? undisnir.} 

Walk thou in covert of Almighty &h 



MiCiik^U 
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When beasts vt misehief prowl, with snile bekold 
Thj clostVing vineytrd and thj erowded fold. 
Thj foot shall be in eoy'naat with the stoae^ 
And farions dragons thy dominion own. 
Know also ; that thy long-estended race 
Shall multiply as grass before thy faee : 
Know farther; peaee thy household reign shall bless, 
And all thy counsels crown thee with sneeess. 
And thou all hoary to the grave be borne^ 
As to its heap the mellowM ear of com* 
Thus ^eaks our searehing thought, iostroetion sure 
Apply, embraee it, and its good secure. 



CHAP. ra. 

8B0. 1.-— Joi txpostidtttBs witk his Maker $ HUerhf 
complains ef the severity towards himj eamestbf 
supplicates relief on this trying occasion $ he little 
expected from Eliphaz sudh harsh constructions of 
his complaints^ much less that his innocence wouU 
be Questioned j he therefore expresses the varimus 
emotions amd resenOful feelings of eonseioua tnteg* 
rUy^ stung with unjust censures and groundleos 
criminations* 

voR a balance pois'd with equal hand ! 

Lay all my sorrows there, 'gainst ocean's tend : 
Light is the sand whereon the billows roll. 
When weighed with M the sorrows of my sonL 
Ah I therefore, therefore, does my boiiing woe 
In such a yehemenee of words o*erflow. 

1 feel, I feel the Almighty'^ venom'd dart, 
His arrows fire my Veins aad dridk my lieafi t 
'Oainst me his terrors set In thick array. 
War behind wur, unbounded wrath display- 
As the tii^d swahi pants for umbrageous tvtp 
To rest from labour and his hire receive $ 



So I b ot I am dettin'd to gnttAin 

JLong months of woe, and tedious nights of pain : 

Laid on my pillow, soon I wish to rise ; 

when wiH midnight gloom forsake the skies P 

1 toss iy*om side to side $ and tossing still 
Mom eyes me, as she elimbs her eastern hill ; 
A mass of putrefaction shrouded o'er 

With nie'rous wounds, and worms and dirt and gore. 
My days, alas ! how rapid have they passed ! 
The threaded shuttle never flies so fast : 
My web is flnish'd. No remaining elew 
(Saeh hope for folly) shall the work renew. 
What else but sorrow is the time of man : 
A hireling's life his predetermined span ? 
O think, ray time is but a breath ; its good 
A flitting vision not to be reviewed : 
Shewn to the world ; ere men ean look me roundi 
Thy glanee but strikes me and I am not found. 
A morning mist, soon vanish'd out of sight, 
Is man descending to the world of night 
Ne'er to return : his house no more will own 
The Toiee forgotten and the step unknown. 
O torturing thought ! I will not now control 
Th' intolerable anguish of my soul : 
Give, give my tongue, th' unruly passion vent, 
In bitterness of heart I will lament. 
Ah 1 whensoe'er my aehing eyes I elose, 
^ And hope the anodyne of sweet repose $ 
Dream, on thy errand sent, dire forms uprears. 
And shakes my soul with visionary fears : 
Death, even by the strangling cord, were bliss 
To breathing in a skeleton like this. 
O how it would my longing soul elate, 
Might I with God himself my cause debate 1 
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And plead not guihy : his absolving voice 
With sweet salvation will my soul rejoiee : 
None bat the wieked his tribunal dread, 
Guilt in his presenee dares not lift its head. 
Hear, hear, my pleading hear ; the plann'd defence, 
Assur'd of noble triumph, I commence : 
Stand forth, accuser ; thy indictment prove, 
I'll yield to die ; nor will one murmur move. 
On two conditions (O indulge that grace) 
ni seek no shelter from thy awful face : 
Remove thy crushing hand far off; and dart 
No dreadful radiance to distract my heart : 
Thou then arraign ; I'll answer with my plea; 
O deign thou answer, while I question thee : 
What is this mortal P that thy lofty thought 
Bestows such honour on a thing of nought, 
As to pursue him with a jealous eye. 
Visit each morning and each moment try? 
What, and how many, are my sins ? reveal 
My crimes, my treasons, which thy rolls conceal. 
What provocation veils thy face in frown? 
Why me proscribe as rebel to thy crown ? 
Shall pow'r almighty give the whirlwind law 
To toss a leaf and persecute a straw ? 
Decrees severe ! my youthful follies — these 
Now feel thy vengeance — O severe decrees 1 
With bonds, and stripes, and durance hard, by thee 
The punishment of slaves is laid on me : 
To rottenness and worms a living prey, 
Like a moth-eaten vest I waste away, 
O that, indulgent to my earnest cry, 
God would extend his thund'ring arm on high; 
Unpitiful his flaming trident throw. 
And driving through its mark the mortal blow. 



At oiiee deitroy me. In that horrid death, 

Exalting hope shall spend my latest hreath : 

For neyer, oever hath my faithfal breast 

The mandates of his holy will snpprest. 

What is my strength ? what beekons me to stay 

Still lingering here, and hope some healing day ? 

Is my flesh flishion'd of nnfeeling brass ? 

My sinews stubborn as the marble mass P 

In this weak wasted body, can I find 

Reernit from one soqad ?ital left behind P 

Behold my pntrid frame ; it was not east 

A snbstanee through whole centuries to last : 

stay thy hand^ a dying mortal spare s 

The babble lift will quickly burst in air : 

And you, my friends, refrain, awhile refrain, 

And yield me a short breathing pause from pain. 

That I have sinn'd, all-watching Power, I own $ 

But can my sins alarm th' eternal throne P 

Why am I made the object to employ 

Thy shafts P the nnisance,whieh thou wouldst destroyp 

A friend the sorrow of his friend should feel| 

Relieve by pity and by counsel heal : 

Else, void of bowels, and too hard for tears. 

No arbiter of human woes he fears* 

You all now fail me like the floods which roar 

Down the steep hiUs with temporary store : 

Thick with the vornal thaw their torrents grow. 

And foam impetuous with dissolving snow. 

Anoup the fury of the scorching beams 

Drains their full channels) and imbibes their streams : 

Short and nsare riiort the shrinking eurrcata ni% 

Steal into air and perish in the sun. 

Parch'd Sheba looks, and Tema's thirsty bands 

Hope the cool waters in the distant sandft : 
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They eome $ they view, confounded at their trastf 

Where foamM their floodg, a smothering yaie of dast. 

Alike my trust in you ; illusion ail ! 

Friends while I stood, but starting at my fall. 

AskM I or gift or ransom ? or implor'd 

Your arm to save me from the lifted sword ? 

Candour is all I ask ; with eandour taught, 
I'm mute ; I never will defend a fault : 

Whom should a just rebuke, well tim'd, displease P 

But what eonvietion in harangues like these ? 

Hare ye eaball'd for this P and thou their ehief ? 

At sounds to quarrel, breath of hopeless grief i 

Cruel 1 you wound the fatherless $ you bend 

The bow of satire at your bleeding friend. 

O eome, vouchsafe to view me ; can you trace 

Ouilt's evident confusion in my face? 

Review my plaint, nor call rebellion mine ; 

Again review, its innocence will shine: 

Or rather, will not generous mercy plead. 

Cancel my trespass, and my healing speed P 

Lest, when the morrow's dawning beams appear, 

My friends should seek me and not find me here. 



CHAP. IV. 

sse. I. — ZopJiar^ having attended to JoVs defunct 
against the reasonings ofBliphaz and BUdad, who 
proceeded on the principle^ that misfortune is a 
proof ofguiUjand consequently that Job was not a 
good many prosecutes the argument against him 
with vehemence and violence, on the san^ false 
groundy and exhorts him to repentance, ^e. 

ZoPBAa, inflam'd replies. Is noise defence ? 
Artful harangue a proof of innocence P 
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Shall Yain boasts silenee us ? no speaker rise ? 
No honest tongue thy insoleuee chastise P 
Thy boldness clamours to the throne divine, 
<^ Pure is my conscience) spotless virtue mine." 
O would the Almighty, to thy wish appear 1 
Expose thy guilt, and thunder in thy ear 
Vengeance, that wisdom from our world conceals, 
Double the worst which here the sinner feels : 
Taught then, that justice hath required, as yet. 
Not half the value of thy penal debt* 
Wouldst thou th' Eternal with thy line explore ? 
Fathom almighty thought and find its shore P 
Gk) mete heaven's height, the depth of Hades sound, 
Span the wide earth, and reach o'er ocean's bound. 
He smites, imprisons, executes : what tongue 
Shall dare to mutter, ^' hast thou dene no wrong P" 
He knows impostors, shall he not requite 
The sin clandestine, acted in his sight P 
That fools may be redaim'd, sound sense supply'd^ 
To fill the world with ignorance and pride | 
And nature's as the Zebra's colt untam'd, 
Subdu'd by reason, into men be fram'd. 
Thou, therefore, quell thy haughty spirit ; bend, 
Bend thy stiff knee ^ thy suppliant hands extend : 
Shake out the bribe, the unrighteous gain expel 
Nor suffer rapine in thy tents to dwell ; 
Unclouded then, and unconfos'd with fear. 
Thy face erect and sparkling shall appear : 
Woe in thy memory shall leave no trace. 
Like violent waters vanish'd from their place : 
A happier age succeeds : emerging soon 
Fair as the morn, more luminous than noon : 
For thou, known favourite of celestial pow'r, 
Safe in the waking and the slumb'ring hour^ 
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Around tkf welh, Ay erooalitiig floekt anNisd, 
Shall range thy tesU along the gratgy gronnd » 
No terror ghali thy pcaeefnl eamp alarm, 
And prineely ehiefs shall eourt thy powerfbl arm. 
Lo, Ood, impartial in his frown and smile, 
Nor hates the worthy nor hefriends the Tile : 
Nor thee will leave, till laoghter in thy eyes 
Shall sparkle, and the hymn triomphant rise : 
While on thy fbes he ponrs eternal shame, 
Overthrows the wieked and uproots their name. 
But stubborn sinners wateh with wearied eyes, 
Help, far away from their distresses flies. 
And deathV Mask shades, their last sad reftige, rise. 



CHAP. V. 

8KC. I.— -Jbft replieS'-^thajt aUhovgh he knows hi$ 
cause to be good and free of^ guiU, proceeds ear- 
ntsdy soliciHngfrom the Mmighty his comnassUm* 
ate attention^ enters ffit# a description of rtis mU* 
erable situation^ emd himbly h^ relief 

I, THEN, shall I, against a pow'r so great 
Presume to rise, and study hold debate ? 
My eause, though just, I never wHI defend 
Were he the plaintiff, but a suppliant bend : 
Or should I bring the hardy aetion, he 
Humble his greatness in responsive plea i 
I never would believe my voiee had found 
Audience of him ; who smote me to the ground 
With tempest unprovoked ; and urges still, 
Not suffering me to breathe, with sharpest ill. 
Can force avail ? th' almighty shakes the rod : 
Can justice ? who shall be the judge of Ood ? 
Though just my eause, e*en innocence must wear 
blush before him, if disputing there : 
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With bun dispatingy Turtue's plea is vaiDy 
The plea iUelf the pleader will arraign* 
Mj hearty and surely my own heart I know^ 
Tells me I'm upright ; yet my portion's woe. 
Woe 18 my portion in severe degree 
And life is made a heavy load to me. 
Siek, siek of living, my eomplaint I'll loose, 
I will the anguish of my soul effuse : 
Will say to God, condemn me not nntry'd ; 
Ah ! why from me my accusation hide ! 
Canst thou by arbitrary will be led ? 
Lay guilt's demerits on my guiltless head ? 
Hate thy own workmanship P and dart thy ray 
On daring sinners, who blaspheme thy sway ? 
Is man's gross eye, and partial vision, thine ? 
Live human passions in the mind divine P 
Is thy existenee like a mortal's span P 
Are thy years bounded as the years of man ? 
That time and torture must to thee reveal 
Suspected treason^ which my wiles eoneeal. 
Thy knowledge clears me ; yet thy boundless mights 
By none evaded or by force or flight, 
Destroys my frame ; which thy own matchless art 
Fashion'd with curious ties of part to part. 
Remember, O remember, that like day 
Whose shapes the workman's plastic will obey, 
My form thou monld^st from its earthy grain $ 
And thou wilt crumble me to earth again. 
O think of those kind moments, when began 
Thy hands to sketch the rudiment of man ; 
Curdled the milky drop, my limbs defin'd, 
With flesh {ind skin ray tender substance lin'd, 
With sinews brac'd, and fenc'd with solid bone : 
Compacted thus, to natal vigour grown. 



Thy eare edae'd me, mi thy Ikvooir effewD*4 $ 

And gtiil Ihy power aphelde on livtng groosd. 

Tet, well I koowy the teeret of thy mind 

These evilt, in reserve, for me design'd $ 

ResolvM to follow me with watehfol ^et, 

Each sin to notioe, and eaeh sin ehastise : 

If wicked, the predestined woe eomes down ; 

Righteous, I droop beneath thy fiital frown. 

Fall of confusion, and o*erwhelm'd with aeon. 

By all beholders, as a wreteh forlorn. 

ChasM like a lion, hotly chas'd by thee, 

Thy plagues, stupendous plagues, were heap'd od ma* 

Jav'lins, on Javiins hnrPd, the war renew. 

And woea sneaeedlng woes my lifc purtniu 

Why did I breathe ? O happy had I beM, 

Had I this world of sorrow never seen I 

A being, and na being ; from the womb. 

Hurried in midni^t silenee to the tomb. 

Ah 1 'tis a little, whieh of lifc remains | 

O spare that little, O remove my pains : 

Bre, never to return, my fcot descends 

To realms where death his horrid shade extends ; 

Realms, which in shades of dolesome darkness lie ; 

Cold dense obscurity, without a sky ; 

Without a twinkling star, and where the light 

Is one eternal noon of dismal night* 

My days are speeding with a courier's haste, 

A glance at pleasure, not allow'd to taste ; 

Swift as the rush boat down the swelling Nile, 

Swift as an eagle darts upon the spoil. 

If sweet hope whisper, ^ thy lamenting tongue 

^ The style of sorrow shall forget ere long $ 

^ Thy brow remove its cloudy veil, like mom, 

^ And placid smile thy open face adorn ;" 
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Then «Ii ttij Miff 'rittgs rise ; I aiak with fctr^ 
Despairing thy ahMlviag voice te hear. 
Yes, I am wieked— — «wherefere waste I time^ 
In froitless Jabor te disprore mj erime P 
Unsullied as if wash'd in melted snow^ 
These harmless hands I never blosh'd to show : 
Yet drown'd in mire by thee I'm so impare, 
Not my own garments will my tooeh endure. 
Is he a man^ my fellow, can we meet 
Parties in doubtful strife, at judgment's seat P 
Who ihall, as arbiter between us stand, 
To lay on both his reprehensire hand { 
Let him remove his rod, nor let the blaee 
Of Godhead stun me with his dreadfiii rays $ 
Then fearless I would plend : but thus distresf, 
All is confusion in my guiltless breast. 



CHAP. VI. 

8E0. I. fc II.— Contoifts a fkrther fiery wpudi fnm 
Eliphaz tcith bitter sarcasms^ reproaches, ^c^n 
the 8d section he however advises Job to humble him^ 
self before God, who in the end watdd be^ofw 6^ 
him his grace and fa/vour. 

Thb Temanite then said. What storm is this, 
From our wise man of pride and emptiness I 
This wisdom's language P Is a wise man's mind 
Big with the poison of an eastern wind P 
When man is wise, he then again replied, 
'Tis for hiniself : does Heav*n the gain divide P 
Must God high value on thy vktvc set P 
If thou art Just, is providence im debt P 
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And will be, trembling, from his throne deseend. 
To gtill thy eavik and his ways defend P 
Art thou uneonseions of thy Tast offenee ? 
Is not the number of thy sins immense ? 
Extortions from thy kin defile thy hands^ 
The shivering loin its rag from thee demands. 
To thee the thirsty sued, the famishM sigh'd, 
Seal'd was thy fountain, and thy erust deny'd* 
A fay'rite name enjoy'd his spoil seeure. 
The strongest arm still made the title sure ; 
While the wrong'd widow pour'd her fruitless mean. 
And orphans erush'd by thy injustice groan^ 
Henee ambusM ills about thy path were set. 
Hence the dire sweep of desolation-s net; 
Henee black despair, like night around thee spread, 
And booming waters billowing o'er thy head. 
Beholds not Ood, from his ethereal seat. 
The stars dim-twinkling far beneath his feet ? 
Yet mark the distance, how immensely far^ 
From this low dwelling to the nearest star 1 
Thy frenzy arguM $ can the ways of men 
Lie in the compass of his bounded ken ? 
Gross atmosphere, with interposing screen 
Conceals the prospect of this earthly scene ; 
He, veird in clouds, to his own cares confin'd. 
Walks round his azure realms unheeding human kind. 

SEO. II. 

O THOU, whose passion at the ways of Ood, 
Rends thy own soul, shall he renounce his rod^ 
Desert our world, or change his fiz*d decrees, 
As the reck fix'd, thy murmurs to appease f 
And will you thus abuse the pow'rs of breathy 
To Tcnt opinions mischievous as death ? 



A\k Xtk religion, (o all virtne bane, 

y \vords the lifted hands of prayer restrain, 

\' mouth bewrays, spite of its glossing* art 

impiety eluse-larkin^ in thy heart ; 
thy oMna mouth eondemnM, what need of mine ? 
licient voacher for thy gaiit is thine. 
'11 before Adam, saw thy favour'd eyes 
e wood-erown'd hills from eldest ocean rise P 
^t ttion in the eelestiah synod stood P 
e counsels heard, th* Almighty's edicts viewM P 
St thou possess the secrets of his rule P 
lou 00)3' wise and evVy man a fool P 
hat boasts thy knowledge above onrs P Behold, 
ith us the bead in grave experience old ; 
a th' old man, to whom low-bending years 
liy father's wrinkled age as youth appears. 
ean are divine emollients P held for vile, 
riendship's monitions couch'd in friendly style P 
hither will headlong pride impel thy soul P 
^)vv fiercely wild thy flashing eye-Ualls roll, 
hy spirit turning upon God again, 
iid passion raving in audacious strain ! 
What, pureness cballengM by a child of dust P 
By woman born, the lofty style of just P 
Not pure* not just, before bis piercing sight, 
Are even bis holy ministers of light ; 
How then, that foul abominable thing. 
Who sins as eager as he quaffs his spring P" 

SEC. III. 

iuMBLE thyself to God, resign thy prey 5 
iieh harvest, follows the repenting day : 
'Embrace his lessons, bis imperial word 
Deep in the table of thy heart record. 
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Vagnuit firon CMf return | vith sparklteg cfn 
Then tee tbj bow'r reoew^a beauty rise : 
But hallow'd be thy tenlty expel from thenee 
All eoveHd erime aad viMiltet offeaee. 
I^eaye Ophir'a gold in ber own etream Ce shiiie, 
God «H*tttffieieiit be tby bovndlesii mine* 
To hiiii} ia blett fmitii^ of faia grace. 
Noble aAanee sball ereet thy feee. 
Be'll erown thy prayer, matore iby vova ia V^^ 
Thy edieit oiabKiJif aad illaaie thy waya. 
The proud ahail eibk) oa thy eoatplaint deprett j 
Afflietioa Mqg, redeen^'d at thy reqaest : 
The righteottf aiaii shall stay th.' Alaiighty's h%nL 
Aad tura the tboader froai a ^inoiag land. 



CHAP. vn. 

d»so. I.— Cbali|vii« a meek of Joh% in tchteh hi com- 
plmns of ki$frkn^s derision and sev&rittfn andfros 
his argument UfoUows^that a man^sworldly condi- 
tion^ whether frosperous or adverse^ is no eriieriott 
of his moral c/iarac^.-— sbo. xi '^M^cts irre^* 
ently on hh Maker ; he however in thfi third sectvfn 
Mnticipates a future triumph^ ^c. ^c« 

YK89 answered Job, ye are the ealightened fev^ 
Fav'ritea of iivisdom i will she die iviih you P 
And yet my portioa ofv tile mental ray 
Is not inferior to yoaip boosted day. 
And should not judgment t^ the eroM'li of Osge i 
And snow-while lackt^ be$peak th' ex|>eriieQe.*d sager 
But dispatanta you are, and ▼oiir repli^a^ 
9kfw pompoaa iri4ers aad invidioiM spiQ9 r 
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Be damb, %(^ prorift yoor wisdom ; dumb reeeivji 
Sharp easligatioti) ivhich ray lips shall give. 
On God's behalf these methods will you dar«« 
Uojust in judging, in disputes unfair ? 
To him be paniftt, half thfi truth eoneeal \ 
Then sanctify the fraud acid ealt it zeal P 
Can you abide his test P will soothing style, 
Which man deceives^ Ih' Almighty's ear beguile ? 
If partial thou^t work seeretly within^ 
Tremble ; be eettain he will mark the sin* 
Shall not ^is majesty yoiir fears alarm P 
Nor yet the thufider of his lifted arm P 
What are your boasted maxims P what your heap 
Of swelUng promises P I hold them cheap : 
Like as the dust before the rising gale 
Molehills of sand, as woHhIess and as frail. 
Peace, unmol^sting while I pour abroad 
My honest pleadings by no peril aw'd : 
Befkll what will ; I'll put within my hand 
My trembling Ufe, and every danger stand* 
Officious in my case I find yo« tiU, 
Your documents are stings, your comfoHs gall. 
With endless brawl shall declataatidn roar P 
What rous'd by passion to one tempest udre i 
Would I thus pour rough answer^ in your ear P 
Hard as your hearts, and as your style severe, 
Or shake the scornful head, should heav'n assign 
¥our soul the miserable place of mine P 
Ah 1 no ■ ■■■ sp ft pity fthouM inispire my phrase, 
I'd soothe your sorrows and you^ courage raise* 
For m e " what shall mollify my grief, 
Nor plaining yields^ n6r siiebce yields relief $ 
And how 1 faiht bcBefeth its swelling load, 
By sland'rMM tongttes unpeoplo my abode : 
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I'm siez'd as ihough a homicide by thee ; 
^hen blacken'd with thy daring calumnj. 

SEC. II. 

Ah ! 80 it pleased th' Almighty to ordaia, 

£v'd to expose me in his shaming chain, 

To sous of Belial, to licentious throngs^ 

And the rude insult of reTiliug tongues. 

I once was happy, but his forceful hand 

Siez'd, shook me, hurl'd me from my lof^y stand : 

Then, bruis'd and dash'd to pieces, still on me, 

Fix^d for his mark, vengeance Fm doom'd to ae«. 

His unrelenting bowmen hem me rouod, 

Pierce, cleave nie, shed my vitals on the gl^ound. 

'Tis he, e*en he, th' Almighty, is my foe, 

His strong arm hews me, thundVing blow on biow;. 

•Grief's sable weed to my'fiatd body grows, 

Grief on giy hnnour'd head foul ashes throw's. 

Grief mars my faee with scalding tears, and ni^bt 

Black as the grave sits heavy on my sight . 

Yet are these hands with n^ injustice stain'd : 

Pure from these lips still flows the prayer unfctgnM:- 

O earth, the blood accusing me reveal ; 

Its piercing voice in no recess conceal; ' 

My witness lives in heav'n whose conscious vt&ir 

Does all my goings and my thooghts pursue. 

The pastime of my friends, my streaming eyt 

Looks up for pity to the pow'r on high. - 

O might 1 argue in his ear^and free 

As in a mortal court maintain my plea t . 

O fix ray trial; cheerful I'll appear 

Before thy faee, my injor'd fame to clear. 

Who shall arise, who givti his plighting band 

As adverse party in this strife to staad ? 
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Not thM^ $ tbr theie tlioa leftTM td a mind 
Bemaz'd in error and with passion blind : 
These thott wilt ne*er eialt, nor sueh ordain 
Thy eause to argue, and thy ways explain, 
Whoe'er with libel stabs his weeping friend, 
His raee shall friendless to the grave descend : 
This bold defaraer shews me fbr a sign,/ 
A dire eiample of the wrath divine : 
Hence my wan look, and eye with sorrow dim, 
Henee like a shadow seems each wasted limli. 
Doubtless the jast, astonished at the sight, 
'Gainst the proud scorner will their zeal exeite : 
The friends of virtue will their way pursue. 
And fearless innocence its force renew. 
But you, all you, repent ; your thoughts revise, 
Shall X not find e'en ime among you wise ? 

'TIS past' ' O life^ farewell >-my blissful schemes 

Are broken of f ah too, too pleasing dreams i 

AU-eheering sun, adieu, sepulchral night, 
Blot the bright vision ;, and be thou ray light ; 
My hope another bed, another home, 
A bed of darkness and my house the tomb. 
Thou art my father, graye ; my mother's claim 
Be thine, Q worm, and thine a sister's name« 
My hope t where is it ? who my hope shall see f 
It shall descend the winding grots with me : 
Behold and wonder t there my hope and I 
On the same eoneh of duAt reposing lie. 

SEo. in. 
' KNO*w that he whose years can ne^er decay. 
Will from the grave redeem my sleeping clay f 
When thb last rolling suft shall leave th6 skies, 
I shall revive and o'ejr the dast lirise : 

7+* S 
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Tiien shall (liU mangled tikm jnew form assvme, 
This flesh then flourish in immortaL bloom : * 
My raptar'd eyes the judging God shall see, 
Bstrang'd no more, but friendly then to me. 
How does the lofty hope my soul inspire ! 
T burn, I faint with vehement desire. 
Be warn'd, no more my innocence pursue : 
Its cause shall triumph in that just review. 
Tremble $ these wrongs th' avenging sword demand, 
The sword which arms the Almighty Ruler's hand : 
You then shall know, that injur'd virtues sigh 
Found audience with an equal Judge on high. 



CHAP. VIl^ 

Job denies the guiU imputed to fttM hy his friendsy~ 
places full confidence in the undeviating justice ^ 
Ood-'^xpresses his {uhniration onOie immensity ^f 
his power. 

Why are your thoughts, my friends, resolvM in wrong, 

Harsh answers stiU spring forward on yonr tongae \ 

Cease then ; nor falsities for comforts vend, 

Alike to truth unfaithful and your friend. 

Of whom hast thou barangn'dP whose breath liath eait 

Such wondVous wisdiom from yonr mouths at lait ^ 

Jehovah will in pity set me free, 

And let me nnee again his mercy vee. 

To him my ferreiit fupplieatiobs ery, 

Nor will his ear be deaf, nor fNitileaa hit eye. 

Guide me, O guide me, to the near recess, 

£'en to his throne of judgment I would press : 

A thousand reas'mngs, regular and strong 

The flow of innoeenee &hall fill my tongue; 
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His answer, ireloome to mj longpng ear,^ 
WouM the eause of these strange suff'rings clear< 
Will he eonfound me with his dreadful might ? 
No, bat my courage at hU har excite : 
There bold integrity may urge iU plea^ 
And there shall triumph be ordain'd for me* 
Ah ! should I journey this terrestrial round. 
He no where in its eastern coast he found, 
la vain I seek him on the western shore, 
In ?ain his footsteps in the north explore, 
Or in the south : He, working in his might, 
Wrapt in impervious shades eludes my sight ;. 
But, not unknowing in my ways, he knows 
My truth his utmost proving undergoes, 
As gold the furnaee ^ and like gold shall rise^ 
Bmerging, with new lustre, to his eyea. 



CHAP. IX. , 

First section contains a fiery speech from Zophar to 
Joby calculated to exasperate the wounds already 
advanced by Eliphax and Bildadj it appears^ for 
the sole purpose of provoking him to further excesses 
of comp/oinf, — which occasions Job's justificatioh 
in a subseqttent chapter^^-^Second section contains 
the introduction of Elihuy with a speech to Job^ 
similar to those given by his associates. 

Thereyoke, the fierce Naamathite replied. 
My thoughts, returning with impetuous tide, 
Impel one answer more, nor needs my ear 
Thy warning, nor thy menace will 1 fear. 
Art^thou unknowing, that the voice of time^ 
Since man was planted in this earthly elim^, 
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FroeIaiai«9 tbe coiig tt pfotBlpA^ Is fthort, 

Th' opprenAt'fl feital bat a momenta spttrt f 

Advuneing, t^od adtiineiiig let him riee 

Till his proad elimikt tuaeh the starry skieft ^* 

Behold hid fall ! like hid oti^B edouf tost 

Into obUvion, from thifr trorld he^s lost 

▲ad woad^riog throngs, who daw his uivied height^ 

Ask <^ whither has the meteor wing'd his flight P* 

He's vanish'd as a dream ; he*s ehas'd awaif, 

Like a night-Tlsioti hy the waking day. 

No eye that glatieM him shall tfa« glatiee renew. 

His place no more its hanghty miister view. 

For full of manhood's sap^ his boaes rohasl 

Lie in the grave, and with him rot in dost : 

Heirs of his woes, hit belples* orphano flea 

Kor*^ shelter to the hots of poverty. 

His crime is witnessed by the stormy skies, 

The hostile earth against his crime will rise. 

Jtlid his whole fortune that ayenging day 

Like torrents rattling do wit tlm rt>eks shall melt away» 

sao. ii.-«*iS)iseoft qf JEHhtk 

AtTEND, Job $ with no uiiheeding^ftonl 
Receive my reas'nings, patient of the whole z 
Unmia'd with passion, from a tongoe sinoers^ 
No mean monition shall invite thy ear^ 
That forming spirit which all fiesh inspires, 
Breathes in my lungs and feeds the vital firee ^ 
Me answer, if then canst, thy plea dispose, 
Stand firm, and with thy fellow-mortal close. 
I to ^ thy wish arise, for God I speak } 
Fashion'd like thee of elements as weak. 
My arm no thunder wields, my tkee displayt 
No Godhead terrors and o*erwheIming blaae> 
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I Ve hear'd thee vaunt thy purenets, heard thee alatlM 
Unsullied virtae and a faultless name ; 
Hear'd thee aeeuse thy God, of hate eomplaiiH 
And atodied quarrel, and his cruel ehain ; 
Are these a jast man'j murmurs P Mortal know 
God reigns above, our blindness creeps below : 
Why dost thoQ wrangle with a Power^ whose throse 
Will justify its mystie ways to none? 
Trembles his empire, if thy sins increase ? 
Or 'to thy virtue must he owe his peace P 
Thy sins, vain worm, a fellow- worm may wound i 
Thy virtue bless a brother of the ground ; 
Thon say'st, ** He gives no midnight song to me^ 
His' healing day I ne'er alas i shall see.^' 
Submit, and hope : thy cause before him lieS| 
As yet unehasten'd for his stout replies. 
Nor lightly ehasten'd Job exalts his tonCf 
Loquacious trifler with vainglory blown. 



CHAP. X- 

ssc. I.— ^n air of sad soUmnUy is diffused over iht 
principal part of this chapter^ in a train of gloomy 
ideaSi rising successively in a mind like Job^s^from 
the reflections of his friends. — proceeds in exMb* 
iting the deplorable condition of man in the grave ^ 
and supplicates relief from the Mndghty. 

Frail native of the womb, his age a sp^n, 
Fill'd full of trouble, is the life of man; 
A. tender flow'ret gather'd in its prime; - 
A shadow gliding o'er the plain of time. * 
Does this weak thing employ thy jealous eye P 
Its faults the business of tby bar supply P 
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9fnti % #iti Wffinif eai limpid ^atA« fim f 
Lives there a man fVam Ikilingi pare f aol otHv 
His date is sfaorteti^d, aad his term assiga'd^ 
The bond tinpassabie by thee defin'd ; 
Yield him soaie respite \ tare, O turn away^ 
And leave thi^ hireiing ta enjoy his day. 
A tree whieb falla beneath the woaading steely 
Hopes a aew growth the erael woaad to heal: 
Tea, though its sapless bole with age deeay^ 
The roots half nouldVtng m the oawater'd olayf 
TuttOh'd by the vital stream its bods aroaod, 
Like a young plant,wifth flowVs and fruitage erowaM. 
But man expir*d^ what latent powers restore ? 
Man disappears, and who beholds him mora f 
The paoi its water loses, and the stream 
Dries to a 4etert, in the' seorehlng beam } 
80 man is lost : in dust supine he lies^ 
Nor, till the spheres foi^et to wheel, shall rhe^ 
While day and night their beauteous order keep, 
Death binds him fast in ever-during steep; 
The sun doth set : the sun doth rise again. 
The day doth elbse $ the day doth break again > 
Onea sit oar «iiii^ ^gai^a it riseth never, 
Onoe elase onr day of life, it's night Ibr ever» 

hide me, ser^n me, la sepulchral shade, 
Till this fierce tempest of thy wrath be laid'; 
Set me a season, when with aeeeat mild, 
Thy voiee shall waken thy rem^mber'd child. 
But shall a eareafts rotted in the toMb, 
Quicken and flourish with a second bloom ? 
Patient of life, thronghont my suffering state, 

1 wiAld that blisslVil r^novfttion wait^ 

O haste, arraign me, my warm pleading hear ; 
And with a father'ki heart iaalina thy oar. 






Ah 2 toa vererct oiNienraii of mjr W4f% 
Thy mem'rj numbers ererj step that strays: 
All annaird id thy rolls, beneath thy seal^ 
My BIDS are troMor'd and Iby frown IfeoL. 



CWAF. XI. 

• - ^ 

Containn speeches coUeeted privdmUjf from, Bildad^ 
representing in a loftn strain^ the terrible Majesty^ 
supreme dominion^ and infinite perfkctibns of tSi 

BiLBAD agftiii ref^ea: To diotaie Ww 
High on a throno supreme^ to bol4 in awa. 
Superior worlds, and order to maintain. 
Through bonndless regions of etheriaJ r^^isHf 
Belongs to Uod. What nambers eaa defies 
His winged arniet which avound him shine i 
Doeanoi his gWy fill the realms of dayy 
And each bright seraph i^litter with his ray? 
To thia grand Qetng shall a mortal loagne 
Audaoiona say* ^ thy providenee is wroon^ 
^ My ways are e^nal P" shall a thing of 4|i4 
Assume the lofty attribute of just i 
Belbre hia Maase the moon abash'd ustires ^ 
Before his hiaae lade all the starry ftres : 
He reigns sapreme above the bfly sky, 
Where is t]ie sovereign who with him may yie( 
Who gave the aoeptce^ and his steps a*ers»es ? 
Who dares pronooaee, ^uujust ace thy deereeaf^ 
fijiapienee and pow'r to God aloUe belong; . 
Wise are hia oonnseta, and hb armr if atnoag :, ^ 
He overtnmaj what hand ereots agaiA? 
He binds } wha kttista his adamantiafi ohaia ? 
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He di^eki the waters ; all is desert round, 
lie setids them out; tbey desolate' the grouod. 
Refin'd tj biai the wat'ry atoims rise. 
Bun into clouds, and flow along the skies : 
And tfaeiiec distilling in benignant rata, 
Swell the hrown harvest of the shouting swain. 
What lofty genius eaa the seene unfold, 
When his dark tent of vapours is unroll'd ? 
Ahodt. their king aerial elangors sound, 
'f'hick bursting flames spread terribly around. 
Terap'estaous winds th* affrighted. oeeau sweep^ 
And from its bed upheave the roarii^ deep* 
These are his servants | these for wiser endy^ 
To feast the nations, or affliet, he sen^s; 
These meteors his judicial will perlbrm. 
Bless in the shew'r, and punish in the stoms. 
God holds a flaming dart within his hands. 
Forbids its flight where'er a suppliant stands s 
But hurls the forked vengeance at the proud. 
And deep-mouth *d thunder speaks his wrath aloud* 
Ev'n while 1 paint this dreadful scene, I start { 
My bosom ean scaree hold its panting heart. 
Hark ! tremble ; murmurs in the distant air, 
Whisper of God,* his awful way prepare : ' 
He fires the heav'ns. earth to her utmost eliorea 
Feels the broad flashes, now his t bonder roars ^ 
His voice exalted with majestic snund. 
Augment its lerror through the vaulted ground-: 
We hear, we shudder, but in vain inquire 
How form'd his voice, and how inftam'd fats fire. ' 
Great Is the thnnd'ring God, and great bis deed^ 
Nor less his work our loftiest thought exeeeda. 
When he commands ; *^ descend my .&eeey snowy 
^Oa the sown fields thy rich manure bestow : 
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'<^ Heaven, ope tity slaieei ; ye jnipeiaons raiM, 
^< Poor down my strengib upon the aotsmnal phuiit^^ 
Seal'd In each rirral hand, restrained from toil, 
That man may own the 80T*reign of the soil : 
Then beasts of rapine to the monntains send, 
Con^^i in their dens, and fast awhile from blood. 
Sharp wind, no longer in its cells eontroU'd, 
Scatters abroad his all-sabdoiBg eold : 
Keen blows the breath of God, the floods congeal 
To solid pavement like refulgent steel : 
The bomisfa'd ether sheds a smarter day, 
And 'not a cloud eadores the vivid ray. 
The Lord of natare at her helm presides, 
Her seasons tarn, her circling meteor guides ; 
While these and those his high behests obey, 
And through earth's peopled climes assert his sway $ 
Whether as scourges of a rebel race. 
Or sent as tokens of paternal grace. 



CHAP. xn. 

sEO. I.— herein Job continues to display^ in a mag^ 
nificent description^ Ood^s almighty power and uni' 
versal dominion^ ^Cm sec. ii. contains similar obser-' 
vfltions from ElikUf addressed to Job^ of God^s diS' 
platfinff his wgndrous works^-^thereby infers the 
ignorance of man^ and concludes that the doings 
of the Supreme Being are ri^hty and ought to be 
adored, 

God reigns above, beneath \ yea, far below 
The deep abyss, irt dark abodes of woe: 
Hades and regions of perdition lie 
Unveil'd and naked, to his fiaming eye: 
There the oTd giants feel his wrath, and there 
AH wicked ghosts are trembling with despair. 

8 
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He o'er the void lieaven's loAy ardti extends, 
Hm arm the earth'e vn wieldly mass suspend^) 
Belf-pois'd, en nothing. High in liquid air. 
His floating aqiieduets their burthen bear; 
So firm rattain'd with such strong pressure bound, 
Their pendant waters burst not on the ground. 
When empty fountains, and the with'ring plains, 
Ask the full bev'rage of nutritious rains ; 
The splendours of his sapphire throne he shrduds 
With watery vapours, and a veil of clouds, 
Old oeean, bounded by his eireiing line. 
Reveres the limits which his laws define : 
And shall revere them, till the rolling light 
Fulfil its periods *and is lost in night 
Yet, when his anger bide the thunder roar. 
And his fierce Itght'nings flash from shore to shore, 
Ueav'n's eolumn*d frame with vast amazement quakes. 
Wild horror the tumultuous oeean shakes: 
Through his great po^er, with huge eommotion riiCy 
The mountain billows, foaming to the skies. 
His drying gale refines heaven's troubled seene, 
Renew'd in beaoty smiles the blue serene ; 
The billows meekly at his voice subside. 
And wrecks of monsters float along the tide. 
These are liis ways ; in these exterior lines' 
What wonders open ! and what glory shines 1 . 
Far beyond these, what endless wonders grow i 
For who the thunder of his might can know ? 

SEC« II. 

O Job,' these wonders weigh ; erect thy mind ; 
More wonders rise in boundless view belund : 
Knows thy weak reason how he stains his bow, 
When among clouds its seven-fold colours glow ? 
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Or knows wbat balmiieiogft Ihote etoods eonfine ? 
AmaziDg workmanship of art divine ! 
How seorchiDg daj inflames the breathless air^ 
When scaree thy limbs their glowing raiment bear 
Art thou assistiDg, M'hile he spreads the mass 
Of ether, splendent as the polish'd brass^ 
Bright as the mirror, as (he metal strong ? 
O man of eourage, aid our falt'riog tongue ; 
ConfusM, we eannot reason in his ear^ 
Dark clouds descend, the coming God we fear. 
Should some bold mouth presume to speak for miney 
Perdition will eonfound the ra§h design^ 
When hear'n's expanse the sweeping north wind clears. 
And, flaming forth, the golden sun appears, 
WIm»«« optie on the dazzling seene ean gaze ? 
How, then, abicTe a God*s terrilAc blaze ? 
Whose pow*r lays desolate this earthly half, 
Its roots are sunder'd and its mountains fall. 
Its headlong torrents through the vallies sound, 
Burst the stone bridges, seoop the solid ground^ 
Ravage the fields, and with impetuous sway 
Hurry the rural hope of toiling man away. 
The yellow harvests of the ripen'd year. 
And flatted vineyards, one sad waste appear : 
The roaring billows threaten earth and sky, 
Their wheels along the wat'ry mountains fly. 
He formed Areturus and his sons to roll 
In bright successions round the northern pole : 
The vernal Pleiades, his will perform, 
And stern Orion wakes his wtnt'ry storm : 
While far below, the southern heav'n proelaims 
His glory sparkling in ten thousand flames : 
Aw'd by his thundering voice, the prinee of day 
Shuts I^is broad eye, a^d veils bis golden ray t 



And Qjgkys pak qoeeB, with ber attenflant finei, 
Beneath his signet in eelipse retires. 
Earth's utmost bounds are spread before his viewj 
Ho with a glance looks all creation through : i 

The wild winds balanced, weigh'd the swelling seaf, 
And gave the vapour and the cloud decrees f 
When rains should fall, when ruddy lightning iy, 
And th^ big thunder roar al,on^ the sky : 
He saw the whole, he numberM ev'ry part, 
The finished system of Almighty artj 
He falls an oak^ beneath whose lofty shaide 
Oor ancestors its mighty limbs display^ : 
Struck by Jove^s^bolt it smokes, the sulph'nMis flaose 
Rages with crackling havock o'er its frame: 
Subdu'd by lieav'« it sinks» and spreads ilm gf wiJ 
With its isear'd tnmklkrid arnis a spacious round. 
Wonders by him, and mighty deeds are wrought^ 
Beyond all numbers, and above all tliougfat. 



GHAR XIIL 

Wherein Job sets forth his form&r fdidty in lite 
singular fiwour of God to his person^ family 
and fortunes, and in the veneration paid to him by 
his irihSf for the wisdom of his counsels, and the 
justice of his^ administrations. To which he adds 
the pleasing hope he had entertained of the permtt- 
nence of all that happiness, in rewards of his vir^ 
tue, namely, constant eheeifulness, prosperity of 
condition, and iustre of character^ which seem to fe 
all comprehended in these beautiful metaphors. 

O HAPPY months, and happy days long fled I 
When God, the guardian of my honoured liead^ 
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Sbin^.i on his favourite with distingoisfa'd rtLjWy 
Dispell'd all darkness, and illtfni^d my ways: 
In atttamn of my glory, when the pow'r ^ 

Tmsted his eoaasels to my hallow'd bow'r^ 
While yet around me, I my children yiew'df 
Vhile yet eaeb mom his visits he renew'd, 
While plenty streamM in rivers through my soil,. 
With milk my vallie», and my rocks with oil* 
O high enjoyment I on the solemn day^ 
When, with a- prineely tmio, I took mjr way 
To the full forom through the haitiiig street^ 
And in the senate ftll'd a sovereign seat. 
The youths, abash'd, retired; and bent with age^. 
In dumb respect up rose the hoary sa^ : 
In ranks of pow'r ; all w^iiling to receive 
The sentence wisdont in- my voice should give f 
Rapture i& every e&r the sentence rai»*d, 
And every eye with look applauding gitz'd: 
The fatherless, and friendless, and distrust 
Gaird me- their saviour, while my name they bless'd i 
Their blessings crown'd me^ for I heal'd their wrongs, 
And turn'd the widow's heart to grateful songs. 
My robe was justice, justice my tiar f 
Thus was my majesty renown'd aiar: 
The feeble found in me a powerful etay. 
The poor a fisther,. and the blind man day : 
The stranger's friend, 1 weight his slighted cause f 
Broke rapine'^ teeth, «nd snatch'd him from its jaws. 
Thence I too fondly argu'd ; here was rest, 
My dying head, in thi» my lofty nest : 
Bat countless as the sands my days shall run, 
Without a cloud to their last eetting son. 

8* 



The noble pftliOy.wlioie Men l»oogfcs «b liigfcy 
Suek tbe sweet moUttire of the midniglii ikj. 
Whose op'nifig roots Imbibe tlie eryst&l rittv 
Fearless of drottghts, shall be my emhlem stilt | 
Still fresh ki lustre sbftll lirf gtwy grow. 
And new in vigoar be my eonq^ring how^ 
Mf ekfii^ee shall fiiiw, by al^ desir'd. 
Be beard with saered stienee and a^imir'A : 
Be beared withovt re^^ and- joy itifiiee 
Like heaven desceDdiDg in nntritiont^ dews: 
Crowds ahaH be eager to devonr the straini * 
As the ehapt ioil to drink antumnal rain. 
My smile ahall tranaport raise, but eheek with awe 
Lest the bright sonsbine shonld rn elands witMraw* 
Their goide 4n> connst^l^ and hi' war iheir chief. 
In wsnts their fcther, aad^ tlveir hope In grief* 
ril rule my tribe $ and issiie my eomnMiftds, 
Otreat as a king amidst bisnt^rtialhands* 



CHAP. XIV. 

SEC. 1. & Hi — Part of this chapter is a conirasi of the 
foregobig. His a moving representation of the mis' 
erable disappointment of Job^s^hope^ tim insui^^e re- 
. ceivedi tJie deplorable coHdition of his hodyi^ mid4k$ 
despairing state of his mind j the passions eacpressei 
in U are grief and indignation^ and Ms language to 
his Maker crude and irreverent. The chapter co«- 
cludes witii a fervent wish that hi» words -may be 
preserved as a ntenrnitoto^ posieritffi 

Now I'm become the sport of boys: tpo base 
1 held their fathers with my do^ to plaee, 



A slothfol crew in pr(dl%My old. 

The howliiig daseri wm»of late their iiunty 

Where^ ttimg with, huogery and with IkmiM grant, 

Thej braWd the hitler weedi, and faardi betet, 

Ob hiwmi and heniea of- the -fcregt fed : 

Oatlawaaad tbievei^ with mUitry ehati^A ftaaiiafS^ 

To flooded valet , aad 4kt dark moaataiii defl i ' 

For shelt'riiig thams in grtMiBHig orowdt they preerf 

And huddled, in Ytla heaps the thieket blest t 

A herd of varteltf Tagrantt^ without vaate,' 

Flayed by the huh the spuHeut ^nHid'of%h«ine. 

Now iheir lew'd. doggr^ jeit»aiy BaMepfofknev 

Theyatare ala^ aa though ny breatfi'were batfet 

They hoot, they tpk^ ftr Oed lialh eait me -dawns 

Hence their eoatanpt of my ene« dreaded frewB* 

The spawn af viee ttartt ap^ htr^sheatiag throng 

Pelt me withsaney maliee of the tongue ; 

Besiege me^ and with foulest seem invade 

Afy walks of honour, now bereft of aid, 

Like war ; when roaring through the bursting wait. 

It rolls with fury o'er the eity's fall. 

O the distracting terrors of that hour ! 

When evil like a whirlwind broke my powV ; 

When ray bliss TanishM— like a cloud of rain 

Big with fahe promise to the thirsty plain. 

But new my soul iff sorrow melts away, 

Left unsuttain'd in ill's distressing day : 

My pain ne'er slumbers, all night long I groan, 

It racks each sinew, and corrodes each' bone : 

My mantle, by 'my strong disease possest, 

Uatfa ehmi^M its form, and girds me like my vest ; 

I'm held impure, as ene bemir'd all o'er^ 

My fmnds m6> storo^ lik^ iweeptn^^ of th^ ftoor^ 
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Hj breatA h almost spent— my Titak Jatr 
Bxpires-— for me tbe burial ebambert wait*^ 
Sareattie tongaes my dykg eoueh surround. 
Vex my last bours and scoff me to- tbe ground. 
Wby tbttf reproaeby unfeeling men, bow long 
Mean you- to ent and erash me witb your tongoe ^ 
Ittsnlts- enoi^b Vwt borne : still lost to sbame,. 
Slnbbom defiance to your looks proclaim B 
&» it aoi^e error, incident to all . / 

)s mine f my error oi^ myself mnst IklK 
Wby still, accuse me?. and witb cmel strife^ 
Urge my affliction to condenni my life? 
Leaim then ; tbat yon, tbe fatal cause unknown^ 
]Iave me pursued, and in your toils o'ertbroini» 
I cry aloud^f wrong, no answer gain*; 
For justice call,, no justite- can obtain : 

bitter change ! bow happy I and great h 
Till yoa ia ruins, laid my gtorioaa. state*. 

8£C. ir. 

BniOHT were tbe visions, once my fancy fram'd^. 
Of beav'ns unclouded, and of hopes unsbam^d: 
But foul adversity, with sudden migbt 
Blotted those lovely visions from my sight. 
Since when, my tortures no remission find. 
Fire in my veins, and tumult in my mind : 

1 mourn, with swelter'd. countenance I mourn. 
In hotter flames, than hottest sans- 1 bum ; 
And among crowds, unidble to contain^. 
Shriek in^ tbe anguish of outrageous pain. 

In lonesome wastes^ where mournful creatures ye^^ 
Where wails the screaming ostrich, let me dwell ;. 
A skeleton of bones bak'd. dry within, 
Searc% shaded with a awarX and «hri?eird) skin : 



Mj pipe 18 broken,' and my barp in dmiA, 
Grief with her weeping train to me h ee^me. 
And sighs, and plaintive soundg, and faneral dole. 
Are now the music of my sadden'd soul. 
I leave my hope behind, like some fair tree 
Uptorn by tempests, when its boughs you see 
Rieh laden with a blooming progeny. 
My brethren and acquaintance fled afar, 
With horror fled, from this afflictive war: 
My kindred shun'd me, of my boasted friencb 
Who now my unreraember'd grief attends ? 
The stran^rs whom I sfaelterM in my shade, 
The maidens who my awfUl nod obey'd, 
Pass me as though unknown^ or gaze me o'er, 
As some strange thing from some strange distant shore. 
My meanest slave with stupid insult stares, 
Deaf to my calls, regardless of my prayers. 
£v'n She, whom wedlock's charities should move, 
Nauseates my breath ; the tend'rest notes of love 
Unheeding, though conjur'd in mournful strain 
By the .dea^ mem'ry of oui* ehildreii «lanu . 
Yea,^ slavery's spawn hvneath my tabid ftd'^ 
Fttsli me aside, and flout me to my head. 
Alt who the secrets of my soul possess'^. 
All whom affection cherish'd in my breast 
Are turned against me ; as a wretch impure, 
Whom God abominates and men abjure. 
Thus left, my bone just starting, from within •' ,. 
Through the poor remnant of my.tatter'd skini 
Pity me, pity, let my nrgent need, 
Let ancient fi iendship for compassion plead^ 
For smitten by th' immortal arm I bleed. 
Will you (ah why ?) your persecution join 
To those I suffer by a hand divine 5 
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Insatiate stilly still feager to defame 
And glut your rancour with my worried aameP 
O that, fair written in a faithful scroll^ 
Time in his archives would my words enroll; 
O farrow (hem in lead ; (heir letters give 
Through endless ages in the rook to live. 
This ponder well; hear me, my friends, agaio^ 
Or answer make, if answer fit remain^ 
To just defence I pledge a candid ear, 
Full loath to censure ; but o'erjoy'd to clear. 
Else give me audience; and the friendship prize^ 
'Will shew thee where the path of wisdom lies. 



CHAP. XV* 

ft 

BBIKG A EEPLT FROM JOB TO SIS aBH80BI0]Drs 

YBXBM DS* 

* , I 

% 

SBO. i^'^Pras^cutes his arguments lyy taking a. retrO' 
spect of his past.Hfe $ explains with firmness and 
per^icuiti/ his motives to ttctitmj and tpUh kumhk 
reverence and submissions fefershis pUa to the wist 
Disposer of all events^ ^c. ^c. 

■a 

Then, Job, give audience ; audience I impIor^» 
Be that your charity; I ask no more* 
Indulge me ut(erance— then insnft again. 
Shall I of man, censorious man, complain ? 
The cruel slanders which my fkme defile, ' 
Would justify resentment's sharpest 8(yle. 
He pressed, and still pursuM his eonqVing slrains; 
Py him, EtctDal Potentate, who reigQs 
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Above ; nvho jodgmeDt in my eaage delays. 

And who my soul irabitters with hit ways. 

I swear, that while this bosom shall inhale 

The nurture of his animating gale ; 

Falsehood and guile shall ne^er employ my tongue 

To flatter you, and my own ednseienee wrong : 

To justify your part, my own hetray, 

Forbid it, Heav'n ! firm to the mortal day, 

I'll hold my virtue, nor abate my zeal 

In strong apology and bold appeal: 

My heart, which never yet a eensure knew, 

From its own voice, disdains reproach from yon. 

Wickedj Profane— -those hateful names bestow 

Worse exeeration, on my deadly foe: 

I penetrate your thoughts | resolv'd in wrong, 

Harsh answer still springs forward on your tongue ; 

Cease, tlien ; nor falsities for comforts vend, 

Alike to tr^th unfaithful and your friend 

Of whom hast then harangued, whose breath hath east 

Such wond'rons wisdom from your mouths at last ? 

Was I unfeeling of another's woe? 

Did not my sorrows with the mourner's flow f 

Did e*er I walk with falsehood^ did my feet 

E'er -steal to winding paths of base deceit? 

Let God, who knows me upright fi'om my ^^utb, 

Weigh me in his impartial scale of truth. 

Ify fir'd by wedded charms, the fav'ring hour 

I wateh'd in ambush, at my neighbour's bow'r ; 

May the poor captive's lot ray wife disgrace. 

Mean tasks by day^ by night a fore'd embrace : 

For 'tis a crime, ye judges, which should share 

The sharpest vengeance of the sword you bear : 

For *tis a flame, whose furious wrath would shoot 

Through all my substance anif devour the root 
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If, when I saw some glitt'ring prize display'd. 
My eyes desirM it, and my heart obey'd j 
And, taming from the path where justiee staudf, 
The tempting tribe defii'd mjr venal hand ; 
Perigh my crops 1 or let my harvest feed 
The walteful riots of an aiiea breed. 
If I despised mj slave, eontrolling right 
By will imperions and a master's might; 
How shall I face the righteous Judge of all, 
Or how defend me at his dreaded call ? 
Was not our Maker one ; and one our frame ? 
Was not the womb his mould; and mine the sane? 
If at an orphan's head I shook my band. 
Secure the hall of judgment to eommaod; 
That arm be shaiterM, let my. shoulder bail 
Bisjointed from its guitty mortise fall : . ^ 
I fear'd diestruetioli ; xsould my pow'r contend 
With pow'r almighty, the wrong'd orplan's friend? 
Its . rigbttfui owner if my land bemoan, 
Held in hard bottdage if its furrows groan : 
If the defrauded peasant cursed my field, 
Or blood of innocence my title seaPd, 
May brambles for a harvest choke tlie soil} 
And weeds.nnwholesome, mock the ploughman's 4sil ! 
If, when BHsfortuue smote my deadly foe, 
I smiPd in secret, and enjoy'd his woe ; 
I, who forbade ray tongue the spiteful word, 
And e'en i& thought, revengeful wish abhorred—- 
Did I repulse the lowly, bending poor ? 
Or went the widow weeping from my door ? 
Have I e'er feasted with a churlish pride 
Alone, without an orphan at my side P 
Humane affection from the womb I drew, 
And with my growth tile tender passim grew : 
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When'er a naked wretch before me pass*J, 

His starv'd limbs shivering in the wintry blast ^ 

Has tlie M*arm life, new bounding in his veins, 

Not blessed (he woolly riches of my plains ? 

If my house attest not ; " When he din'd, 

"Who unreplenislfd from his table piu'd ?'' 

My gate flew open at the pilgrim'stvoice. 

Beneath my roof I bade his heart rejoice. 

If I e'er whispered to the precious dust, 

Be thou my idol, thou my sov'reign trust, 

Or gloried in the pow'r vast wealth bestows, 

My pulse high beating as my treasure rose — 

If un the rising sun, or silver moou 

Majestic walking to her starry noon, 

I look'd ; and in the folly of my soul, 

My palm the kiss of silent homage stole ; 

This, O my Judge, werc^treason; this denies 

Thy sole dominion in the earth and skies. 

If my defence, like Adam's, is but art, 

While, uuconfest, guilt rankles in my heart \ 

With vengeance let th' assembled elans pursue 

My name ; and exiled from the public view, 

In lonely silence may I veil my head, 

O^erwhelaiM with terror and with shame o'erspread 1 

W^ho now an umpire in my cause will find, 

Behold my plea, with my own signet sign'd 5 

Let God vouchsafe his answer \ or indite. 

And the just roll of my oflfenees write: 

Th' accusing bill; upon my shoulders borne, 

Or as a crown about my temples worn, 

I'll show ; and princely in the noble strife, 

To the great Plaintift' Fll display my life. 

9 
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CHAR XVI. 

The last chapter^ Job urns in high sniriis triumj^ing 
in the goodness of his cause, ^T^. The preseiU 
chapter contains EHJku^s address to his seniors, dis- 
approving Job^s justification of himself^ S[c 

blames them for their failure in this dispute, andidf- 
serves the irresistible impulse he labored wider to 
give hia thoughts fmtt, ^c* 

Job ended h\n defence— They ceas'd reply-*. 
He stood absolved in his own partial eye. 
A youth attentive sat, EHhu nam'd, 
Against thep all with holy zeal inflam'd : 
'Gainst hioi, who full of self-exalting praise. 
Above his Maker's justified his ways; 
Them, who, inglorious, left this high dispute; 
Fierce to accuse, but feeble to confute. 
Silent he was, while Job his eause displayed ; 
This, honour to respected age he paid; 
At length, none answVing such a vain defence, 
Ardent he rose, and gave his modest sense. 
Fathers, my youth thus long, through bashful fear, 
Refrain'd to reason in your aged ear: 
Reply, I thought, beseem'd the head of snow. 
And wisdom's voice from ancient lips shpuld flow. 
But wisdom is a gift, the breath divine 
'Moves on the soul, and calls the light to shine : 
' The fam'd for wisdom are not always wise. 
Nor in grey locks the power of judgment lies. 
Hear, then, my s«nse ; I waited, while you sought : 
For answers, and exhausted all your Ihought : 
Yea, still I wait, attentive — but I find 
Nor Job confuted, nor reply designed : 
Say not ; '^ ''tis wisdom, that we leave to God 
^' To humble this stiff sinner with his rod—'' 
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His words ttoaimM at me, shall meet reply, 
Uulike to yours $ a differing path Fit try« 
His words chastines some ^ffenee of thine ; 
Seom or submission be thy ehoiee, not mine : 
Reveal your thoughts. Ye men of prodenee, speak : 
Are not Job's answers libertine and weak ? 
Again (I eounsel) let us try their sense ; 
Try to the utmost ; for liis first offenee 
Is grown rebellion; petulent to God, 
This babbler triumphs, and insults his rod ; 
Amaz'd, eonfus'd, they sUl bereav'd of tongue-— 
Patient of this delay, I've waited Iong->- 
Dumb they remain — not one essays to speak-— 
My meaner voice must, must the silence break ; 
My sobI^ so deeply and so long attent. 
Is crowded full, and labours for a vent ; 
My thoughts ferment like wine ; restraint is rain — 
Pierce, pieree (he vessel, or 'twill burst in twain : 
My lips shall ease me, shall effuse abroad 
This honest heart by no man's person aw*d : 
Unskiird in courtly titles, plain and free 
My phrase, expect no soothing arts from me ; 
Lest he, who gives my heaving lungs to breathe, 
That instant hurl me to the shades beneath. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Contains further remarks of Mihu to Job^ tendering 
his advice^ — and shews the folly and wickedness of 
tyranny and oppression, S^c, 

Therefore attend, while I my thoughts reveal, 
Just to the ways of God I'll none coneeal : 
Persist to credit what your eyes attest, ~ 
Why trifle yon in proving things eonfest ? 



O Job, (he granileor of his works admirOy 
HymnM in loud aotLems by the rigbteoos ekotr^ 
Aloft presented to «U mortal eyes, 
* Above 1^11 mortal thought his wonderg ri«e. 
Carb then Ihy will, his wrath already burns; 
Beware its fury, wbieh no ransom turns : 
Anger, despising all the wealth of kingi, 
And all the force that wide dominion brings. 
Wish nbt (hat dismal night, whieh sweeps away 
The race of mortals from the walks of day. 
There are, I yield, some^ire examples giv^i, 
Some thoughtless^ mortals of the frown of heav'a; 
Some lefiy tyrants, from tvhose fktal bed / 
A race increasing for the sword is bred : 
Vagraut and serving see the downward line ; 
See the last thin remains their breath resign. 
Without a solemn dirge, without a bier. 
Without a grave, without a widow's tear. 
Where lies the silver heaps, and porple dies, 
The proud progenitor's extorted prize; 
Amass'd as dust P A worthier lineage wears 
The robes of purple, and the silver heirs. 
Wretch ! as a moth, that ravages the looms, 
Weaves her frail bowV,and as she weaves eonsumes; 
Or as the hireling warder of the vines. 
His green booth, lodging of a summer twines ; 
With like vain toil, for a like fleeting date, 
He bnilds his grandeur, and enjoys his state : 
Or else God's pow'r eommissions fierce disease, 
Th' oppressor in his lusty bloom to seize. 
Cast on his bed, he groans in grinding pain, 
While raging fever boUs in every Vein : 
His flesh consumes away, the bones within. 
Transparent starting through his shrivel'd skin ; 
His soul now trembles on the verge of fate, - 
And death's dread angels for the signal wait. 
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It then some delegate af heav'n, renownM 
For taered skill, (rare gift on human ground,] 
The siek his duty, shews the fav'ring Power^ 
Salvation wills :— *^^ Seek health to jonder bowV, 
'^Contrition hath appeased my wrath ^ go, save 
'^ The penitent, and disappoint the grave*" 



CHAP. XVIIL 

Contains further oh^rvations from Elihu to Jcib^ in 
vindication of the ways of Qodto manf ^salieUs 
his candid atter^ion by several engaging mativeSf 

Indulge me still; Elihu spake again, 
And thus addrcss'd the melancholy man. 
Hear me otice more ; thus far I will remove 
Injustice from the scepter'd power above j 
AVhose retributions with exactest plan, 
Answer to virtue and to vice in roan, 
I'll justify my Maker without art, 
Truth I explore and faithful I impart, 
God injures none ^ his independent might 
Disdains to bend tV eternal rule of right. 
Or is he viceroy of this puny ball ? 
Who, then, the founder of the world's vast all ? 
Were God a tyrant, would he not resume 
His quick'uing spirit? terrible the doom! 
Which in a moment would unpeople earth, 
And into dust /esolire all fleshly birth. 
But he, who reigns the highest of the high, 
Sees prince and peasant with impartial eye. 
Maker of both ! His equal judgments sweep 
Au impious city, in the midnight sleep 5 
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I 

All haman ways are open to bis view. 
Each windiDg path his orilie eyes pursue ; 
Nor dark disguise, nor e'en the central shade^ 
Can hide the guilty, or his reaeh evade : 
Nor will be puuish, save the foul misdeed, 
Nor will bis arm in punishing exeeedv 
He, without process, hurls a tyrant down, 
And to a foreign line translates his erown. 
For blind and impious those misrord : the groau 
Of suff'ring innoeenee assaii'd his throne ; 
He heard it, ever to affliction's ery 
Bis ear is open and his vengeance iiigbr 
When on a roan or people he bestows 
Bis peace, what powV can trouble their repose ? 
And when he dooms to ruin and (he grave 
A people or a man, what power can save ? 
An equal Judge, nn saviour of th' unjust. 
Upraises weeping virtue from its dust» 
'Tis fitting, surely, unto God to say: 
" O spare the bumble, for, behold, I pray : 
^^ My blindness heal, my^latent sin explore, 
^^ In aught offending, I'll offend no more :*' 
Learn, Job, that misery ever follows sin, 
From haman errors human ills begin. 
Th' Almighty mind, is all perfection great ; 
Above low envy and capricious hate, 
AVhen erring mortals in his bounds he holds. 
Their ear he touches, and their sins unfolds f 
Humbles their pride, their self-deception breaks, 
And slumbering conscience to its charge awakes. 
.If to his high command their ear they bow, 
And faithful keep the penitential vow, 
Sweet days ensue, bright is their evening scene, 
And death comes late, and with a look serene. 
Cease, then, thy murmurs, stifle all thy sighs; 
^sur'd thy evils from thy guilt arise* 
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CHAP. XIX 

~ » 

Job, upon eonvictiorii humbles himself for many rash 
expressions, which he had uttered, while untter the 
afflicting hand of providence, and makes penitential 
acknowledgments. 

Job gpake again, and thus submissive eried, 

God, 'tis thine to humble human pride ; 

Thtne is the power Almighty, thine, the throne 

AVhose counsels are controllable by none. 

^* WJio^s he, that with impenetrable skill 

^' Plans the high purpose of thy sovereign will ?" 

Shall man instruct in his presuming sehool. 

The Lord of heav'n, this petty orb to rule ? 

Convine'd, I eensur'd what the wise ador'd. 

Wonders which far above my reason soarM. 

Indulge my pray'r, a graeioits ear incline, 

^' My part the learner's, to instruct me thine :" 

Before I knew thee by the ear alone ; 

By vision non^ and in thy glory known. 

Lo, self-detesting in the dust I lie, 

And moomittg breathe the penitential sigL 

On me, a sinner, thy rebuke was laid, 

Light was tile chast'ning with the trespass weighed ; 

Snatch'd from the gaping pit unworthy I, 
Live^ and again salute the cheering sky.' 
My flesh, replenished with young juices, grows. 
And with a second prime my aspect glows. 
Now in the assembly of the just I stand, 
Before thine altar, with uplifted hand. 
May gratitude inspire my heart to praise, 
" To sing thy mercy, and adore thy ways : 
In all thy works the great paternal mind 
Oft manifests thy care of human kind ; 
And calls thy offspring when their footsteps stray, 
From shades of death, to live beneath thy ray. 
Come, resignation I hence my lips I close. 
And humble silence on my tongue impose : 
Too oft I spoke, too rashly spoke before 
I will not answer, or offend tnee more." 
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CHAP. XX. 



His friends reproved for their uncharitable censum 
iftsaianaging the controversy with him^ concerning 
the cmirse of Divine Frovidence ; they are directed 
what sacrifices to make, as an atonement for their 
offence : His restoration to a state of superior pros- 
perity to what he enjoyed before his calamitous 
misfortunes^ d^c. 



The doud now disappeared. But wheii the sun i\ 
Had a few more diurnal stages run^ fj 

God eali'd to Kliphaz : Displeas'd I heard ^ 
What thou and tbj associates have averr'd, 
Erroneous, of . my ways ; not thus offend 
The reasonings of your rashly-censur'd friend, 
My servant .fob. Go, let sev'n heifers bleed, 
Sev'n rams in soeial sael'ifiee succeed : 
My servant Job, while yet your, victims bum, 
Shall with atoning pray'r my vengeance turn : 
Him 1 accept ; your folly, else, shall rue 
Those falsehoods which ray servant Job overthrew. 
They all obey'd, and sought the Pow'r divine; 
''JThe PowV, appeas'd, displayed the fav'ring sign. 
Then God began the mourner to restore, 
And gave, and do^ubled what he gave before. 
His brethren, sisters, friends, a cheerful band, 
With golden gifts in each saluting hand, * 
Crowded his house, on the rich feast regal'd, 
CondoFd his sorrows, his deliverance haii'd. 
Job now beyond his former blessings blest. 
Numbered twice o'er the wealth he first possessed : 
Sev'fl sons his patriarchal sway revered. 
His household cares three lovely daughters cheerM, 
Disfinguish'd each, by. some oppressive nai^e, 
All graced with beauty of un rival I'd fame : 
And eacK beyond a daughter's dowry shar'd. 
For each the portion of a brother heir'd. 
Twice seventy years, from this bright eta, shed 
Health and pure joys upon his favoured head : 
His children's children fiourish*d at his side, 
Then, full of days, in hoary peace he died. 
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